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CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE 

Graduate Studies 

Locally Respected, Nationally Ranked. 

Champlain's nationally ranked online M.Ed, in Early Childhood 
Education is the ideal choice for early childhood educators looking 
to advance their careers. The program combines the flexibility 
of online classwork with a dynamic, 5-day on-campus residency 
Choose from three specializations built around Champlain's "play as 
learning" philosophy 


With three opportunities to start the program each year, 
we're ready when you are Inquire Today. 


► Learn More about all of our Graduate Progr 


champlain.edu/masters 


DIGITAL FORENSICS 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
EMERGENT MEDIA 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP 
HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION 


LAW 

MBA 

MEDIATION 

POSITIVE ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT 


danform 


Wellington's 
and Skye ride . 




and select peakdate 
lallmgton.com/beastcoast 


DanformShoesVT.i 
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BERNIE'S TURN 


m 

BIG DEALS 


'HOME' RUN 

The Broadway 
musical based 
on Vermont 
cartoonist Alison 
Bechdel's graphic 
novel Fun Home 
won five Tony 
awards in 2015. 
Now that's a 
success story. 


GONE GOV 

In June, Gov. 
Peter Shumlin 
announced he 
wouldn’t run 
again, then, 
six months 
later, married 
his 31-year- 
old girlfriend 
on a Tuesday 
night Way to 
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Turning the Page on 2015 


TOPTEN 




m m 




HAPPY 

NEW 

Year! 

THANK YOU TO OUR 
WONDERFUL AND LOYAL 
CUSTOMERS FOR AN 
AMAZING YEAR. 

WE WISH YOU HEALTH, 
HAPPINESS AND 
PROSPERITY IN 2016. 

Lippa's 

ESTATE AND FINE JEWELRY 


All the lines 
you love... 

La Mer 
Natura Bisse 
Bobbi Brown 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Mercier 
SkinCeuticals 

Mirr*>r Mirror 

Corner of Main & Battery Streets, 
Burlington, VT • 802-861-7500 
www.mirrormirrorvt.com 
Locally £wned «■ Locally Operated 


SEVEN DAYS 


FEED&ac/c 

READER REACTION TO RECENT ARTICLES 



staff writers Mark Davis. Ethan de Seife, 

Alicia Freese. Terri Hollenbeck. Rachel Elizabeth Jones. 
Ken Picard. Nancy Remsen. Kymelya Sari, 


Molly Walsh. Sadie Williams 



P.0. BOX 1164. BURLINGTON. VT 05402-1164 
802.864.5684 SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



A BETTER WAY? 

At a recent meeting at the Champlain 
Elementary School, there was nodialogue 
to speak of [Off Message: “Champlain 
Parkway Reviewed at 'Unexpectedly 
Civil' Meeting,” December 1]. It was 
clear the $30 million, 2.5-mile road is a 
fait accompli, which means something 
that has been done and cannot change. 

I would like to propose a creative 
alternative that would take cars off the 
road, cut carbon pollution, and move 
people in and out of the city with ease. 
A light-rail system following the route 
of the Champlain Parkway would begin 
at Route 7 and Interstate 189 — and con- 
nect at some point to the current train 
tracks around the Barge Canal — moving 
people into the city. Car parking would 
be provided at Route 7. The large Kmart 
parking lot has plenty of room for cars 
and future housing. Why not? 

Light-rail would run every 10 min- 
utes from one end to the other. There 
would be a few bus spurs downtown, 
which would move people east to city 
hall, Church Street, UVM and the hos- 
pital complex. Burlington would become 
a city of the future, not dependent on 
horseless carriages for moving people 
around. 

If light-rail doesn’t work now, per- 
haps it could work in the future? In the 
meantime, electric buses could transport 
folks from Shelburne Road into the city 
along the Parkway with an added lane on 

TIM NEWCOMB 


the western edge of Pine Street around 
the Barge Canal. Perhaps it’s not too late. 

Ron Krupp 
SOUTH BURLINGTON 


REPORT IS WRONG 

Seven Days cites a study purporting to 
show that marijuana-related driving 
fatalities in Colorado rose by 32 percent 
in 2014 [“Will Highway Safety Put the 
Brakes on Legalizing Pot in Vermont?,” 
December 9]. The so-called “increase” 
is primarily due to the fact that for 
2013, fatalities were counted as 
"marijuana-related" if the driver had a 
THC level of 2 nanograms, but then in 
2014 anyone with a THC level of just 
1 nanogram was counted. That’s not 
an increase — it’s counting two different 

Further, Colorado’s standard for 
drugged driving is actually 5 nanograms, 
calling into question whether a majority 
of the drivers tested, whether at 1 or 2 
nanograms, were under the influence of 
marijuana at all — particularly as THC 
can remain in the bloodstream for weeks 
after the effects have worn off. 

It’s unfortunate that this sort of 
shameless, politically motivated statisti- 
cal manipulation continues to be aired. 

Dave Silberman 
MIDDLEBURY 

Editor's note: The story did include 
challenges to Colorado's “32 percent" 
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WEEK IN REVIEW 


study. Matt Simon of the Marijuana Policy 
Project characterized it as the “misleading" 
work of anti-legalization interests. 


LAND GRABS 

The thought of 700-plus units going into 
the Burlington College backland has ob- 
viously touched a pretty raw nerve with 
a lot of city residents, including me [Off 
Message: “Agreement Reached for Former 
Burlington College Property," December 
3; Off Message: “Redstone Pitches Large 
Apartment Building in Old North End," 
October 29]. I would hope that the 
Development Review Board, being the 
final possible hope, would either decline 
Eric Farrell's proposal or at least severely 
curtail it. (And now, another not-needed 
overdevelopment at the foot of North 
Street? I would hope that this one gets the 
boot immediately). 

When does the shoehoming of hous- 
ing into every spare piece of open land 
end around here? This town is far from 
the Burlington I grew up in, all due to 
overcrowding, overused roads and infra- 
structure, and the false belief that we have 
to provide housing (cheap or otherwise) 
to everybody who sets foot here. At least, 
that’s what the developers would have us 
believe, when in fact, they are only in it for 
one reason: money. You know it; I know it 
Please, make it stop, before it's too late. 

Dave Parker 

BURLINGTON 


LITTLE HOUSES. BIG CHANGES 

[Nest: “Tiny in the City,” December 16; 
WTF: “What’s With All the Tiny Houses 
in Burlington?" May 6]: I remember 
seeing that North Avenue building as 
a store when I was young. Perhaps you 
didn’t know that across the street in the 
south corner of the Star Press building 
was a very tiny store, as well. Someone 
told me that the mother of the Star Press 
owner ran it. After the store closed per- 
manently, I used to peek in the window at 
the candy bars, which weren’t removed 
for years following the closure [WTF: 
“What Goes On in the Dusty Old Star 
Press on North Avenue?” September 28, 
2011], Interesting stuff, indeed, for those 
of us old enough to remember what 
Burlington used to look like. 

Bill Dumas 

BURLINGTON 


HAPPY OFF TRAIL' 

I loved Ethan de Seife’s most recent article 
about the Barr Hill Natural Area [“Magic 
Forest,” December 16] with photos by 
Tristan Von Duntz. It’s a pleasure to read 
Ethan’s great descriptions of the trails, 


the landscape and the natural history of 
the area. His writing transported me out 
there, walking in the woods instead of 
sitting inside at home on a dark, snowless 
evening. Looking forward to more in the 
“Off Trail” series. 

Sally Cook 

BURLINGTON 


CARBON CONTORTIONISTS 

[Re Off Message: “GOP Wants to Stop 
Carbon Tax, Which Isn’t Moving," October 
30]: The chair of the Vermont Republican 
Party, David Sunderland, is at it again, 
claiming that Democrats are pushing an 
$0.88 tax on working Vermonters. This 
is absolutely untrue. That is a proposal, 
a part of a bill, one of 509, that has been 
introduced in the Vermont House of 
Representatives. Far from being “fast- 
tracked," before it ever saw the light of day, 
there would need to be assurances that 
working Vermonters would not be hurt, 
that there would be a long-term, phased- 
in approach. And it would have to involve 
a multistate approach. 

This is Sunderland using scare tactics 
to try to shut down debate on climate 
change. He has said “there’s science on 
both sides of the issue." He knows, and 80 
percent of Vermonters know, that there 
is no credible scientist denying climate 
change. He is trying ever so gingerly to 
back off his and the Republican Party’s 
increasingly absurd and indefensible de- 
nials. This strategy has a name. It’s called 
“walking it back.” 

If climate change wasn’t so important 
and urgent, it would be very entertain- 
ing to watch the climate-change deniers 
contort themselves into impossible posi- 
tions. It reminds me of the game Twister 
— a bunch of kids contorting their bodies 
into hilarious positions. But climate 
change isn’t a children’s game. If it were, 
Sunderland would be winning. 

Bill Kuch 

SPRINGFIELD 


SAY SOMETHING! 










VERMONT’S LARGEST 
CH AMPAGNE CELLAR 

WE’VE GOT OVER 150 
CHAMPAGNES AND 
SPARKLING WINES 
PRICED $5.99 AND UP! 
Perfectly paired and priced 
for New Year’s Eve. 


CHECK OUT OUR FAVORITE 
WINES OF THE YEAR! 

ALL AVAILABLE NOW. 

E MONTAND BLANC 
DE BLANCS NV 
$13.99 

STEININGER KAMPTAL GRUNER 
VELTLINER 2014 
$14.99 

DOM. DE LA PEPIERE MUSCADET 
SERVE ET MAINE 2014 
$13.99 

ELK COVE PINOT GRIS 2014 
$15.99 

FOX RUN CHARDONNAY 2014 
$11.99 

SIMPLE LIFE PINOT NOIR 2013 
$10.99 

ARMAS DE GUERRA MENCIA 2014 
$8.99 

AND SEE MORE AT 
cheeseandwinetraders.com 
OR AT THE STORE! 



1 186 Wllliston Rd. 

So. Burlington, VT 05403 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm 
cheeseandwinetraders.com 



DEC 30 -JAN 19 

available while supplies last 
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Market 

82 S. Winooski Ave., Burlington, V 
Open 7am - 11pm every day 
(802) 861-9700 
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SALE 


Houseplant 


ACCELERATED SUMMER COLLEGE 


REGISTER NOW for a live online information session 
January 12 at 12:30 p.m. 
smcvt.edu/ascinfo or CALL 802.654.2721 


Providing the Support You Need - When You Need It 


Please contact Cathy Stroutsos at 802-923-2513 or cstroutsos@residenceshelburnebay.com 
185 Pine Haven Shores Road, Shelburne, VT 05482 | residenceshelburnebay.com 


ACCELERATED SUMMER COLLEGE 


January 2-31 


>Cresidence 


Independent, Assisted and Memory Care 


At Saint Michael’s College, you can get ahead in your college 
career with our on-campus six-week, eight-credit innovative 
instructional experience. Make your summer count. 

May 23 -July 1,2016 

Pf Saint Michael’s 
v College 


For older adults seeking a vibrant lifestyle we 
offer our residents customized levels of care. 

Our community is the perfect place to call home. 
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Vr SUPPLY COMPANY Burlington Garden Center Closed Dec. 29-3C 
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14 And Then What? 

Seven Days Reporters 
Update New Stories 
From 2015 


ARTS NEWS 

26 Jurassic World 
Director Turns the 
Camera on a Human- 
Size Story 

26 Sabra Field On-Screen: 
A New Doc Celebrates 
Vermont Prlntinaker 


28 Vermont Trekkles 
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Based TV Series ‘Star 
Trek Anthology’ 
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48 Calendar 


FUN STUFF 
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70 Art 
76 Movies 


CLASSIFIEDS 




Dropping the Ball? 

Celebrating New Year's Eve, the Y2K way... 


The pressure has never been greater 
to make it to midnight — if for no other 
reason that to count yourself among 
the millennial masses when the great 
odometer in the sky turns to 2-0-0-0. 

Like missing Woodstock, it wall be hard to 
explain to future generations how — and 
why — you slept through Y2K eve. Or, 
depending on how things go, what you did 
to prepare for it 



Here’s what some 
notable Vermonters 

Judge F. Ray Keyser, Chelsea, retired 
Vermont Supreme Court judge 

“I plan to stay up until 12 because, if I 
make it that far, I will have lived in three 
centuries. Not three generations — three 
centuries.” 


Yolanda, Burlington, 
drag queen 

‘I am going to be running 
through the streets naked 
with a strap-on dildo in 
Montreal.” 

Jessica Oski, Burlington, 
assistant city attorney 

“A lot of people I know are going to 
Florida, but I’m supposed to be present 
at the Burlington Emergency Operation 
Center, located at the Burlington 
Police Station, in the event of any Y2K 
emergency.” 


i READ MORE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/2020. 





Happy Holidays 

from our family to yours! 
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Find our products atone of these fine establishments 

City Market • Healthy Living • Shelburne Market • Richmond Beverage 
Village Market Waterbury • Sterling Market Johnson • Middlebury Coop 
Brattleboro Coop • Hunger Mt Montpelier •Meuhron's Market Waitsfield 
Woodstock Farmers Market • Mac's Woodstock • Mac's Stowe 
UVM Medical • UVM School 

PRICE CHOPPER; Burlington-Shelburne Rd-Hinesburg Rd • Essex Jet • 
Colchester Milton • Barre • Rutland • SHAWS: Burlington • Colchester • 
Waterbury • HANNAFORD: Burhngton-Hannaford Lane-Uruversity Mall • 
Williston • Barre • Rutland • Essex Jet 




MAIN STREET LANDING 


MOVIES AT 

MAIN STREET LANDING 

THE FILM HOUSE * SIXTY LAKE STREET * BURLINGTON WATERFRONT 


Every Tuesday at 7pm ★ First Come First Served ★ Free and Open to the Public 


Market Basket Massachusetts Stores • Whole Fbods: North Hadley, MA-Andover. 
MABedford, MA-Frammgham, MA-Swampscutt, MA-Portland, ME 


10516 Route 116* Hinesburg, Vermont 0546 1 
kbfvermont@gmail.com • kimballbrookfarm.com 



Unique event and performance 
space available for daily rental 
Call Melinda Moulton 
802-864-7999 

mainstreetlanding.com 






SUNDAY 3 

View From the Top 

Those with acrophobia, beware. Shown as part of 
the Middlebury New Filmmakers Festival Winter 
Screening Series, the 2015 documentary Meru follows 
three climbers as they put one foot in front of the 
other on their journey up the seemingly insurmount- 
able Mount Meru. Viewers watch, white-knuckled, 
as the climbers face the fearsome forces of nature, 
tackling personal challenges along the way. 


MUST SEE, MUST DO THIS WEEK 


THURSDAY 31 


FRIDAY 1 

The Great Outdoors 


© There is no shortage of revelry during 

Montpelier's New Year's Eve Celebration. 

Before settling in on the Statehouse lawn for a 
festive fireworks show, families can catch Marko 
the Magician performing awe-inspiring feats of illusion 
andihypnosis. The merrymaking continues at city hall 
k with a blues-fueled bash hosted by guitarist Dave 
Hk Keller (pictured). Let the countdown begin! 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE SO 


Nature lovers stride into 2016 with First Day Hikes. 
Vermont State Parks welcome winter warriors of all ages 
for a variety of family-friendly excursions ranging from 
easy to strenuous. Need a little guidance? Treks come 
complete with optional direction from professional lead- 
ers and outdoor educators. Theres nothing like a blast of 
crisp, clean air to solidify that New Years resolution! 


WEDNESDAY 6 

Stanza and Deliver 


Rhyme-and-meter enthusiasts listen in on a poetry 
reading by the New York TTmes-best-sel ling writer 
Mark Doty at Goddard College. Former United States 
poet laureate Philip Levine describes the 2008 
National Book Award winner as "a maker of big. risky, 
fearless poems in which ordinary human experience 
becomes music.' Doty shares his gift for verse through 
selections from his 2015 collection Deep Lane. 


THURSDAY 31 

Rhythm of the Night 

Sparkling Champagne, nonstop music and dolled- 
up drag queens — what more could one want at a 
year-end bash? Higher Ground Showcase Lounge 
houses Pop-Up! New Queers Eve Dance Party, 
an 18-and-up soiree propelled by hot hip-hop. 
Infectious pop and beat-driven club tunes spun by 
Burlington's own DJ Liu. Here's to 20161 


WEDNESDAY 13 

World Music 


Of the Ukrainian musical quartet 

DakhaBrakha, National Public Radio 
says, "from the first moment the 
V group starts performing, its hard 
J not to get caught up in the magic 
it weaves." Armed with accordion. 
By cello, percussion, Balkan-style 
K' vocals and theatrical garb, the folk- 
V punk players put an artful twist on the 

traditional sounds of their native country. 
Sounds like magic, indeed! 


OPENING THURSDAY 7 

Photographic Evidence 

Urban landscapes meet the Green Mountain State 
by way of photography and mixed-media pieces 
by artists Tom Cullins and Kelly HolL Architecture, 
advertisements, reflections and street art inform 
their exhibition. "Alternatives," opening January 
7 at River Arts in Morrisville. A reception and artist 
talk kick off the show, on view through March 1. 


LEARN 

LAUCH 

LOUNGE 


FAIR GAME open season on VERMONT politics by paulheintz 


WED 

30 

STANDUP 

Standup Open Mic 


IMPROV 

Open Improv lam 



ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 


(802) 859-0100 | WWW.VTCOMEDY.COM 
101 MAIN STREET. BURLINGTON 




The Politics of 2015 


L ast December, shortly before 
this end-of-year column went 
to press, we had to make a 
significant last-minute edit. A 
few hours earlier, Gov. peter shumlin 
dropped the biggest news of the year: He 
was abandoning his long-promised plan 
to build a single-payer-style health care 
system in Vermont. 

That decision, in many ways, drove the 
politics of 2015. 

Having alienated Democrats, 
Progressives and Republicans, Shumlin 
limped through his fifth legislative session 
and, shortly after it concluded, announced 
he would not seek a fourth term. His im- 
pending retirement launched a cascading 
series of open political contests — for gov- 
ernor, lieutenant governor, House speaker 
and the legislature. 

That would’ve been enough to keep any 
political columnist busy. But 2015 was also 
(he year in which a state senator was ar- 
rested for sexual assault on the grounds of 
the Statehouse. And the governor appointed 
independent counsel to investigate alleged 
wrongdoing by the attorney general. 

Even those weren't the biggest stories 
of the year. This was: After laboring in 
relative obscurity for nearly 45 years, 
Vermont’s own bernie sanders became a 
national phenomenon — and the popu- 
list alternative to hillary clinton in the 
Democratic presidential primary. 

It was the year of Bernie Mania. 

Win or lose, Sanders has established 
himself as a progressive icon and leader 
of the left. Like former governor Howard 
dean, he has put Burlington on the politi- 
cal map and brought a uniquely Vermont 
sensibility to the presidential election. 

So what else happened? Here's our list 
of the top 10 political stories of 2015, in 
loose chronological order: 

Welcome Back! 

After the legislature gaveled into session 
last January, its first job was to settle the 
contested 2014 election. Republican scott 
milne had fallen short of Shumlin by 2,434 
votes, but instead of conceding the race, 
he made the unusual decision to contest 
it before a joint session of the legislature. 
(It’s tasked with picking a gov if nobody 
wins an outright majority.) 

In the end, legislators split roughly 
along party lines, with 110 supporting 
Shumlin and 69 backing Milne. 

The reelected incumbent didn't get a 
chance to celebrate. Later that afternoon, 
some 250 activists stormed Shumlin’s 
third inauguration, demanding hearings 
on his abandoned single-payer plan. They 


sang songs, unfurled banners and staged 
a sit-in on the House floor. 

By the time the last protester was 
dragged out of the Statehouse and arrested, 
Shumlin’s big day felt like a bust 

Ed Talks 

Legislators had failed to address rising 
property taxes during the 2014 session 
— and paid the price at the polls that 
November. So they returned to Montpelier 
in January 2015 with a pledge to tackle the 
perennial problem. 

Leading the charge was House Speaker 
shap smith (D-Morristown), who assem- 
bled a special committee to explore the 
growth of education spending as enroll- 
ment continued to drop. 

After months of debate, legislators ad- 
opted a school governance reform bill that 
would provide the state’s 277 overlapping 
districts carrots and sticks to merge into 
larger ones by 2019. Some critics shrugged 
it off as a nothing-burger, while others 
characterized it as the end of local control. 

By fall, Act 46 had become a potent 
political issue. School board members 
were particularly concerned that their 
budgets would blow through the new 
law’s variable cap on per-pupil spending. 
In response, Shumlin pledged to return to 
the Statehouse in January 2016 to delay the 
cap for a year — or dump it altogether. 

Fresher Start 

In 2012, a little-known developer and 
airport commissioner named miro 
weinberoer came out of nowhere to 
narrowly win the Democratic nomination 
for mayor of the Queen City. 

Three years later, he coasted to reelec- 
tion on Town Meeting Day with 68 percent 
of the vote — clobbering Progressive steve 
goodkino (22 percent), independent greg 
guma (7 percent) and Libertarian loyal 
ploof (2 percent). 

When the state’s top office opened up in 
June, Weinberger declined to make a move. 
But rest assured: You’ll see this 45-year-old 
pol on a statewide ballot sometime soon. 

Special Counsel 

Attorney General bill sorrell summoned 
reporters to his Montpelier office in March 
to accuse 2014 lieutenant gubernatorial 
candidate dean corren of violating public 
election financing law. He said Corren 
had improperly asked the Vermont 
Democratic Party to email its supporters 
on his behalf. 

Sorrell's proposed penalty for the $255 
email? $72,000. 


POLITICS 


Over the next six weeks, Seven Days pub- 
lished a series of stories demonstrating that 
Sorrell himself had played fast and loose 
with campaign finance law. A Republican 
operative, brady toensing, seized on the 
stories and filed a series of complaints with 
the AG’s office. Shockingly, Sorrell declined 
to investigate himself. 

After a Senate committee called the AG 
in for questioning in April, Gov. Shumlin 
and a panel of state’s 
attorneys appointed it Ilf AQ 
former lawmaker tom 1 1 HnU 
little to investigate 
the charges. As of press 
time, Little had yet to 
release the long-awaited 

Sorrell’s opponent 
in the 2012 Democratic 
primary, Chittenden 
County State’s Attorney t.j. donovan, an- 
nounced in June that he was running 
again. Three months later, Sorrell bowed 
out of the race. 

Numbers Games 

The 2014 legislative session was even more 
taxing than usual. 

It opened in January with a $90.4 
million payroll tax proposal from Gov. 
Shumlin. And it closed in May with a 
budget and tax standoff that nearly re- 
sulted in a gubernatorial veto. 

Shumlin lost both fights. 

His payroll tax, designed to address the 
Medicaid cost-shift, never really got an 
airing. Legislators appeared more inter- 
ested in debating a sugar-sweetened bev- 
erage tax — but that, too, died an inglorious 
death at the hands of House leaders. 

Most of the session was spent figuring 
out how to close a $113 million budget 
gap. Appropriators managed to find $53 
million in cuts, but that wasn’t enough for 
Shumlin, who spent weeks disparaging the 
$30 million worth of tax hikes proposed by 
legislative leaders. 

In the end, Shumlin caved and agreed to 
spare his fellow Democrats a veto session. 

The Norm Storm 

On a warm Thursday night the week before 
the legislature adjourned, plainclothes 
Vermont State Police troopers arrested 
Sen. norm mcallister (R-Franklin) in a 
parking lot outside the Statehouse. 

Authorities accused him of sexually 
assaulting two women and attempting 
to coerce a third. The Highgate farmer 
pleaded not guilty and was released on bail. 

After learning that one of the alleged 
victims was McAllister’s young Statehouse 







= GOT A TIP FOR PAUL? PAUL@SEVENDAVSVT.COM = 


assistant, leaders of every part)' called for 
his resignation and a Senate panel stripped 
him of his committee assignments. 

But McAllister didn’t budge. 

As summer turned into hill and fall 
into winter. Senate leaders realized 
McAllister was serious about returning to 
the Statehouse in 2016. Sensing they didn’t 
have the votes to expel him before he stood 
trial, they rallied behind a motion to sus- 
pend the senator. It passed the Senate Rules 
Committee in December and was scheduled 
for a vote on the House floor in January. 

Shum’s Done 

Three weeks after the legislature adjourned, 
Gov. Shumlin summoned staff and cabinet 
members to a Statehouse meeting room, 
where he delivered the news that he 
wouldn’t seek a fourth two-year term. 

“I want these 18 months in office to be 
focused entirely on continuing the work 
that we have started together," he told 
reporters later that morning. 

The announcement shocked political 
insiders, despite Shumlin’s dismal legis- 
lative session and near-loss the previous 
November. It marked the beginning of 
the end of an era for a wily Putney pol 
who had climbed the ladder from the 
town selectboard to the Senate presidency 
to the chairmanship of the Democratic 
Governors Association. 

When his term expires next winter, 
Shumlin plans to return to southern 
Vermont with his new wife, katie hunt, 
and get back to work at the family busi- 
ness, Putney Student Travel. 

But it’s hard to imagine we’ll have seen 
the last of him. 

All In 

Shumlin’s retirement announcement 
launched an especially early and 
competitive gubernatorial race. Within 
days, nearly every politician with a pulse 
said he or she was considering a run to 
replace him in 2016. 

The field froze, briefly, as Congressman 
peter welch (D-Vt.) publicly pondered 
a bid — but he eventually announced he 
would seek reelection to the U.S. House. 
By autumn, it was clear that the principal 
Republican contenders would be Lt. Gov. 
phil scott and retired investment banker 
bruce lisman — and, on the Democratic 
side. Speaker Smith, former transporta- 
tion secretary sue minter and former 
senator matt dunne. (Smith dropped out 
in November to tend to a family health 

The rare opening at the top of 
Vermont’s political hierarchy set other 
races into motion. Currently vying for 
Scott's job as LG are Rep. kesha ram 
(D-Burlington), Sen. david zuckerman 
(P/D-Chittenden), Marlboro Democrat 
branoon riker and 2012 Republican guber- 
natorial nominee randy brock. 


Ram and Zuckerman will abandon 
their legislative seats to run. And Smith’s 
retirement from the legislature will 
prompt a race for House Speaker. 

Tragedy Strikes 

The quadruple homicide that rocked 
central Vermont in August was not a 
political story, per se. It was a tragedy. 

But the murders of three Berlin 
women and a Department for Children 
and Families social worker certainly had 
political repercussions, tied as they were 
to such potent issues as child protection, 
substance abuse, mental illness and guns. 

Most immediately, state workers won- 
dered whether they were being adequately 
protected from harm. One of the victims, 
DCF caseworker lara sobel, was killed as 
she was leaving work. 

Others wondered whether chronic 
understaffing at DCF contributed to the 
tragedy. Sobel had worked with the al- 
leged shooter, who was apparently upset 
that her child had been removed from her 
custody. Five months later, Gov. Shumlin 
called for 35 new positions at DCF, argu- 
ing that the state’s opiate crisis was strain- 
ing the child welfare system. 

The tragedy may also add fuel to 
Vermont’s long-running debate over its 
lax gun laws. When gubernatorial candi- 
date Minter announced support for uni- 
versal background checks in November, 
she cited the August shootings, saying: 
“Vermont is not immune to gun violence.” 

Bern Notice 

Thirty-four years after Burlington elected 
him mayor, Sen. Sanders announced in 
April at a Capitol Hill press conference that 
he would seek the Democratic presidential 
nomination. 

At first, Sanders was treated as a curi- 
osity', not a contender. But the 74-year-old 
democratic socialist quickly caught fire. 
Within weeks of his May campaign kickoff 
on the Burlington waterfront, Sanders was 
packing arenas coast to coast. The words 
“feel the Bern" became a thing. 

By September, the hitherto little- 
known Vermonter was tied with Clinton in 
Iowa and leading her in New Hampshire. 
By October, he was raising nearly as much 
money as the formidable fundraiser — 
largely from small-dollar donors. 

But Sanders’ mo’ took a hit later that 
month when Vice President joe biden 
finally declared he would not join the 
race. With Biden out, Clinton further 
consolidated establishment support — 
and Sanders' rise seemed to stall. His 
economic message, meanwhile, found less 
resonance after terrorist attacks in Paris 
and California refocused the election on 
national security and foreign policy'. 

Sanders still has a month to go before the 
Iowa caucuses. As Vermonters have learned 
by now, it’s never wise to count him out. © 
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And Then What? 

Seven Days reporters update news stories from 2015 

BY MARK DAVIS. ALICIA FREESE, TERRI HALLENBECK, NANCY REMSEN AND MOLLY WALSH 


N o one could say we ignored Bernie Sanders 
in 2015. Seven Days reporters wrote 11 
political columns about the Vermont 
senator who is running for president, 122 
blog posts and 30 print articles, three of which we 
featured on the cover. Bernie was also the subject of 
a “Stuck in Vermont” video episode, won a couple 
of Daysies awards, and inspired both a Seven Days 
imitation contest and a Tech Issue story about 
Vermont-centric emoji. 

Not every story has legs like Bernie’s, but our news 
team kept apace with countless other important local 
developments in 2015. While political editor Paul 
Heintz was tracking Sanders, and Attorney General 
Bill Sorrell, Terri Hallenbeck has been all over the 
governor’s race and the Vermont Gas pipeline contro- 
versy. On the health care beat, Nancy Remsen analyzed 
expansion plans at the University of Vermont Medical 
Center, construction at the new state office complex in 
Waterbury and what still ails Vermont Health Connect. 


Our hometown of Burlington is a bellwether for 
the rest of the state. Alicia Freese closely followed the 
evolution of Uber, from its first feuds with local cab 
companies to the city's ongoing attempts to rewrite its 

NOT EVERY STORY 
HAS LEGS LIKERERNIE’S, 

BUT HR NEWS TEAM KEPT APACE 
WITH COUNTLESS OTHER IMPORTANT 
LOCAL DEVELOPMENTS IN 2015. 

taxi rules. She also covered the Champlain Parkway, the 
Moran Plant and the woes of still-struggling Burlington 
College, which sold off almost all of its lakefront campus 


to a housing developer. Molly Walsh applied similar 
sustained scrutiny to the downtown mail’s proposed 
renovation. 

In 2015, Mark Davis put 7,623 miles on his car chas- 
ing down cops, commissioners and convicts to keep up 
with the criminal justice- reform movement, police vio- 
lence and the impacts of Vermont’s practice of shipping 
inmates out of state. Last January, he filed daily court 
reports from the bizarre federal trial of alleged Bosnian 
war criminal Edin Sakoc. In mid-December, Davis deliv- 
ered news of a plea deal: The feds will drop the charges 
against Sakoc if he agrees to leave the country. 

Outside of their regular beats, Seven Days reporters 
pursued plenty of other stories — some too big to ignore, 
some that other media outlets missed or glossed over. 
Plenty of them could be categorized as quirky. To find 
Vermont’s most fascinating characters, and conflicts, 
often requires driving far and digging deep. 

As the year drew to a close, we revisited a few that 
merited follow-up. ® 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 


Alleged Serial Poacher 
Mounts a Vigorous 
Defense 






H observed. They charged Wayne Dion 
5 with nine counts of illegally baiting and 

« illegal deer. 

•It hurts my feelings; Dion said of the 
allegations, which he insisted are false. 


UPDATE: Most poaching cases in 
Vermont resolve in quick plea deals. 
But the Dion one is shaping up to be 
an only-in-the-Northeast Kingdom 


legal donnybrook — and, as of press 
time, appeared to be headed for trial 
in early 2016. 

Much of the case rests on a deer 
carcass that wardens found in the 
couple’s basement. Senior Warden 
David Gregory measured the tem- 
perature of the dead deer’s thigh and 
determined the animal died eight to 
10 hours before the start of the 2014 
hunting season. Such a premature 
kill would constitute a violation of 
Vermont law. 

Defense attorneys have challenged 
the warden’s method of ascertaining 
time of death, calling it junk science. 

Prosecutors avoided poten- 
tial disaster when Judge Howard 
VanBenthuysen denied a request 
from the defense to discard that 
evidence. But he forbade Gregory 
from testifying about measurements 
taken in similar cases for the sake of 
comparison and encouraged defense 
attorneys to question the validity 
of the method during a “rigorous 
cross-examination.” 

The jury’s decision could affect 
how wardens conduct future poach- 
ing investigations in Vermont. 



^ 2015 updates 
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GOTACALL 


UPDATE: No one has surrendered in Victory. 

"I would say it’s just as nasty as ever," Pat Mitchell said. 

Loomis, her nemesis, bragged: “ We are prevailing — the good side.” 

Shortly after the Seven Days story ran, Mitchell 
ally Tracey Martel — who successfully ran for town 
clerk despite allegations that she had joined the “ISIS 
of Victory” — installed a video camera to monitor the 
goings-on in the town’s tiny office. 

Loomis installed a second camera there. 

Martel resigned, paving the way for former town 
clerk Carol Easter, whom Martel had ousted, to re- 
claim the job. 

It was not a graceful transition. “I had to catch up 
on a lot of shit. That lady didn’t know what she was 
doing,” Easter alleged. 

Mitchell's tax case continues to wind through the 
courts. She is still refusing to pay her taxes and has 
increased her flock to 67 animals. “It would take more 
than those type of people to make me stop,” Mitchell 
explained. 

In the coming weeks, the selectboard will receive 
a highly anticipated audit of the town’s books, which 
some say will include evidence of financial malfeasance. 

The timing could be ideal for Comedy Central. Seven Days got a call from 
a “Daily Show with Trevor Noah” producer inquiring about the feud as a pos- 
sible future feature. 

— M.D, 
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UPDATE: The Church Street 

Marketplace updated its process 
for permitting street performers, and, 
as a result, it's a lot harder to make 
the cut. In the past, “99 percent” of 
applicants got approved; now, just 40 
percent. 

Nonetheless, Redmond said the 
Vermont Furs would likely pass muster. 

Why haven't they auditioned? 

The marketplace also upped the price 
of permits. The group of 12 would have 
to pay $540 for a one-year permit, which 
would cover background checks and 
administrative costs. That’s not feasible 
for the Vermont Furs, who entertain for 
free, Owens said. 


In their quest to do away with the 
mask ban, the furries have gained an 
influential ally: Allen Gilbert, executive 
director of the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Vermont. In early November, 
Gilbert urged Burlington to repeal its 
ordinance after police detained two men 
wearing Guy Fawkes masks at an anti- 
Ku Klux Klan rally. Gilbert argued that 
masks can be a form of political expres- 
sion — and therefore protected speech. 

In response, Burlington’s city at- 
torney, Eileen Blackwood, is analyzing 
the ban. She expects to recommend 
“potential revisions” to the city council’s 
ordinance committee in January. 


"We know that there was contact 
between them; we know that she went 
in there,” Hanley said, referring to 
the health food store Durst owned in 
the 70s. 

Locals may know more than they’re 
saying, too. 

“There are some people we suspect 
are somewhat reluctant to speak with 
us in depth,” Hanley said, adding: 
“They may be holding a few things 

Durst lived outside Middlebury, 
in Ripton, but few people in the small 
town remember him. Police have 
searched his former property and 
others in the area. Schulze has never 
been found. 

Durst remains jailed on weap- 
ons charges in Louisiana and faces 
murder charges in California for 
the death of his friend, Susan 
Berman. 


He may or may not be implicated 
in Schulze’s disappearance, Hanley 
said. Bowdish remains the lead in- 
vestigator on the matter, which has, 
over the years, generated a fat case 
file. According to her boss, she has no 
intention of giving up. 

— M.W. 


BURLINGTON 

Money and Mask 
Ban Keep Burlington 
‘Furry’-Free 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Middlebury Police 
Probe Potential Link 
to Cold Case 


UPDATE: The burst of publicity did 
bring in some tips and recollections, 
but Schulze’s disappearance remains a 
mystery. 

Durst has declined to talk to 
Middlebury police, according to Chief 
Thomas Hanley, who said he believes 
the incarcerated man could provide 
information that would help resolve 
the case. 


2015 updates 



UPDATE: The Canadian dollar is even 
weaker now. Since March, its worth has 
dropped to about 72 American cents. 

Boardings at Burlington International 
Airport, where Canadian traffic is an 
important source of revenue, are down 
2.4 percent this year from last. Officials 
are hoping the winter school holidays 
will bring the usual seasonal bump. 
“There’s still a lot of Canadians coming 
to Burlington,” said Gene Richards, BTV 
director of aviation. 

It’s unclear how big a hit tourism might 
take. The good news: State rooms and 
meals tax revenue for the first four months 
of the fiscal year that started in July is run- 
ning 4.9 percent higher than last year — so 
somebody's spending money. 

Some state highway welcome centers 
are seeing more visitors. Yet the welcome 



*mac$ 


center on southbound Interstate 89 near 
the Canadian border reported 7.5 percent 
fewer visitors in October. 

On Church Street, Canadians typically 
account for between 4 and 8 percent of 
sales, accordingtoRonRedmond, executive 
director of the Church Street Marketplace 
Commission. 


At 


the 


Homeport 
there, much 
of the normal 
Canadian shop- 
ping traffic has 
“evaporated," said 
Mark Bouchett, 
co-owner of the 
family business. 
“I speak French, 
and I do a lot of 
the talking to the 
French customers 

the store, and they 
haven’t been here. 
Last weekend I 
nay have seen one 
French-speaking 
couple in the store, 
and that’s highly 
unusual.” 

Still, December 

track to finish 16 percent higher than last 
December’s, making it an “outstanding” 
month, Bouchett said. Why? Vermont 
shoppers are confident about the economy, 
he said, and December’s unusually warm 
weather helped. 

— M.W. 
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CRIME 

A Notorious Sex 
Offender Settles Into 
a Quiet Life 


UPDATE: Laws, 49, has been living 
quietly in Barre. He landed a steady 
job, he told Seven Days, but declined to 
provide details. 

Laws is still angry about the DOC’s 
decision to publicize his release, and 
the resulting media whirlwind. “It’s 
been a long, hard struggle for me over 
the last several months," he said. “I 
was totally unprepared to be thrown 
out like that, and they did nothing but 


hinder my chances of success. They 
weren't willing to do one thing to 
help me to have a chance.” 

Barre police confirmed that Laws 
has caused no problems. 

Laws has begun to adapt to the 
technological changes that he missed 
in prison: He uses his cellphone fre- 
quently, and he can text 

Laws said he has voluntarily 
received mental health counseling. 
That, he stressed, is further proof 
that DOC officials “lied” when they 
claimed that he refused to enter 
a lengthy sex offender treatment 
program. 

“Does it make any sense I wouldn’t 
do an 18-month program if I’ve done 
six months of counseling out here 
and will continue to do it out here?” 
he asked. 

— M.D. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Cops Drop Facebook 
Shaming 


rfllity and f 

UPDATE: For better or worse, people 
who run afoul of the law in Chittenden 
County can count on a little more pri- 
vacy. Police in both South Burlington and 
Winooski have stopped routinely posting 
mug shots on Facebook. SoBu pulled the 
plug on the public pictures in early July, 
and Winooski did the same more recently. 

“At the end of the day I felt from my 
moral-compass side that it wasn’t the 
right thing to do,” said South Burlington 
Police Chief Trevor Whipple, who said he 


WILL YOU P 


:ASE 


OFFYOUR FACEBOOK PAGE? 


AKE MY PICTURE 


was worried about the photos remaining 
searchable when a defendant freed only a 
minor offense or was not convicted. 

Winooski Police Chief Rick Hebert did 
not return calls. But the WPD Facebook 
page has been purged of most mug shots, as 
well as much of the gossipy commentary. 


Both Winooski and South Burlington 
continue to post images of people named 
in warrants and surveillance photos of 
suspects. Those pictures aren’t coming 
down, Whipple promised. They gener- 
ate tips and even prompt suspects to 
turn themselves in. 


Said Whipple: “I have people 
call and say, ‘For heaven’s sake, if I 
come and turn myself in, will you 
please take my picture off your 
Facebook page?”' 

— M.W. 
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2015 updates 


HEALTH CARE 


At Vermont Vets’ Home, 
No Rest From Funding 
Challenges 



UPDATE: The Vermont Veterans’ 
Home is now licensed for 130 beds, not 
171, which saves $200,000 a year. 

Still, overtime is running more 
than $100,000 over budget, said CEO 
Melissa Jackson, which is why man- 
agement wants to implement a new 
schedule that would maintain constant 
staffing levels throughout the week. 

That requires negotiating with the 
unionized workforce — which hasn't 
gone well. The Vermont State Employees' 
Association, which represents the 196 


BUSINESS 

Vermont’s Medical 
Marijuana Industry 
Is on the Move 








The state, meanwhile, was working out 
rules to allow dispensaries to begin offering 
home delivery of medical marijuana to 
registered patients. 



full-time nursing staff, asked for a media- 
tor in October after the two sides failed 
to reach agreement. Stacy Crawford, a li- 
censed practical nurse, said the schedule 


UPDATE: It took some convincing, 
but the Milton grow facility' is up and 
running, said Shayne Lynn, execu- 
tive director of the Champlain Valley 
Dispensary and Southern Vermont 
Wellness. His company runs two of 
the state’s four licensed dispensa- 
ries, in Burlington and Brattleboro, 
and is continuing to use its older 
growing and testing facility in South 
Burlington, he said. 

Lynn will apparently not face 
competition in Chittenden County, 
as state officials turned down 
Rutland County Organics' request 
to move the Brandon dispensary 
to Williston. Lindsey Wells, the 
state’s marijuana program administra- 
tor, said state officials were concerned 
that patients in the Rutland County area 



would be left without 
a conveniently located 

To that end, dis- 
pensaries recently 
got the green light 
to start home deliv- 
ery — provided the 
Department of Public 


that management offered would have 
required nurses to work five of six 
weekends. 

Barbara King, a 


assistant, blames the excessive over- 
time on a shortage of staff. She said: 
“They have built no buffer in at all.” 

— N.R 


GOT THE GREEN LIGHT 
TO START HOME DELIVERY. 


Safety approves their procedures, in- 
cluding safety' precautions. Although 
the mobile marijuana business isn’t 
restricted by geography, patients 


have to pick — and stick with — one 
dispensary. 

Lynn said Champlain Valley 
Dispensary plans to begin regular 
delivery service in January. “We ran 
a want ad for drivers and got over 50 
applications,” he reported. 

— T.H. 
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UPDATE: Sinex hasn't formally 
submitted his mall redo plan to the 
Burlington Development Review 
Board — instead, he subjected it to a 
public planning process. 

There’s been relatively little dis- 
cussion about tower height in those 
meetings so far, but some city residents 


have expressed their concerns through 
other means, said Jane Knodell, the 
Progressive president of the Burlington 
City Council who also serves on the 
mall Development Agreement Public 
Advisory Committee. 

The goal is for the towers to fit 
in with the architecture and feel of 
the city, while allowing for several 
hundred units of new housing in 
Burlington’s dense, walkable down- 
town, Sinex said. Knodell said she’d 
support the height increase if the 
public benefits of the project meet her 
goals for better street connectivity, 


affordable housing and a revitalized 
retail experience. 

Some aspects of the proposal have 
changed already. The new parking 
garage will be above ground, not un- 
derground, due to cost, Sinex said. 
But it will be on the interior of the 
project, hidden from view. The most 
up-to-date design for the project will 
be presented at 5:30 p.m. January 5 
in the mall’s lower level. The public 
is invited to look at posters and 
weigh in. 

City voters will have their say 
via a future ballot question about 


tax-increment financing for mall infra- 
structure. “In practice it will be almost 
like a vote up or down on the whole 
project,” Knodell said. 

But plans for a March vote have 
been dropped, and it's unclear whether 
the question will go on the November 
2016 ballot. 

Sinex predicts it will take most of 
next year to get through the permitting 
process. If approved, he hopes to build 
the project in 2017 and replace the 
mall with a more modern, mixed-use 
development. 

— M.W. 


DEVELOPMENT 

Colchester Officials 
Give Up the Buoy Battle 



to create a safe swimming area for future 
inhabitants of Barry's housing development 


The Colchester Selectboard had unani- 

that they would cordon off part of Lake 
Champlain - a public resource - for the 


UPDATE: The Army Corps did respond 
to town manager Dawn Francis and 
Selectman Tom Mulcahy. “It was a very 
short meeting,” Mulcahy reported. He 
asked whether Colchester had any re- 
course to influence future buoy applica- 
tions. The answer: a peremptory “no.” 



| Buoy permits in Lake Champlain 
5 fall squarely within the Army Corps' 
I purview. In some situations, the state 
£ Agency of Natural Resources has a say — 
but towns do not. 

“It is futile,” Mulcahy concluded. "We 
have no authority, and that’s the way it is." 

In October, the selectboard voted 3-2 
to drop the issue. 

In early November, the Army Corps 
informed the town that it had received 
another application for buoys. This 
time, property owners at the Camp 
Edgewater Condominiums want to 
install nine of them to warn boaters to 
slow down. 

The selectboard has asked the 
Army Corps to reject the proposal, but 
Selectman Marc Landry said he ex- 
pects the feds will ignore its counsel. 
In an email, he predicted: “If this plays 
out as I expect it, one by one, property 
owners will take advantage of the 
ability to cordon off [the] lake in front 
of their homes. They would be nuts 

— A.F. 



ANIMALS 

Still Spooked: Murphy 
the Dog Eludes Capture 
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the trap. Murphy ate I 



his way through the wir 



/e. The 


terbury ho 



UPDATE: Murphy sightings were few and far between over the summer, and his 
would-be rescuers almost gave up hope. In recent weeks, though, the runaway dog 
has reappeared at Ring's home, albeit no less wary of the trap. 

When Ring and others have placed food outside the trap, Murphy has, at times, 
gobbled it up — including a batch laced with heartworm and flea medications, to 
keep him healthy. 

The goal is to move the food deeper inside the trap, but 
Murphy is spooked by the slightest change in routine. "They've 
been slowly, slowly moving the food back," said Middlesex ani- 
mal-control officer Erika Holm. “Too far in back, he won’t go in 
at all. You have to work it in really small increments, or he won’t 
touch it.” 

Murphy's appearances have also been irregular, malting it 
difficult for his rescuers — who all have day jobs — to know 
when they may need to spring into action. But volunteers 
say they won’t give up. If they can get him on a more regular 
feeding schedule, and slowly lure him into the trap, Murphy’s story could still have 
a happy ending. 

“I want to reunite him with his family,” Holm said. “I think that’s what he 
wants, too. He just doesn’t know how to do it.” 

— M.D. 
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CRIME 

A DCF Caseworker’s 
Slaying Reverberates 
Statewide 








Regina and Rhonda Herring, 43 and 48 , and her 
aunt Julie Falzarano, 73, In their Berlin home. 
Herring. 40. of South Barre, has pleaded 


UPDATE: Three DCF caseworkers quit 
as a direct result of Sobel’s death, ac- 
cording to Commissioner Ken Schatz. 
In December, Gov. Peter Shumlin 
pledged to add 35 social workers and 
other staff in 2016. A major cause of 



the crisis: Drug-addicted parents are 
neglecting their children, forcing the 
state to take custody of an increasing 
number of them. 


Meanwhile, DCF began to catalog 
threats against its workers in the wake 
of the shooting and has counted 109, 
Schatz said. “It is of great concern,” he 


said. Some of those making the threats 
have invoked Herring's name, Schatz 
said. "That's the context in which 
people describe it. And that’s awful,” 
Schatz told a legislative committee in 
October, WPTZ-TV reported. 

Shumlin's administration is as- 
sessing possible security changes for 
state offices, an issue that legislators 
say will be high on their agenda in 
January. 

That same month, DCF workers 
will move from the Barre City Place 
offices, Schatz said, to the state court 
building just down the street, where 
visitors have to pass through metal 
detectors. 

The department also plans to stan- 
dardize its policies for social worker 
visits to clients' homes. In some cir- 
cumstances, Schatz said, employees 
who once would have gone alone 
will be accompanied by another state 
worker and, in some cases, a law- 
enforcement officer. 

Herring remains jailed without 
bail. Her case is scheduled for a status 
conference in Washington County 
Superior Court on February 24. 

— T.H. 


CRIME 

Randy Quaid: Stuck in 
Vermont, Legally 








UPDATE: The Quaids are still in Lincoln, accord- 
ing to their attorney, Peter Langrock, but Randy 
has not joined the fire department. 



“If he showed up, we would have 
welcomed him,” said Fire Chief Dan 
Ober. “But we’re not going to go looking 
for him.” 

California authorities have not fol- 
lowed through on their threat to refile 
paperwork in Vermont seeking to extra- 
dite the Quaids. That leaves them in legal 
purgatory. They are free to remain in 
Vermont but could potentially face arrest 
on the California warrants — which are 
still valid in other states — the second 
they cross the state line, Langrock said. 

The couple could not be reached, but 
in colorful and bizarre social media posts, 
they have extolled Vermont. In one video, 
Randy grabs fistfuls of leaves that he had 
stashed in his pants and throws them into 
the air while frolicking in a green held. In 
another, he rails against “petrol Nazis,” a 
collaboration of banks and oil companies 
that, Quaid says, “murder and make bad 
movies.” Quaid ends the video by endors- 
ing Donald Trump for president, con- 
cluding that he is the only candidate not 
beholden to the powerful group. 




2015 updates 


BUSINESS 


Finally Christine 




UPDATE: At 7 a.m. on December 2, Christine Hallquist arrived at VEC’s 
Newport district office and met with line workers. “There were some initial 
deer-in-the-headlights looks,” she said. But the transition at work has gone 
smoothly. “Everybody’s met Christine, and they seem fine as can be.” 

The company website has updated with 
the CEO's new name, photo and email 
address. 

Changing her name and gender 
on official documents has been 
more complicated. The Department 
of Motor Vehicles initially told 
Hallquist she needed to change her 
Social Security card first. The Social 
Security Administration told her 
she needed to change her driv- 
er’s license first. Persistence 
paid off, and Hallquist re- 
ceived an enhanced driver's 
license on December 16. 

While she was wait- 
ing, Hallquist persuaded 
the DMV to put her new 
photo — with a wig and 
makeup — on her old 
driver’s license, the one 
with the name "David.” 

Identified as such, she I 

breezed through airport I 

security on a recent trip to | 

Washington, D.C. 

“Everybody was very 
polite," she said. 

In Washington, 

Hallquist spoke at a 
National Conference of 
State Legislatures about the 
benefits of well-placed solar 
projects. It was Christine’s 
first appearance before a 
national group. Although 
only a few people in the 
audience had known her 
as Dave, Hallquist went in 
worried about how she would be 
perceived. “I didn't notice anything 
different,” she said. 

Hallquist said she's conscious that 
the transition has not gone as smoothly 
for other transgender people. “I hear lots 
of stories. People have to leave their jobs. 

I’m probably not having the same experi- 
ence as others.” 

— T.H. 
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Jurassic World Director Turns the 
Camera on a Human-Size Story 



BY ETHAN DE SEIFE 

I n an unremarkable suite of offices in 
an unremarkable brick building in 
downtown Burlington, the director 
of the year’s biggest movie (barring 
the possibility of Death Star-size returns 
for Star Wars: The Force Awakens) is 
quietly working on his next project. It’s 
a decidedly smaller-scale film: no far- 
flung location shoots, no $150 million 
budget and no digital dinosaurs. 

The Book of Henry, the next film from 
Burlington director colin trevorrow, 
is significantly smaller in scope than 
Jurassic World. That Tyrannosaurus- 
size juggernaut earned more than $1.6 
billion worldwide, stomping to the top 
of the year’s box-office charts. Sequels 
are planned. 

With its comparatively modest $10 
million budget and its focus on a single 
family, The Book of Henry seems an un- 
usual next move for Trevorrow. Yet the 
director said that the movie is, in many 
ways, a logical step for him. 

The offices of Trevorrow's produc- 
tion company are spare and functional. 
Few decorations adorn the walls, and 
the kitchen is stocked mainly with 
coffee, the life blood of the film editor. 


Only the two tricked-out edit suites and 
the humming servers give any indication 
of the operation under way here. 

The low-key setup seems to suit 
Trevorrow just fine. He’s easygoing 
and amiable, greeting a reporter with a 


friendly “Hey, man" before settling on 
the office’s only couch. 

Safety Not Guaranteed, Trevorrow’s 
profitable 2012 indie sci-fi comedy, was 
made on a budget of about $750,000; his 
next movie's budget was 20 times that 


sum. “In the same way that I felt I had 
to travel into the future to direct Jurassic 
World as myself in 20 years, I went back 
and directed [The Book of Henry] as 
myself right after Safety," Trevorrow 
said. “It was very fundamental, bare- 
bones filmmaking." 

The Book of Henry was originally 
slated to be Trevorrow’s follow-up to 
Safety Not Guaranteed, but, upon landing 
the Jurassic gig, he had to bow out po- 
litely. Though he promised he’d return 
to the project, the film’s producers didn't 
believe him. “They were like, ‘No, you’re 
not. You’re gonna be directing dinosaur 
movies forever,'” he said with a laugh. 
But after completing Jurassic World, 
Trevorrow found that Henry’s produc- 
ers had yet to sign a replacement, so he 
returned, as good as his word. 

Trevorrow soon set about casting the 
film, choosing Naomi Watts for the lead 
and “Breaking Bad'”s Dean Norris for 
the heavy. Young actors Jacob Tremblay 
and Jaeden Lieberher were cast in the 
crucial roles of Watts’ character’s sons. 

Though Trevorrow was tight-lipped 
about the specifics of the film’s story, he 
said that, for him, that story constitutes 
its chief appeal. “[The Book of Henry ]’s 
not a ‘little’ movie,” he said. “It's a much 
bigger story than [Jurassic World], It’s 
like mainlining story — that's why I’m 
so excited about it. It’s like a fable, like 
a lost Bible story that we didn't know 
existed ... The events that occur in this 


Sabra Field On-Screen: A New Doc 
Celebrates Vermont Printmaker 



T he first contact between artist 
sabra field and filmmaker bill 
Phillips was anything but aus- 
picious. Phillips and his family 
had just moved to tiny East Barton. On 
a spring morning in 1975, they were 
stunned when a dog ran onto their porch 
and shook their tiny kitten by the nape 
of its neck, killing it. Phillips gave chase, 
but the dog eluded him. 

Field, the renowned Vermont artist 
and owner of the dog, immediately had 
the animal put down. Soon thereafter, 
when the Phillipses were away, she at- 
tached a bag of fiddleheads and a note of 
apology to their doorknob. 

“We never really talked about it," 
says Phillips. “In fact, even though [East 
Barton] is a small town of 83, we never 
really got to be friends." 


Four decades later, with the animals 
long buried and grievances forgot- 
ten, the two are connected not just 
by friendship but by a camera lens. 


Phillips' recent hourlong documentary, 
Sabra: The Life It Work of Printmaker 
Sabra Field, has been steadily making the 
rounds of film festivals and small local 


screening venues. Partly a celebration of 
Field’s work, the film also has a point to 
make: that her art is more complex than 
you might think. 

Field is primarily known for her 
boldly colored landscapes that draw 
their expressive power from Vermont's 
remarkable natural scenery. Those 
images of rolling hills, bright-red barns 
and snaky blue rivers have given her 
a lofty reputation in the printmaking 
field; their sales have allowed Field to 
make a living from her art. 

Yet, as Sabra makes clear, the range 
and depth of her work are far more ex- 
tensive than even her fans might realize. 
She has produced many abstract works, 
a figurative series based on mythol- 
ogy, Italian tableaux and even several 
works with a political slant. In the film, 
these and other lesser-known aspects of 
Field’s artistic persona receive screen 
time equal to that of the landscapes. 

Sabra' s camera pays close, admiring 
attention to her print works, but the 
liveliest scenes are those in which the 
artist is interviewed on screen by her 
son, paul. Paul wasn’t a member of the 
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family are as epic as anything that can 
happen with people and dinosaurs.” 

After a six-week shoot in the New 
York City suburbs, the film’s produc- 
tion wrapped in November, after 
which Trevorrow 
joined his two editors in 
Burlington. They’d been 
receiving footage from 
the shoot in stages and 
had created an assembly 
(a first draft) by the time 
the director arrived for a 
10-week edit session. “In 
a lot of ways, it’s been a 
more challenging edit 
[than that of Jurassic 
World] ... and that’s why 
I want to do it," he said. 

“If you have a movie that’s as successful 
as Jurassic World, you can rest on those 
laurels for a while. I am continuing my 
tradition of attempted career suicide at 
every turn. One of these days, I’m going 
to succeed.” 

Trevorrow was quipping about his 
unusual career path of moving directly 
from indie production to mega-pro- 
duction. He’s aware of the potentially 
misleading message that his story sends 
to prospective filmmakers. “It suggests 
that you can be standing in a 7-Eleven 
and someone will tap you on the 
shoulder and say, ‘Hey, you’re going to 
direct Jurassic World,'” he said. “When, 
in reality, I was failing miserably for a 


decade, with periodic successes that al- 
lowed me to continue.” 

Joking aside, Burlington’s most 
famous — and most unassuming — film 
director seems to have broken that pat- 
tern. In six or eight months, he and his 
family will uproot them- 
selves to move to London, 
where he’ll direct no 
smaller a film than Star 
Wars; Episode IX. “I’m 
going to Dagobah" is how 
Trevorrow put it, invok- 
ing the name of a planet 
in the Star Wars universe. 
Though that gargan- 
effects-heavy pro- 
duction might seem like 
yet another unusual step 
for Trevorrow after The Book of Henry, 
he pointed out that the two films are 
not all that dissimilar. Like The Book 
of Henry, he said, “My next movie is a 
family drama. It’s a large-scale family 
drama set in space, but it’s still a family 
drama. ... Star Wars is the only kind of 
movie where somebody can just yell, 
‘Noooooooo!’ and you're with it. So to 
do a movie that gets to that level of pure, 
human-heart-ripped-out emotion — I 
felt like that was the right thing to do.” © 

Contact: ethan@sevendaysvt.com 
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ATTEMPTED 
CAREER SUICIDE 
AT EVERY TURN. 

COLIN TREVORROW 


film’s crew, but, as Phillips observes, 
his presence enabled Field to relax 
and open up, revealing aspects of her 
personality — such as the grief that she 
suffered from the deaths of 
her husband and son — that 
are largely unknown even 
to her admirers. The film 
is true to its title: It really is 
about her life and her work. 

It's no surprise that 
Phillips, 66, a longtime 
admirer of Field’s art, was 
able to find a compelling 
story in her career. The 
writer of some 50 screen- 
plays for film and television (includ- 
ing 1983’s Stephen King adaptation 
Christine), he has long held the position 
of professor of film and media studies at 
his alma mater, Dartmouth College. In 
making Sabra, Phillips stepped behind 
the camera for the first time since di- 
recting the 1992 comedy There Goes the 
Neighborhood. 

“When you write a fictional script,” 
he says, “you are making things happen 
the way you want them to happen. [For 


Sabra], I let the material talk to me. Even 
when Sabra said, What are you going 
for here?,’ I really avoided answering 
until the material started telling me 
where to go with it. 

“I kind of burned out 
on screenwriting,” Phillips 
adds. “After writing 50, 
I thought I didn't have 
anything else to write. 
Filmmaking is my first love, 
so I’ve gotten back into 
that.” 

Apparently he’s done it 
well, as Sabra has earned 
local accolades, pulling in 
the audience favorite award in the 2015 

VERMONT INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL’S 

Vermont Filmmakers’ Showcase cat- 
egory and earning a nomination for 
best feature at the 2015 middlebury new 
filmmakers festival. Next up: a January 
28 screening at ava gallery and art center 
in Lebanon, N.H. Though Phillips plans 
to continue to screen the film in the 
area, he’s now concentrating on DVD 

SABRA FIELD ON-SCREEN » P.29 
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Vermont Trekkies Will Launch Web-Based TV 

Series ‘Star Trek Anthology’ BY KEN PICARD 



S even Days' September 9 story 
“Beaming There” covered the 
launch of Trekonderoga, a first- 
ever “Star Trek” convention 
held in Ticonderoga, N.Y. The three-day 
event, hosted in the town’s Retro Film 
Studios, was the brainchild of James 
Cawley, a 48-year-old Ticonderoga 
native and diehard Trekkie. 

Over the past decade, Cawley rec- 
reated the entire film set of the USS 
Enterprise in meticulous detail, using 
blueprints from the original 1960s TV 
series. He and his friends then began 
filming new studio-quality episodes 
of their homage to the series — “Star 
Trek: New Voyages” — featuring such 
classic characters as Captain Kirk, Mr. 
Spock and Dr. McCoy. Those episodes, 
in which some of the original cast mem- 
bers have appeared, are posted online 
for free viewing. 

After that article appeared, we 
learned that some Vermont Trekkies are 
getting in on the act. They’re preparing 
to shoot their own “Star Trek” spinoff, 


sometimes using Cawley’s sets for their 
productions, james bray, a 53-year-old 
retired set designer from Highgate 
Springs, is the chief executive producer 
and creator of “Star Trek Anthology,” 


a planned collection of three separate 
series based on the “Star Trek” universe 
created by the show’s founder. Gene 
Roddenberry. 

The first series, titled “Starship 


Challenger,” features a character who 
appeared in the 1965 “Star Trek” pilot, 
“The Cage": Yeoman J.M. Colt. In 
“Starship Challenger,” Colt is grown up 
and commands her own starship. She's 
played by Bray’s wife, jodi balunger bray, 
who bears an uncanny resemblance to 
actress Laurel Goodwin, who portrayed 
Colt in ’65. 

The second series, titled “Mother,” 
revolves around a family that operates 
a freighter on the outer fringes of the 
galaxy. As Bray explains, the story fo- 
cuses on a father and his two kids, both 
of whom are autistic. Portraying them 
are the Braj’s’ 17-year-old son, who plays 
a high-functioning computer geek; and 
16-year-old daughter, who pilots the 
ship. Both are themselves on the autism 
spectrum. 

The third leg of “Star Trek Anthology” 
is titled “Assignment: Earth.” Based on 
the final episode of “Star Trek’"s second 
season, it involves time travelers and 
interstellar agents. 

Neither of the Brays are newcomers 


HIPPIE INVASION: WHAT HAPPENED 
TO THAT 70S SHOW? 


In March and April of this year, the 
Vermont historical society in Barre 
hosted a series of community forums on 
the influence of 1970s counterculture 

gatherings, which Kevin J. Kelley wrote 
about in March, marked the early 
stages of a VHS research project called 
"1970s Counterculture and Its Lasting 
Influence," funded in part through a 
grant from the Institute of Museum and 
Library Services. 

As 2015 comes to a close, VHS 
curator jackie caloer says the project is 
"moving along," though she notes that 
collecting oral histories is taking a little 
longer than anticipated. Through the 
efforts of Calder, VHS public program 
coordinator amanoa gustin and two 
hired interviewers, approximately 50 
oral histories have been gathered so far. 
Most of the subjects are individuals who 
came to Vermont as young adults and 
are now sixty- to eightysomething. 

For interviewee selection, VHS has 
used the snowball method. "It’s all 
connection and leads," Calder says. "We 
never know where it's going." 

One surprising discovery, she notes, 
is the relationship between the influx of 
liberally minded youth in Vermont and 


advances in community health care. 
Calder cites a loose operation called 
the Free Vermont Traveling Medicine 
Show, which evolved into the Burlington 
Free People's Clinic — and eventually 
into the Community Health Centers of 
Burlington. She also mentions the Home 
Health Handbook, a lo-fi collection of 
basic health care information that got a 
"pretty good" review in the New England 
Journal of Medicine. 

Not all the relics the VHS has turned 
up are positive. Calder references the 
"hippie scare" in the spring of 1971, 
an outburst caused in large part by a 
newspaper article that claimed 50,000 
young people were coming to take over 
Vermont. The Earth Peoples Park in 
Norton was perhaps the most notorious 
example of a so-called "hippie invasion." 
The 55 acres near the Canadian border 
were purchased by a California commune 
in 71 and touted as a free space, without 
owners or rules — what Calder refers to 
as "essentially a free land situation." 

State archives from that time are rife 
with evidence of Vermonters' anxiety 
about their changing home. Calder 
points to a "wonderful folder" of letters 
to then-governor Deane C. Davis, which 
plead for or demand reprieve from 



the threat of so many "progressive” 
newcomers. One Derby resident's 
handwritten note charges. "Any 
intelligent person can tell by their looks 
that this trash are not Vermonters and 
that they are Communist trained." 

Finding people to speak about 
negative experiences of Vermont's 


counterculture has been a challenge, 
however. Calder says that while VHS 
has found indications of such reactions 
on surveys, the respondents remained 
anonymous. 

"Everybody has their own story: that's 
the other thing we're finding out" says 
Calder. While each newcomer to Vermont 
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to theatrical productions. For years, they 
owned and operated a successful the- 
ater company in Starke, 

Fla., called Stage Door 
Productions. James 
Bray also spent more 
than 20 years design- 
ing sets and props for 
Disney and Universal, 
and has worked as a set 
designer for Vermont’s 

LYRIC THEATRE COMPANY. 

Bray 

meeting Cawley 
“kismet.” About five 
years ago, Bray 
helping some fellow 
Trekkies rebuild an- 
other fan-based “Star 
Trek" set in Oklahoma 
City. Most fan-based 
productions, like Cawley’s and Bray's, 
are accomplished using volunteers, 
donated materials and cash gifts. When 
the Oklahoma group posted an online 
request for material to make uniforms, 
Cawley offered to donate costume fabric 
he'd acquired from the original TV 
series. Bray drove from Vermont to New 
York to pick it up. 


Bray recalls arriving at Cawley’s 
studio while the latter’s crew was 
shooting pickup shots that 
required Klingon makeup. 
When Cawley’s makeup 
"pulled a no-show,” 
Bray, who was familiar with 
the makeup, offered to help 
— then spent the rest of the 
afternoon making Klingon 
foreheads. 

“I’ve been playing with 
James ever since,” Bray says. 
“We have a ball.” 

As “Star Trek Anthology” 
begins filming in April, Bray 
says he’s still looking for vol- 
unteers, including a director 
of photography, production 
assistants and a few good 
makeup artists. “A wealthy 
benefactor or two wouldn’t be bad, too,” 
he adds. ® 

Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 
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in the 70s had individual motives, 
she concedes that, for the most part, 
the pilgrims were 'white, middle-class 
and very well educated." Among their 
occupations: teacher, social worker, 
entrepreneur and medical professional. 
Calder adds. 'No matter what they did, 
they really remained committed to 
their ideology. A lot of people are still 
living very simply.' 

The fruits of VHS 1 labor will 
culminate in an exhibition and 
symposium in the fall of 2016. Calder 
or Gustin will likely assemble a book of 
their findings. 

That wont be the last word on 
the subject Calder suggests that the 
primary goal of the project is to "collect 
the information and have it in a central 
place' where it will be available to 
future researchers. Next fall's events 
wil I just show the "tip of the iceberg" 
that VHS is uncovering. "You never 
really finish a project like this,' Calder 
says. 

RACHEL ELIZABETH JONES 

Contact: rachel@sevendaysvt.com 
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Sabra Field 
On-Screen «p.z7 

sales and securing the film's broadcast 
on Vermont PBS. 

Field has achieved success and ac- 
claim with her art. But, as she observes 
in an email to Seven Days, being the sub- 
ject of a documentary is another kind of 
honor, and one that has elicited a wide 
range of emotions in her. 

“Having a film made is a big deal, for 
sure,” she writes, “but it reawakens the 
old fears of not being good enough — the 
imposter blues ... It’s an honor, but a big 
risk, too. Every time one sticks one's head 
above the trench, one runs risks.” ® 

Contact: ethan@sevendaysvt.com 

info 
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PlanBTV Update: 

How Artists Used BCA 
Funds to Sound Off on 
the South End 


O utside the south end arts and 

BUSINESS ASSOCIATION office 

on Pine Street, a “metered” 
bike rack is tucked against 
the brick wall. Both functional and free 
(the meters don’t operate), it quietly 
represents what has been a sometimes- 
contentious public conversation over 
the past year, tyler vendituoli received 
a stipend from Burlington city arts to 
create the sculpture, a wry commen- 
tary on the lack of parking in the South 
End. It was one of the projects funded 
through a $100,000 grant BCA received 
from the National Endowment for the 
Arts’ Our Town program in 2014. 

The grant bolstered the $327,892 
budget for planBTV South End, the 
city-run initiative to create a framework 
for future changes to the postindustrial 
creative district centered on Pine Street. 
BCA’s mission was to help engage the 
public in the planning process. It allo- 
cated $50,000 in grants to artists for the 
creation of public-art projects intended 
to pique interest and stimulate citizen 


Vendituoli’s bike rack was one of 
18 such public works. Another that’s 
still visible — at echo leahy center for 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN — is JOHN BRICKELS’ clay 

sculpture depicting solutions to storm- 
water runoff such as rain gardens and 
permeable driveways. Others were 
more ephemeral, such as kate Donnelly’s 
“Crossing Pine” performance piece — in 
which the artist repeatedly crossed the 
busy street pulling a rack hung with col- 
orful rain ponchos, donning a new one 
at each crossing. 

According to BCA assistant director 
sara katz, the hope was that these art- 
ists’ works would speak to South End 
residents, some of whom might not be 
able to attend planning meetings or oth- 
erwise be represented in the dialogue 
on the South End. 

Arts educator maggie standley sought 
to engage an often-untapped audi- 
ence: kids. Last winter and spring, the 
wingspan studio founder worked with 
youth from the Boys & Girls Club of 
Burlington, King Street Center and her 
own art classes to create a two-panel 











mural. It was displayed at the planBTV responses to one of two prompts — 
South End draft plan release party at “What is it about the South End that 
artsriot in June. makes you smile?” and “What about the 

Standley prompted the kids to con- SouthEndwouldyouliketoseechange?” 
template what they liked about their Participants could then return the seeds 
neighborhood and what they would (with their answers) to one of the trees, 
like to see change. “They wanted homes Surveys asking similar questions were 
for the homeless and tree houses,” says conducted at locations throughout the 
the artist. But Crawl, accord- 

ing to Katz. 
§ “Combined, 


most of all, 
“they wanted 
an outdoor 
swimming 


If 




look closely 
at the paper- 
plastered 


1 hundreds 
; responses,” 


of 






hanging out- 
side ArtsRiot, 
miraculously 
intact after almost : 


exposure to the elements, you a 
notes written by the children who cre- 
ated them. One reads, "No swearing.” 
Another: “Soft ice cream truck, different 


“more of them 
on paper than 
on the wooden 

ists actively 
collected 

months of opinions and ideas regarding the future 
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of the South End. Standley and Zigmund 
say they were under the impression that 
this information would be incorporated 
n the planBTV South End draft plan. 
son g/- However, Katz says the goal was to 

MICHELLE SAYLES a nd JEN BERBER turned build awareness and engagement, not 
to low-income South End residents for t0 g ather data. All of the artworks, she 
their project Through questionnaires adds, were shared with the consulting 
and in-person interviews, the pair col- team from Boston-based Goody Clancy, 
lected ideas regarding the future of the which die city hired in fall 2014 to facili- 
South End from residents of Decker 


Towers, Wharf Lane and Bobbin Mill 
Apartments. They represented the re- 
sponses in a mural that was presented 
during a community work- 
shop in February, also at 
ArtsRiot. Transportation 
was a key issue, Berger 
says, “specifically that the 
condition of the road and 
sidewalks makes it hard to 
get around." 

In May, Sayles and 
Berger used the stories 
they collected in an eve- 
ning of performance art 
featuring multiple artists at the Howard 
Space Center. 

Other grant recipients attempted to 
engage an even broader audience. Glass 
artist terry zigmund received funding 
for three different projects, two of them 
collaborations with artists tara goreau 
and matt gang. The trio's first creation 
was a work in plywood and paint titled 
“Seeds for SEAD” (an acronym for the 
South End Arts District). Goreau, the 
muralist responsible for the colorful 
landscape that greets City Market shop- 
pers, lent her signature brushstrokes to 
three wooden tree cutouts. These were 
placed along Pine Street during the 
South End Crawl in November 2014. 

Wooden “seeds” scattered on the 
ground invited pedestrians to write 


TASK 


public participation in the planBTV 
process. 

BCA also funded a documentation of 
the artists’ projects, andrea grayson has 
been compiling video foot- 
age this year and is build- 
ing a website to showcase 
the work. “It'll be a good 
representation of all the 
pluralistic practices that 
happen here,” says Katz. 

Though the grant 
period ended in November, 
one last project is still in 
process. Urban designer 
julie campou and architect 
bren alvarez will collaborate with other 
designers and artists “to develop a 
vision of a denser, multistory enterprise 
district whose form and public spaces 
express the idiosyncratic culture of the 
artists and businesses who inhabit it," 
according to Campoli. 

The description is a mouthful, but 
reenvisioning an entire section of 
Burlington is no small task. Campoli 
and Alvarez will develop their design 
ideas over the winter and early spring. 
Meanwhile, interested citizens can find 
out more about the artists' projects and 
monitor the progress of planBTV on the 
city’s website. ® 
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1/1 FR BEETHOVEN’S 

NINTH SYMPHONY 

Elley-Long Music Center 

1/15 FR JOEBONAMASSA 

Flynn MainStage 

ALL SHOOK UP 

FlynnSpace 

1/20 WE Broadway National Tour 

RAGTIME 

Flynn MainStage 

1/23 SA BILLY CHILDS 

Reimagining Laura Nyro 
Flynn MainStage 

BURLINGTON 

CHAMBER 

ORCHESTRA 

UVM Recital Hall 
1/24 SU CRACKER- 
UNPLUGGED 

Vergennes Opera House 


1/26 TU WILCO 

Flynn MainStage 

1 /27 WE Vermont Stage Company 

MOTHERS 
AND SONS 

FlynnSpace (1/27-2/14) 

1/28 TH National Theatre Live 

LES LIAISONS 
DANGEREUSES 

Palace 9 Cinemas 
1/29 FR BLACK ANGELS 
OVER TUSKEGEE 

Flynn MainStage 

1/30 SA VS0 

MASTERW0RKS 

Flynn MainStage 

AFAR CRY AND 
BLUE HERON 

UVM Recital Hall 
1/31 SU VYO WINTER 
CONCERT 

ON SALE AND COMING SOON Flynn MainStage 

Bela Fleck and Abigail Washburn • Downton Abbey 
Bril Floyd • Rascal Flalts • Brian Wilson • In the Mood 



i THE STRAIGHT DOPE byceciladams 


Dear Cecil, 


If humans were to die out tomorrow, how long 
would it take for nature to take over and over- 
grow most traces of our existence? After, like, 
10,000 years, would you have to undertake an 
archaeological dig to find evidence of us, or 
would parts of major cities still be standing and 
distinguishable? 

Jim Huff 



W hy not take it 
a step further: 
What if humans 
never existed at 
all? As the Republican primary 
race drags on, I can’t say it's 
not an alluring proposition, 
and — helpfully — one that 
was broached this year by re- 
searchers at Denmark's Aarhus 
University. They came to the 
fairly obvious conclusion that, 
sans Homo sapiens, the rest of 
the world’s fauna would be a 
hell of a lot better off— so much 
so that most continents would 
resemble Africa in the diver- 
sity of their mammal popula- 
tions. In a human-free world, 
the authors imagine, not only 
wolves and bears but elephants 
and rhinos would right now be 
roaming northern Europe. 

Alas, we have to work with 
the facts we’ve got, namely: (1) 
We exist on earth, and (2) some- 
day we might not — whether 
by disease or nuclear winter, 
or because we’ve ditched this 
rock for one that’s not yet to- 
tally hosed. For the sake of your 
question, though, let’s imagine 


we simply vanished — a kind of 
nondenominational rapture. 

As it happens, such a sce- 
nario was entertained by the 
journalist Alan Weisman in 
his 2007 book The World 
Without Us. Weisman’s con- 
ceit was apparently seductive 
enough that it inspired not one 
but two documentary fran- 
chises: the History Channel 
series “Life After People’’ and 
National Geographic Channel’s 
Aftermath: Population Zero. 
Granted, that latter title car- 
ries a real whiff of basic-cable 
cheese, but Weisman’s no 
slouch. Working from inter- 
views with botanists, structural 
engineers, art conservators, et 
al., he credibly predicts what 
might happen in cities and 
less-populated areas, as well 
as at sites whose abandonment 
would lead to notably dramatic 
results — think oil refineries 
and nuclear reactors. 

A particularly vivid passage 
gives the play-by-play in New 
York City. How quickly would 
urban infrastructure go to shit 
in a rapture scenario? Very, 


very quickly. “After we’re gone, 
nature's revenge for our smug 
mechanized superiority arrives 
waterborne,” Weisman writes. 
In New York’s case, it comes 
from below: With no one to op- 
erate the pumps that keep water 
out of the subway tunnels, the 
system finds itself inundated 
in “no more than a couple of 
days.” (Superstorm Sandy gave 
us a taste of what this might look 
like.) As the water rises toward 
ground level, it eats away at the 
soil; within 20 years the streets 
collapse, becoming rivers. Pipes 
burst, gas lines ignite — your 
standard post-apocalyptic hells- 
cape. Within 50 years, their 
foundations scoured out by 
water, skyscrapers start to falter 
and crumble. It’s another few 
centuries before trees really re- 
colonize the place. (Interestingly, 
the animals that don't make it 
are ones that adapted too well 
to human dominance, includ- 
ing several species fabled for 
their supposed indestructibility: 
cockroaches, which can’t handle 
northern winters without heat- 
ing, and rats, which can’t replace 


the caloric value of a zillion tons 
of garbage.) 

But you’re thinking on a 
bigger scale than this, Jim. Here 
are the headlines: 

• Debris in high Earth orbit 
stays there for more than a 
century. 

• Suspension bridges col- 
lapse within 300 years; other, 
heftier designs might hold up 
for a millennium. 

• In cities like New York, 
the most durable structures 
will be stone walls, like those 
of St. Paul's Church; Weisman 
sees them lasting “thousands of 

• Meanwhile, the estimated 
erosion rate at Mount Rushmore 
is just one inch per 10,000 years. 
From this, Weisman extrapo- 
lates that we can expect parts 
of it to remain recognizable for 
about 7.2 million years. 

In 10,000 years, then, a 
visitor surveying the Earth’s 
surface will find it largely re- 
forested, with stone ruins here 
and there indicating the former 
presence of human life. How 
long 'til those are gone, too? 
Here’s where Weisman and 
another scientist who’s written 
on the subject — astrophysi- 
cist Mayank Vahia, of India's 
Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research — demur. Vahia 


suggests that stone and metal 
building materials will hang on 
“for tens of thousands of years,” 
while Weisman figures what- 
ever^ still standing in 20,000 
or so years will be erased by 
another ice age. 

What’s left then? PVC plas- 
tics and glass remain under 
the ice, ground to a powder. 
Wiring and plumbing, which 
show up as subterranean metal 
deposits. Heavy metals and 
nuclear materials like ura- 
nium and plutonium residues, 
whose half-lives only begin at 
24,000 years. You’ve heard of 
the Anthropocene, I presume 
— the name geologists have 
proposed giving to our current 
geologic al epoch, so profoundly 
affected by humans. Epochs 
are demarcated by identifiable 
shifts in the Earth’s strata; the 
aforementioned is all the stuff 
alien archaeologists will find as 
evidence of us, millions of years 
in the future, just as today’s 
geologists find evidence of past 
glaciation. Of course, the likeli- 
hood of a coming ice age looks 
even dimmer now than it did 
back when Weisman wrote his 
book: We’re not doing such a 
hot job keeping the atmosphere 
cool. But that’s an existential 
problem for another day. 


le Straight Dope on any topic. 
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Fun Painting Ptwtiei 
in a Unique Studio 


Private Parties for all occasions are welcome. 

1 Executive Drive, Suite 204 (back entrance) 
South Burlington • PaintingWithPayton.com 


; WHISKEY TANGO FOXTROT BY PAMELA POLSTON 


“I live in Waterbury, and I fail to understand why it is 
necessary to have up to five or six sheriff patrol cars 
with lights on all day, sitting on their asses at different 
locations. The worst one is outside Shaw’s supermarket. 
It feels like we as drivers are in kindergarten, and we 
have to be watched. What a waste. Thank you.” 



“How is it possible that Vermont only has one area code 
— our beloved 802? WTF? Are there any other states 
with just one area code? How do they determine how 
area codes are needed in a state or area? And, 
perhaps most pressing; Will there ever come a day 
when Vermont has to add a new area code (gasp!)?” 

More From the Road 

“Right by Heritage Ford on Shelburne Road, there is 
a 40-miles-per-hour sign, followed by a sign about 10 
yards away stating that traffic lights sync up at 30 miles 
per hour. What’s up with that?” 

“WTF is up with the white and purple Rombus 2000 
bus seen around Essex? [It] has the Deathly Hallows 
symbol on the back and other Harry Potter references.” 
[Note; The writer is presumably referring to Nimbus 
2000, Harry's racing broomstick. We tried to track 
down this vehicle, to no avail.] 


WTF? 

Questions 
That Went by 
the Wayside 

W e get a lot of queries from inquiring minds, 
aka our readers, every year. This column 
runs every other week, so that gives us just 
26 opportunities to answer them. (Or 25, 
given that we’re squandering this one on not answering 
any.) Of course, we lean toward questions that have a 
retrievable answer — or an elusive one for which the 
search itself is entertaining. We generally ignore ques- 
tions to which we have already responded. 

Some queries we have no business answering. We 
are not, for example, able to offer a medical opinion on 
that weird rash, or to investigate your alleged food poi- 
soning at a local salad bar. We shy away from questions 
of a religious or mystical nature. 

That leaves the WTF questions that have us 
stumped, are more about opinion than fact, or to which 
there isn’t necessarily a single right answer. In this last 
column of 2015, we thought we’d give you a sampling of 
them, conveniently grouped in two popular categories. 

If anyone has a clue, do let us know. Meantime, 
Happy New Year, and keep your questions coming! 

Yo, Vermont? 

“WTF is up with [Garrett] Graff and his supposed run 
for lieutenant governor? From my seat, it sure looks like 
someone screwed the pooch big time in advising him 
about the run. Even with his familial roots in Vermont, 
he still comes off as an Ivy League, highfalutin, Beltway 
insider who wants to carpetbag his way into a major 
role in state government." 

“What’s up with the Lamoille Valley Ford guy who’s 
always calling in his radio spots on what sounds like 
his cellphone? ... He might have the largest radio media 
buy in the state, but the audio on his ads always sounds 
like he’s calling in from a third-world country.” 

“I am a native Vermonter (Brattleboro), and 1 lived in 
Burlington for 22 years. Upon moving to Burlington 
from Brattleboro in 1992, 1 immediately noticed a drop 
in the temperature friendliness-wise. I've had this 
conversation with others who have moved here both 
from in state and out, that people who live in Burlington 
seem quite cold and standoffish and cliquey. 

“Over this last winter I moved to the Mad River 
Valley area, and the people here are very friendly. I 
don’t think it’s just a matter of small town versus large 
town, because I've talked to other people from large 
cities, and they feel the alienation upon moving here, 
too. I also don't think it’s just native Vermonters or 
nonnative Vermonters acting this way. What gives? Is 
Burlington some sort of weird, unique insular part of 
the country?” 


“Why hasn’t die state closed Huntington Gorge to 
swimmers, now that so many people have died there? 
Seems to me the gorge more than meets the legal 
definition of ‘attractive nuisance.”' 

“The State of Vermont wants you to replace faded 
license plates because they are fading where the 
numbers are. But what I understand is, you have to pay 
them if the plate is not a special or low number and you 
prefer the same number! WTF? They messed up; why 
should we pay at all? It is their error. Make the paint 
supplier pick up the tab.” 

“I often hear neighbors, friends and Burlingtonians 
in general hemming and hawing about how unsafe it 
is to have a tree near their house — the thought being 
that if it fell on the house, it would hurt or possibly kill 
someone. Usually when someone is cutting down an 
otherwise healthy tree, ‘safety’ is the excuse they use. 
So, WTF, how many people have actually been killed by 
trees in Vermont? Or injured? More specifically, how 
many people have been killed or injured in their own 
homes by a tree?” 

“A few years back, around 2010-11 when fuel and 
diesel prices spiked, my trash hauler added a ‘fuel 
service charge’ to my bill. At the time it made sense, 
as everyone could see that the cost of fuel was driven 
upward at a rapid pace, and trash hauling obviously 
uses lots of fuel. But since then, fuel prices (including 


“Why are there a bunch of ‘distance to’ signs between 
White River Junction and Montpelier giving the 
distance to both Montpelier and Barre — which are M 
basically next to each other — and the distance to < 
Burlington is not given? I mean, Montpelier is the § 
capital, but why not Montpelier and BTV?” < 

5 

“Picture a four-way (or more) intersection where 8 
you are facing oncoming traffic. You might even have 3 
dedicated left- (and right-) hand turn lanes, but when 
the signal turns, you only have a green light, no arrows. 

But the traffic in the oncoming direction is being 
held by a red light! How are you to know, unless you £ 
are familiar with the intersection? Two prominent 
examples are the Main Street/Pearl Street intersection 9 
at Five Corners in Essex Junction and the Route 15/ “ 

Towers Road intersection at Essex Center.” 

[From last winter] “Why does it seem that Interstate „ 
89 and many of the roads in Vermont are often in such < 
bad shape in the winter? WTF? Don’t we know when * 
it’s gonna snow up here? I’ve heard tons of people say 5 
that when they cross the border into Vermont, on any 
number of roads, the conditions instantly get worse. 

I’ve noticed this myself.” © 

Contact: pamela@sevendaysvt.com 

info : 



Name Game 2015 


Monikers that fit the bearer: Are they coincidences or self-fulfilling prophecies? by ken picard 


david mason: Master stone wall builder in 
Starksboro. 

john greene: Vendor and sponsor contact 
for the Emerald Cup, a competition held 
annually in northern California among 
outdoor medical marijuana growers. 

anjawurm: Vergennes veterinarian. 


thom file: U.S. Census Bureau employee 
who compiles election statistics. 

donna farmer: Pesticide toxicologist for 
the Monsanto Company in St. Louis, Mo. 

emily wines: Master sommelier and senior 
director of national beverage programs 
at San Francisco-based Kimpton Hotels 
& Restaurants. 


samantha funk: Music teacher at Union 
Elementary School in Montpelier. 

craig rush: Drug abuse researcher at the 
University of Kentucky. 

james corner: Urban landscape architect 
who designed Manhattan's High Line 
and Freshkills Park on Staten Island. 


CULTURE 


B y now, most of our read- 
ers are familiar with the 
phenomenon of — if not the 
name for — aptronyms: sur- 
names that seem uncannily suited to 
their bearers' professions, pursuits or 
extracurricular activities. Collecting 
them over 12 months of news and 
listing them in Seven Days' year-end 
issue has been a tradition for the past 
eight years. 

None of this year’s examples could 
best the 2014 aptronym of the year: 
don popadick, the 62-year-old Canadian 
man arrested for repeatedly flash- 
ing visitors in 
Mooney’s Bay 
Park in Ottawa. 
Still, we can 
report that on 
March 25 of 
this year, police popped 53-year-old 
michael Gordon dick of Gresham, Ore., 
for masturbating, naked, in the vicin- 
ity of Tickle Creek. 

2015 offered some other poten- 
tial winners. On February 28, elias 
rushing, a 19-year-old from Dorset, Vt., 
crashed his car into a house in Rupert 
while fleeing a state trooper who had 
tried to pull him over for speeding. 
According to police, Rushing drove 
through an intersection and struck 
a fence before hitting the house and 
barely missing the homeowner sitting 

And then there is carmen gross. 
The 40-year-old East Corinth woman 
was convicted in September on two 
misdemeanor counts of financial ex- 
ploitation of a vulnerable adult. Gross 
was charged with spending more than 
$40,000 of the person’s income and 
savings for her own personal benefit. 
Gross misconduct, indeed. 

In a year when the country’s prodi- 
gious stockpile of firearms seemed to 
make headlines daily, this year’s win- 
ning aptronym belongs to a canine: 
trigger. The chocolate Labrador re- 
triever in North Webster, Ind., shot 
its owner, Allie Carter, in the foot by 
stepping on her 12-gauge shotgun 
during an October hunting trip. 

The aptronym runners-up of 2015 
include: 




ANTI-APTRONYMS 

JEREMY GATES: Twenty-eight-year-old 


RICHARD DARLING: Former Vermonter 








KEITH STRAIGHT: Thirty-three-year-old 



of driving while under the influence of 
drugs. 





ashley green: Certification specialist for 
Vermont Organic Farmers. 

tabitha burns: Organizer for the Satanic 
Temple's Orange County, Fla., chapter, 
which tried to hand out satanic coloring 
books to students. The move prompted 
an Orlando school district to ban the 
distribution of religious materials from 
all outside organizations. 

donald crummey: Iroquois, Ont., truck 
driver who on July 6 rolled his tractor- 
trailer truck filled with cornmeal at VT 
Route 78 and Rice Hill Road in Sheldon. 

don featherstone: Inventor of the plastic 
pink flamingo, who died in June at the 
age of 79. 

jason baer: Vice president of sales and 
marketing at Vermont Teddy Bear in 
Shelburne. 

thomas bacon: Nineteen-year-old 
Madison, N.J.,manchargedwith assault 
after he beat up someone for taking 
the last breakfast sausage in the 
house. As an article in USA Today 
aptly noted, “It was not clear how the 
two men were linked.” 

susan miller: Director of the baking 
education center at King Arthur Flour 
in Norwich. 


tonia pryce: Liquor purchasing and 
warehousing chief for the Vermont 
Department of Liquor Control. 

emily fair: Director of customer service 
at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Vermont. 

dan bolles: Founder of the Whiskey Ball 
Gutter League at Champlain Lanes (also 
Seven Days' music editor). 

flo meiler: Shelburne great-grand mother 
and international track-and-field star 
who holds numerous world records in 
her age category. She’s 81. 

Margaret fowle: Conservation biologist 
with Audubon Vermont. 

jonathon goldhammer: Restore manager, 
Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity. 

dan price: Founder and CEO of Seattle- 
based Gravity Payments, a business 
credit-card processing service. In April, 
Price took a 90 percent pay cut to raise 
the salaries of all his employees to at 
least $70,000 per year. Business is now 
booming. 

rev. jamyi witch: Wiccan chaplain 
at the maximum-security Waupun 
Correctional Institution in Waupun, 
Wise. 

killian lynes: Nineteen-year-old 

Poultney man arrested on March 
10 in Rockingham for trafficking 
approximately 600 bags of heroin worth 
an estimated $12,000. 

nathan robtoy: Twenty-six-year-old St. 
Albans man arrested on February 5 for 
possession of stolen property. 

cara joy: Organizer for OneTaste 
Burlington’s Orgasmic Meditation 
group. 

father Patrick godley: Former pastor of 
St. Cecilia Parish on Bainbridge Island, 
Wash. 

alex malarkey: Coauthor of the 
purportedly nonfictional The Boy Who 
Came Back From Heaven, who later 
confessed that he'd made up the entire 

neil dragoon: Burlington man arraigned 
late last year on five felony counts of 
promoting child pornography. ® 

Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 
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NEWS RADIO 


FM96.I FM96.5 AM 550 


The Morning, Mid-day and Afternoon News Services 
provide five-and-a-half hours of in-depth, locally 
produced news, weather, sports and commentary. 

Monday with Hester Fuller, Tuesday-Friday with Mike Smith , — ,. — ^ 

9 a.m. -11 a.m. Local live interviews with community, (O, rto 
political and business leaders, authors and other people of St/i 
interest, and featuring call-ins from you, the listeners. * ' ■ ' 


Breaking News As It Happens. Always. 


ww.WDeVRADIO.com 
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Life Stories 

Remembering Vermonters who died in 2015 

BY SEVEN DAYS STAFF 

W hen former lieutenant governor Barbara Snelling died on Novembers 
every major media outlet in Vermont — and the Boston Globe — noted 
her passing. Legendary University of Vermont debate director Alfred 
"Tuna" Snider, who died in December, was memorialized on Slate and in 
the New York Times. Chef and restaurateur Michel Mahe's death spawned numerous 
articles and commentaries documenting his culinary legacy — including one just a 
few weeks ago in Seven Days. 

But most of the thousands of Vermonters who died this year were memorialized 
by a smaller circle of friends and family. Notices of their deaths often appeared only 
in obituaries, which hinted at fascinating lives and made us want to know more 
about them. 

For our last issue of the year, Seven Days chose seven of these individuals to 
profile — because of how they lived, or because of how they died. A professor, a poet, 
a devoted hiker, a refugee — all of these people contributed in various ways to the 
rich cultural and civic fabric of this state, and left an indelible mark on the loved 
ones they left behind. 

In sharing their stories, we aim to honor the memories of those who died, and to 
deepen readers' understanding of the diverse and extraordinary array of people who 
call Vermont home. © 

"The woods were his temple” 

Donald Hovey Hill, 1927-2015 



Donald Hovey Hill of Swanton 
a “man of letters,” though not in 
traditional sense of the term. For 33 
years, he owned and operated North 
Country Press, a small commercial print 


serving in World War II, he attended 
Middlebury College before studying 
art, printing and typesetting at the 
Rochester Institute of Technology. 
Pixley and Don married in 1974, after 


shop in St. Albans that introduced him his first wife, Josephine “Jo” Dodge, 
to almost everyone in the community, died in a tragic bicycle accident in 1971. 
Hill, who died New Year’s Day at 87, Pixley described Hill as a “Renaissance 
was also a poet whose verses were often man” with diverse interests and abilities, 
nspired by, and written He sang baritone with the 


during, his many outings 
in the Green Mountains. 

But his most endur- 
ing letters may be those 
he etched on signs along 
the Long Trail. A life- 
long hiker and founder 
of the Green Mountain 
Club’s Northern Frontier 
chapter, Hill hiked the 
trail from end to end. He 
also sewed his own sleeping bags, boo- 
ties, vests and parkas 
sewing machine, and 
own tools for painting blazes and clear- 
ing brush while he walked. 

As his son, Christopher, put it, “He 
was the finest putterer I’ve ever seen.” 

Pixley Hill, Don’s wife, called her 
husband “Mr. Route 7.” He was born in 
his childhood home on Route 7 — Main 
Street in St. Albans — and attended 


HE WAS 
THE FINEST 
PUTTERER I’VE 
EVER SEEN. 


Champlain Orchestra and 
the Cloud Messengers. 
He was a talented dancer, 
an avid birder, and lover 
of jazz, opera and classi- 


:. He \ 




CHRISTOPHER HILL 


woodworker, antique c 
buff and map collector, 
and could recite lengthy 
poems by heart, especially 
those of Robert Frost 
“Even up to the very end, he was still 
foot-treadle memorizing something, writing some- 
crafted his thing, reading something, listening to 
something," says Pixley. 

As Hill told videographers Bobbie 
Flack and Jane Williams in a 2008 doc- 
umentary, he formally got into hiking 
after taking Christopher backpacking 
near Lowell one Friday evening in 1965. 
Though the two spent a miserable, 
-soaked night in a shelter reeking 


Bellows Free Academy in St. Albans of creosote, “I got the [hiking] bug right 
n Route 7, too. Upon returning from there, and my son did, 


the film. Hill joined the GMC after the 
trip and remained an active member 
until he died, maintaining trail logs, 
crafting signs and marking trails. 

Hill also told hikers where to “go” 
in another sense. Anyone who's ever 
sought relief along the Long Trail owes 
Hill a debt of gratitude for the many 
outhouses he constructed. So impres- 
sive were his Long Trail contributions 
that, in 1999, the GMC dedicated the 
Spruce Ledge Camp near Eden in his 
honor. As Christopher recalls, “It was 
one of the only times I ever saw my 
father speechless.” 

Clearly, though Hill enjoyed the 
company of others, he also relished 
hiking alone, often leaving before dawn 
and returning after dusk Once, he slept 
outdoors in minus-25-degree weather 
— an extreme athlete before the expres- 
sion existed. 

In 1989, a near-fatal accident in the 
woods severely curtailed Hill’s hiking 
abilities. While he was cutting timber 
with a friend, a widow-maker — a tree- 
top or limb that drops when a tree is 
felled — crushed three of his vertebrae 
and severely bruised his lungs. 

Still, Hill remained undaunted. 
Unable to hike as much, he took up boat- 
ing. He even built his own kayak and 


canoe, then paddled Lake Champlain 
end to end. 

Hill was eventually diagnosed with 
pulmonary fibrosis. Though one’s 
lifespan with the condition is typically 
short. Hill lived another 20 years before 
it finally robbed him of his life. 

At Hill’s memorial service last 
January, Emerson Lynn, publisher of 
the St. Albans Messenger, remembered 
his longtime friend and neighbor as a 
man gifted with an economy of words 
and power of persuasion. As Lynn put it, 
Hill “had the enviable ability to write a 
letter to the editor and say in 20 words 
what I could not say in 10 times the 

Yet Hill also listened more than he 
spoke, Lynn added, and reveled in na- 
ture’s quiet solitude. 

“The woods were his temple,” Lynn 
added. “He sought a life with meaning, 
something not measured in zeroes. I 
know few who could be any less mate- 
rialistic than Don. He achieved that in 
ways that showed a strong mind and an 
indomitable spirit. He managed to do 
this through to his last breath." 

Hill drew that last breath eight miles 
from where he was born — or, as he 
might have put it, a short walk home. 

KEN PICARD 





"She was just straight up out there” 

Sondra Elice Solomon, 1948-2015 


Sondra Solomon stood out. Visually, it 
was impossible for her not to — she was a 
black woman in one of the whitest states 
in the nation, and she had a rare genetic 
disorder called neurofibromatosis that 
covered her body in tumors. 

But Solomon, an accomplished 
scholar, left an impression on people for 
other reasons. Rather than ignore peo- 
ple's reactions to her, she studied them. 
She had a PhD in psychology and, as a 
professor at the University of Vermont, 
but she often focused her research on 
people who possessed what she referred 
to as “physical distinctions.” 

Some of her papers addressed people 
like her — “visually distinct" women from 
ethnic minority groups. She also spent 
years — and, with a colleague, received 
more than $3 million in grant funding 
— researching the impacts of stigma on 
HIV-positive people in rural areas. She 
studied how nondisabled people draw 
conclusions about the social skills of 
people with disabilities. And she exam- 
ined how scars affect the self-esteem of 
burn survivors. 

The list goes on: When her sister, 
Fredericka, was cleaning out Solomon’s 
condo in Colchester, she found “reams 
and reams of papers,” which included 
interviews with people whose “distinc- 
tions” ranged from amputations to 

According to Solomon’s colleague, 
Larry Rudiger, she didn't just study 
stigma — she advocated for those who 


faced it. “Shi 
UVMasgoodi 
a senior lecturer of psychological science 
who first met Solomon when they were 
both graduate students at UVM. 

Among other posts, she chaired the 
committee that reviews the university’s 
diversity curriculum, and she directed 
the Fall Institute on 
Racism, Heterosexism, 

Bias and Oppression. 

Solomon also went out 
of her way to mentor 
students of color 
and students with 
disabilities. 

Her efforts ex- 
tended beyond the uni- 
versity, too — she served 
the Vermont People With AIDS Coalition 
and led the state chapter of the Children's 
Tumor Foundation. 

Describing her as a “tiny, big person* 
- Solomon was 4-foot-ll — Rudiger also 


devoted to making said they both attended large New York 
be,” recalls Rudiger, public schools, and she remembers her 
older sister as quiet and reserved — a 
“remarkably smart” introvert who threw 
herself into her schoolwork: “She real- 
ized early on she wasn't going to fly by on 
looks and a cute personality." 

The tumors caused by Solomon’s 
neurofibromatosis 


SHE WAS DEVOTED 
TO MAKING UVM AS 
GOODASITGANBE. 

LARRY RUDIGER 


started to proliferate 
around puberty. “She 
always wore long- 
sleeved blouses. It 
didn’t matter how hot 
it was. She really felt 
it was her burden to 
protect the world from 
her differentness," 
the board of Fredericka recalls. At around the same 
age, they moved to Riverdale — at that 
time an almost entirely white community. 

The tumors increased as Solomon got 
older, but during her twenties, she began 
overcome her shyness, Fredericka 


mentions that she “dressed like a million says, noting, “Something changed r 


bucks. 

“She had 

poise and grace,” recalls Jill Abilock, 
who met Solomon through Buddhist 
meditation, which Solomon practiced for 
roughly 40 years. 

Born in the Bronx River Houses — also 
known as the Projects — to Episcopal 
Protestant parents from the Virgin 
Islands, Solomon wasn’t always so com- 
fortable in her own skin. 

Fredericka, who is five years younger, 


markably.” Eventually, “she t 
tremendous amount of straight up out there.” 

After graduating from Long Island 
University, Solomon got a job as a lab 
assistant in New York, studying liver 
disease. She disliked being sequestered in 
the lab, according to Fredericka, and her 
desire to be around people ultimately led 
her back to school to study psychology. 
After getting a master’s from New York 
University, she came to Burlington to 
complete her PhD at UVM. 



Solomon remained a city girl at heait 
— “She never bought a proper pair of 
boots,” Fredericka notes — but she loved 
Vermont and had been planning to build 
a house on land she owned in Calais. 
Solomon never married and didn’t have 
children. If she had, they would have had 
a 50 percent chance of inheriting her ge- 
netic disorder. 

Last June, Solomon was diagnosed 
with cancer. A tumor on her spine made 
it difficult for her to walk, and radiation 
failed to help. It’s unclear whether neuro- 
fibromatosis was the cause. 

Solomon died on September 13, at age 
66. Abilock spent many days by her hospi- 
tal bed. She says Solomon approached the 
illness with the same dignity and courage 
she had demonstrated throughout her 
life. 

Abilock is considering publishing 
one final work that Solomon left behind: 
a children’s book titled The Owl and the 
Stream. Abilock interprets her friend's 
story, about a lonely owl who befriends a 
stream, as a parable. The lesson: Accept 
who you are. 

ALICIA FREESE 


“He knew how to be cool" 

Zachary Wade "Creature" Nicholson, 1984-2015 


It's never easy for skateboarders in 
small-town, unpaved Vermont to find 
places to ride. Growing up in Waitsfield, 
Zachary Nicholson and his buddies 
were often forced to retreat to his mom’s 
basement to skate. 

That is, until they banded together 
and convinced local officials to let them 
convert the town ice rink into a skating 
park in the warm months. The group 
built and installed ramps and jumps, 
and dubbed the place the “Skatium.” 
It wasn't the last skate park Nicholson 
helped build in Vermont 

“Anything to be around skateboard- 
ing and skate parks was good enough 
for him,” recalls Nicholson's lifelong 
best friend, Jean-Luc Matecat. 

Matecat, who was two years older, 
gave Nicholson his first skateboard. 


Within a year, the natural athlete was a 
better skater than Matecat and almost 
anyone in town. 

As a kid, Nicholson often wore 
T-shirts from skateboard maker 
Creature. Some friends started using 
it as his nickname. It stuck, forever — 
almost everything Nicholson owned 
as an adult was plastered in Creature 
stickers. 

Born in Colorado, Nicholson moved 
to Waitsfield with his parents when he 
was 4 years old. 

He made friends easily. When he was 
just in second grade, the fifth graders 
wanted to hang out with him. “It was 
innate in him; he knew how to be cool,” 
his mother, Marsha Nicholson Van 
Leeuwen, says. “He was just a lot of fun.” 

She remembered skiing and 



snowboarding with him and his buddies 
— he’d whoop and laugh as he careened 
down the mountains at Sugarbush 
Resort and Mad River Glen. 

Nicholson also had a quiet, soulful 

His bedroom was the closest to the 
front door. Seeing himself as his mother 
and younger sister's protector, he kept 


a baseball bat by his door, ready to fight 
off any intruders. Nicholson was also 
a tireless reader. As a kid, he went for 
sci-fi and detective stories. As an adult, 
he dabbled in Chinese literature. 

Nicholson was famous for big, en- 
thusiastic hugs, which he would dole 
out without discrimination. He made 
friends easily as an adult, too. Women, 
his mom says, liked his deep-blue eyes. 

He rarely talked about the pain lurk- 
ing behind them. 

According to Van Leeuwen, the 
trouble started when he was about 
16 years old, when Nicholson and a 
friend pilfered opiate pain medications 
from the friend's mother. It grew into a 
heroin addiction, which sent Nicholson 
on a decade-long journey of detoxing, 
rehabbing, cleaning up and relapsing. 
It claimed his life in January, when 
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the 30-year-old fatally overdosed 
inside his Winooski apartment. 

Even among his close friends, 
Nicholson rarely talked about his 
struggles. 

“He had a lot of pain in his life, 
and he never burdened anyone too 
much about it, even when we wish 
he had,” Matecat says. “He had a 
spirit that was unbelievable. He 
always found time to care, to look 
out for his friends and worry about 
everyone else when he probably 
should have been worried about 
himself." 

Nicholson supported himself 
as a cook. He had stints at some of 
the highest-profile restaurants in 
the Burlington area, including the 
Daily Planet, Mule Bar, Bluebird 
Tavern and Misery Loves Co. 

When he was clean, he was a 
reliable worker. 

Matecat was the first chef at 
trendy Mule Bar, which opened in 
Winooski in 2013. Nicholson would 
show up early and stay late to help 
Matecat in the kitchen. Back at 
the apartment they shared, he and 
Matecat would relax by cooking 
meals together. Nicholson dreamed 
of opening his own cafe one day. 

He spent many weekends 
with his mother, either taking 
her around to various Burlington 
restaurants — where staffers in- 
variably greeted him warmly — or 
visiting her at her current home 
in Plattsburgh, N.Y., to help with 
household projects. 

“He always said it was payback 
and he needed to pay me back a 
lot,” Van Leeuwen remembers. “On 
his birthday, he said, ‘I’m still here 
because of you, Mom.'” 

In his final months, Nicholson 
became an advocate and organizer 
for the effort to build a new skate 
park in Burlington, which opened 
in November. He never got a 
chance to use it 

On a winter afternoon last 
January, Van Leeuwen came up to 
Burlington for a visit She and her 
son grabbed lunch at the Skinny 
Pancake. He was chatty and excited 
about his life. 

“He seemed really good to me,” 
Van Leeuwen recalls. “He made me 
feel good, and we had some good 
laughs, and then we said goodbye.” 

Two days later, she was awak- 
ened by police pounding on her 
front door. 

MARK DAVIS 




But Bhattarai’s ill health meant he 
couldn’t go out often. Moreover, he 
didn't speak English. “During winter, 
he'd sit inside and watch Nepali shows 
on YouTube. That’s all,” Pabitra says. 

On September 17, Bhattarai, 88, suf- 
fered a stroke. It was hours before he 
received medical attention. The elder 
Prem didn’t know the symptoms and 
thought his father was just exhausted 
when he was unresponsive. The younger 
Prem says most people in the Bhutanese 
community “don't know about stroke” 
because it's something they never en- 
countered in their home country. 

After Bhattarai spent a night at the 
hospital, doctors told his family they 
couldn’t do anything more for him. 
They advised the family to bring him 
home, where he died on the morning of 
September 22. 

At Bhattarai’s funeral, friends and 
relatives from North Carolina, New 
Hampshire, Ohio and Pennsylvania 
came to pay their respects. The younger 
Prem said he learned from the visi- 
tors about his grandfather’s generosity. 
“When somebody came to his house in 
Bhutan, he didn’t let those people go 
without food.” 

As per Hindu tradition, Bhattarai was 
cremated. His clothes were distributed 
among his four children, all of whom now 
live in the U.S., and some clothes were 
cremated along with him. Son Prem, who 
works at Peerless Clothing, chose to keep 
a coat. “He wore that from a long time 
ago,” he says. “That's why I keep that.” 

KYMELYA SARI 


"He left everything as it was" 
Phal Bhattarai, 1927-2015 


Moving to a new country is not the 
way many would choose to spend their 
old age. Indeed, Phal Bhattarai had not 
planned to spend his final years in the 
United States. He lived most of his life 
in his native Bhutan, then spent two 
decades in a refugee camp in Nepal 
before arriving in Vermont on July 18, 
2012. He and seven family members 
were part of a group of more than 1,700 
Bhutanese refugees who have been 
resettled in the Burlington area. 

Back in Bhutan, Bhattarai grew rice, 
corn and cardamom. His second son, 
Prem, shares details of that time through 
an interpreter — Bhattarai’s grandson, 
also named Prem. Son Prem says his 
father had little time for leisure because 
he was always working. When he wasn’t 
harvesting, he had to work on govern- 
ment construction projects, remembers 
his son. He’d be away for as 
long as 90 days, and he’d have 
to bring enough clothes and 
food supplies with him. 

Bhattarai hadn't wanted 
to leave his farm in Goshi, 
in southern Bhutan. The 
Bhattarai family was among 
the tens of thousands of 
ethnic Nepalis who were 
stripped of their Bhutanese 
nationality and expelled from 
the country in the early 1990s 
after former king Jigme 
Singye Wangchuck imple- 
mented the “One Nation, One 
People” policy. 

When the police came 
to their village and chased 
them out in 1992, the family 
didn’t have time to pack any- 
thing other than some rice. Prem says 
his father, who was 65 years old at that 
time, “felt so sad” for having to leave the 
house and farm that he had built. “He 
didn’t get a chance to sell anything or 
harvest anything. He left everything as 

Life in the refugee camp was “terri- 
ble," remembers son Prem. Their small, 
four-room hut was made of bamboo 
poles and plastic, with a thatched roof. 
The huts were built close together 
and often caught on fire. It was too hot 
during the summer and too cold during 
winter. The refugees received rationed 
food, which included brown rice, pump- 
kin, cabbage, potatoes and bananas. 
There were few jobs in the camp, and 
they weren’t allowed to leave to work, 


By the time the elder 
Bhattarai got to Vermont, 
he was very thin and ill. He 
didn't have much of an appe- 
tite and was diagnosed with 
a stomach ulcer. But he still 
enjoyed French fries from 
McDonald’s, says grand- 
daughter Pabitra, Prem's 

When he needed to go 
to the hospital, Pabitra was 
the one who took him there. 
“My brother is always busy, 
and I was the only one who 
could help with the transla- 
tion," she explains. 

When the family was in 
Nepal, they lived in different 
camps and she only saw him 
twice a year. But in Vermont, 


Pabitra quickly developed a “very close” 
bond with her grandfather. 

He liked going to Lake Champlain, 
she recalls. “He wanted to see the boats. 
He wanted to be on one. We did go to 
Newark," says Pabitra. 

Like most millennials, the 21-year- 
old first-year nursing student at 
Norwich University loves taking self- 
ies — but mostly with her grandfather. 
She has countless photos of him smil- 
ing toothlessly and wearing the shades 
she bought for him at University Mall. 
“People used to ask me, ‘Why do you 
have your grandfather’s pictures in your 
phone and on Facebook?"' she says with 

Grandson Prem would also bring him 
to a Colchester firm — Bhattarai missed 
being around animals. 


"Very caring, would do 
anything for anybody” 

Patricia Forguites, 1952-2015 


Patricia Forguites was generous to the 
last. The Essex woman donated her 
corneas when she died September 27; 
today someone is seeing through her 
eyes. The gift is even more poignant 
because Forguites never received the 
donation she needed: a heart. 

Giving, not receiving, was the 
focus of the 63-year-old woman’s life, 
says her husband of 40 years, Randy 
Forguites. “She was very caring, 
would do anything for anybody, and 
always smiling,” he explains during 
an interview in the cozy Essex apart- 
ment they shared. 

Pat and Randy’s romance began 
at a coed football game in 1974, when 
both were living in Connecticut. 

Some of the guys were tackling the 
girls, says Randy, which wasn’t very 
gentlemanly. “Her first impression of cared about. “She was really fussy,” 
I didn't tackle her,” he recalls remembers Randy. “She wouldn't give 



her special fudge — not too hard, not 
soft — for the many people she 


with a chuckle. “With ir 
was love at first sight.” 
Within a year they ■ 


anything unless it was just right.” 

In the late 1990s, Pat began e 
periencing heart problems. Doctors 


ried, and they soon made their way installed a pacemaker in 1999. A year 
to Vermont, Randy’s home state; he later, when she was 48, they diagnosed 


WITH ME, I THINK 
IT WAS WHEAT 
FIRST SIGHT. 

RANDY FORGUITES 


worked as a test engineer 
from 1978 
old house 

Junction, where they raised four chil- 
dren, before downsiz- 
ing to an apartment a 
few years ago. 

In addition to rais- 
ing a large family, Pat 
worked in admissions 
at the University of 
Vermont College of 
Medicine and as a lac- 
tation consultant. She 
nursed all of her chil- 
dren at a time when it 
was considered unusual to do so. 

Tricia Cassi, a friend who first met 
Pat through the La Leche League, re- 
called her as deeply nurturing person. 

Her work on breastfeeding education 
with new moms was a natural exten- 
sion of her giving, warm personality. 

“She was just so kind and gentle 
and always loved the babies and 
wanted to support mothers 
blossom," Cassi says. 

When her children were small, 

Pat volunteered at Hiawatha 
Elementary School. She also volun- 
teered in the nursery school at the 
First Congregational Church in Essex off the 
Junction, made Christmas stock- 
ings for all her relatives and made 


IBM her with congestive heart failure. 
2012. They lived in an Doctors raised the possibility of 
Main Street in Essex a heart transplant in 2008, Randy 
says, but Pat hesitated. “She realized 
that somebody would 
have to die to give her a 
transplant,” he says. 

Her condition wors- 
ened. When she was 
60, in 2012, her doctors 
told Pat she needed a 
new heart to survive. 
After a round of tests, 
she was placed on the 
heart transplant list at 
Tufts Medical Center 
in Boston. She was told it could take a 
year or more to move up the list. 

Doctors installed a heart pump so 
Pat could survive as she waited. But 
complications ensued that almost 
killed her. After 21 days in a coma, she 
miraculously came to. “She could only 
wiggle her left big toe; she was pretty 
much paralyzed,” says Randy, who left 
fully his job to care for his wife. 

Pat made progress and was able to 
move around with a walker. “We both 
were really thinking she could get 
better," her husband recalls. But, due 
her weakened state, Pat was taken 
transplant list after two 
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"A way of looking at the world that was pretty intense" 

Ann Jean Thomas, 1926-2015 


Boundless curiosity fueled Ann Thomas’ 
worldly and eventful life. The Woodstock 
resident’s travels spanned three 
continents and brought her into contact 
with prominent 20th-century literary 
and cultural figures. Her interests varied 
widely, as well — from writing poetry to 
researching the use of lithium in treating 
manic depression, an illness she struggled 
with to varying degrees for most of her 
life. 

Thomas “had a way of looking at the 
world that was pretty intense,” says her 
daughter, Charlotte Lanahan. 

Charlotte spoke with Seven Days 
at ShackletonThomas, a handmade 
furniture and ceramics company in 
Bridgewater, founded by her sister 
Miranda Shackleton and Miranda’s hus- 
band, Charles. Both sisters live nearby 
and work for the company, Miranda as 
co-owner and master potter, Charlotte as 
business manager. 

To hear the sisters tell their mother’s 
many stories is to be enraptured by a 
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years and told she would need to 
go through another round of tests 
to get back on. 

She was reluctant to endure the 
ordeal. The question became moot 
in September. Pat had a cerebral 
hemorrhage at home and later died 
at the UVM Medical Center. When 
doctors asked about organ dona- 
tion, Randy said yes. 

“She wanted to give her organs 
if something happened to her,” he 

Doctors could not use Pat’s 
heart, lungs or kidneys because of 
her health issues. They could use 
her eyes and tissue, though, and 
notified Randy with a letter that 
her corneas have been successfully 
transplanted. Her gift has inspired 
him to follow suit when the time 
comes. 

“I probably would do the same 
thing. Not probably, I will do the 
same thing,” he says. “I'm sure.” 

MOLLY WALSH 


woman who was, in many ways, 
larger than life. 

Thomas — “Buzzy” to her 
friends and family — was born 
in London, England, in 1926 to 
Rona and Arthur J. Davis, RA. Her 
father was a prominent architect 
known for designing London’s 
Ritz Hotel, as well as ocean liners 
including the Queen Mary. An 
archive of his work — completed 
by Thomas in 2010 — is housed 
at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects in London’s Victoria 
and Albert Museum. When she 
was just 16 years old, Thomas 
began studies at Oxford’s Lady 
Margaret Hall, where she crossed 
paths with writers C.S. Lewis and 
J.R.R. Tolkien. 

“Mum was really taken by C.S. 
Lewis,” explains Miranda. On 
the other hand, "she was always 
very rude about Tolkien because 
she did not like him — because 
he did not like women.” Thomas 
was allegedly part of a group of 
female students who would stand 
outside meetings of the Inklings, 

all-male literary discussion group that 


a bee’s eyes sees 
zeros of honey light 
multiply endlessly 

Then 
everything 
has gone 

for a millisecond cold 


are eclipsed 
by a passing chicadee 



included both Lewis and Tolkien, gle 
ing whatever ideas could be overheard. 

Ann and husband David, whom 
Miranda says her mother described as 
“a dashing young naval officer,” married 
in 1952. They subsequently moved to - - 
Boston, where David studied at Harvard bers. For 
Business School and Thomas worked at 
the Radcliffe College library. There she 
helped to administer the university's 
summer school under the direction of b Y consuming wheat and other cereals 


as being an effective stabilizer for manic 
patients, Thomas underwent multiple 
electric-shock therapy treatments. 

Even outside of the academy, Thomas 
remained a scholar. “She always had 
about seven desks piled high with photos 
and paper,” daughter Charlotte remem- 
~ nple, Thomas fervently 
pursued the hypothesis that die women 
killed during the Salem witch trials were 
victims of ergotism, a condition caused 


Henry Kissinger (later a U.S. secretary of affe «ed bya pojsonous fungal disease, 
state) and encountered poets Sylvia Pladi ' r 

and Ted Hughes. 

Like Plath, Thomas was no stranger 
o despair. After her son Toby was born, 


While David Thomas worked 
vertising, the family traveled extensively. 
From 1971 to 1981, they lived in Sydney, 
Australia. Thomas was fascinated by the 


Thomas experienced severe postpartum art J>n d !jves of the country’s Aboriginal 
depression, and her emerging mental * J ' * 

health struggle intensified. In the ’60s, 
the family moved to New York City. 

“My father worked hard to find the best 
research people for manic depression,” 

Miranda explains. 

Thomas was one of the first patients 
prescribed lithium by psychiatrist Ronald 
Fieve at New York-Presbyterian Hospital/ 

Columbia University Medical Center, and 
she became a medical researcher in her 
own right. “She got really interested in her 
own illness,” Miranda recalls. In addition 
to taking lithium, now widely recognized 


community, and she collected many bark 
paintings and artifacts — three of which 
she donated to the Hood Museum of Art 
at Dartmouth College in 2006 for its exhi- 
bition “Dreaming Their Way: Australian 
Aboriginal Women Painters.” 

Senior curator Katherine Hart de- 
scribes Thomas as “a person who had 
a great deal of respect for these objects, 
and a great deal of sensitivity for objects 
in general. She really thought of them as 
almost sentient in some ways." 

Indeed, Miranda describes her mother 
as “very mystical." Thomas’ love of the 


natural world is revealed in her poetry, 
which she began writing at age 6. She 
gave her daughters personalized poems 
on their birthdays and other momentous 
occasions throughout their lives. She pub- 
lished her verse, too — her work appeared 
in Oxford Poetry, the Atlantic Monthly 
and Verse, among other publications. Her 
first collection, A Safe House, came out 
in 1996. In 2013, Thomas published All 
Summer's Ahead, a poetry almanac with 
simple illustrations by Miranda. 

Ann and David moved to Woodstock 
in 2002 from Somerville, Mass., to be 
near their daughters. In November 
2014, family and friends gathered at 
Woodstock’s public library for a special 
reading: Each person was given one of 
Thomas’ poems, which were read aloud 
in the order she had written them. 

Thomas died at home in July from 
complications of cardiac arrest She was 
88. In addition to her daughters, she is 
survived by her husband, David, and 
sons, Mark and Toby, as well as seven 
grandchildren. 

Though Thomas was a scholar, 
explorer, patient, artist and mother, 
Miranda asserts, “She was a poet more 
than anything." 

RACHEL ELIZABETH JONES 


"An amazing ability to connect with people" 

Benjamin Donald Wood-Lewis, 1999-2015 



Teens who transcend cliques and make 
friends with everyone are a rarity. Ben 
Wood-Lewis was one of them. 

“Ben was the coolest kid in town,” re- 
members his friend and former classmate 
Joshua Scheidt. “Nobody disliked him.” 

His father, Michael Wood-Lewis, 
agrees that Ben “had kind of an amazing 
ability to connect with people.” 

That was even more remarkable 
given that he couldn’t speak, walk or 
communicate on his own. Ben had 
cerebral palsy, a neurological disorder 
caused by brain damage. He had little 
control over his body. To navigate the 
world, he relied entirely on others — 
starting with his parents. 

Michael and Valerie Wood-Lewis 
adopted Ben, their first child, a day after 
he was bom. He developed CP in the 
neonatal intensive care unit when he 
was two weeks old, due to high bilirubin 
levels brought on by jaundice. After 83 
days in the hospital, the couple brought 
him home to their South End apart- 
ment. Remembers Michael: “I couldn’t 
imagine how we were going to raise this 
child.” 

They had some help — Ben had a 
large team of medical professionals, 
including doctors, a respiratory thera- 
pist, occupational therapists, physical 
therapists, an assistive communication 
team, a palliative care team at Boston 
Children’s Hospital and 
personal care assistants 
who were with him 24 
hours a day. But the Wood- 
Lewises had recently 
moved from Washington, 

D.C., and they didn’t yet 
have many friends nearby. 

Valerie remembers 
bringing Ben to playgroups, 
where she found compas- 
sion but not camaraderie. “What every- 
one else was talking about was not what 
we were talking about,” she recalls. 

Meanwhile, the tech company 
Michael had been working for had 
recently imploded. Contemplating his 
next move, he thought of a neighbor he 
had known growing up who had also 
had CP. The two became friends, which, 
Michael says, had a profound effect on 

He hoped his neighbors would de- 
velop similar friendships with his own 
son, but the connectedness Michael felt 
in his old neighborhood was missing in 



his new one. That was partly why he 
and Valerie developed a free, location- 
based email newsletter service in 2000, 
and invited their neighbors to join. The 
emails proved popular, and evolved 
into Front Porch Forum, an online 
community-building platform now used 
by 120,000 Vermonters statewide. 

FPF wasn't just a business success. 
It helped the Wood-Lewises, who had 
had moved into a two-story house in 
Burlington’s Five Sisters neighborhood, 
to meet their neighbors. Ben quickly 
won people over. He ac- 
cepted everyone without 
judgment and frequently 
flashed his irresistible smile. 

And he loved to play. 
Thanks to adaptive sports 
programs — and enthusias- 
tic helpers — he was able to 
ski, surf, bike, parasail and 
wrestle on the floor. 

His parents advocated for him every 
step of the way. That included prompting 
the school district to build a wheelchair 
ramp at Champlain Elementary, work- 
ing with the Burlington Department of 
Parks and Recreation to purchase mats 
to make North Beach wheelchair-acces- 
sible, and galvanizing an effort to install 
an elevator at Edmunds Middle School, 
so that Ben could maintain the friend- 
ships he had developed at Champlain. 

Those campaigns didn’t just help 
Ben and others with mobility issues, 
says neighbor Patrick Halladay. His son, 
Daniel, was in Ben's class from third 


through eighth grade Both Daniel and 
his sister, Hannah, spoke at public meet- 
ings to advocate for the elevator. They 
learned about how government works 
and grappled with issues of inclusion, 
fairness and civic responsibility. 

“Talk about a fantastic learning ex- 
perience,” Halladay marvels. 

They did fun stuff together, too. 
Halladay remembers Daniel's third- 
grade birthday party, which included 
sledding at Calahan Park. “The kids 
were doing what they could to pull Ben 
up and down the hill,” he remembers. 
“They’re pulling him up, and he’s falling 
down laughing." 

Halladay, a former elementary 
school teacher who now works with 
the Vermont Agency of Education, says 
he’s seen this dynamic at work in the 
classroom, too. Students learn valuable 
lessons from their peers with special 
needs, and often bond over helping a 
classmate. 

On Ben’s first Edmunds Middle 
School field trip to Mount Philo, for 
example, his classmates spontaneously 
decided that he shouldn’t miss the hike 
to the top. Rather than have a teacher 
drive him up, the kids pushed and 
pulled him themselves. 

Josh Scheidt went on a similar class 
trip a year later, when a teacher brought 
a cross-country ski harness and a rope, 
which the students attached to Ben’s 
wheelchair. A group of 10 kids, includ- 
ing Josh, took turns helping Ben to the 
summit 

“We were moving at a pretty good 


pace,” Josh remembers. “It was hard 
but fun.” 

Because of Ben, Josh got involved in 
the Special Olympics unified team. He 
and Ben bowled, played basketball and 
did track and field together. 

Josh says people recognized Ben 
everywhere he went. “Everybody in the 
room knew him,” he says. “He was an 
incredible person.” 

Despite his CP, Ben wasn't a sick kid, 
say his parents. So it was a surprise when 
he struggled to recover from a planned 
July surgery to replace a medication pump 
in his back; his decline was likely due to 
the accumulated effect of severe CP on his 
body. After three weeks in intensive care 
at Boston Children’s Hospital, Ben came 
home, but he was failing. 

Over three days, friends and neigh- 
bors visited at the rate of “a hundred a 
day,” says Michael, first to welcome Ben 
home, and then to say goodbye and con- 
sole the family, including Ben's younger 
siblings Maddie, Henry and Isaac. Ben 
died at home in August, surrounded 
by his family, a month shy of his 16th 
birthday. 

His memorial service at Burlington's 
First Unitarian Universalist Society 
drew hundreds of mourners, many of 
them his peers. A slide show of photos 
featured numerous group shots with a 
wide variety of pals. 

“There are not many people who 
could cross groups like that,” says 
Valerie. “He was a bridge builder.” 

CATHY RESMER 


BEN WAS THE 
COOLEST KID 
IN TOWN. 



food+drink 


Fare Thee Well 

2015's highs and lows in Vermont food and drink 


F ood writers want every res- 
taurant to be exceptional. We 
crave exquisite, thoughtfully 
prepared food sourced from 
the best local farms and fishermen. 
We swoon for service that’s charming 
and professional but casual and fun, 
and for friendly bartenders who know 
what we’re drinking before we do. We 
yearn for chefs who honor their own 
heritage and this glorious green place 
we live in, who pair creativity with 
ambition and have a skill set to match. 
We applaud those who aren’t afraid to 
take risks. 

Restaurants that achieve even half 
of these things with any consistency 
offer far more than just a decent supper. 
They supply an escape from the daily 
grind, swaddling us in pleasure for a 
few short hours before gently releasing 
us, happy and full. 

A cheap neighborhood joint can ful- 
fill those aims as well as — sometimes 
better than — a three-star shrine to 
gastronomy. Many restaurants could 
get to this level with a little polishing, 
but don’t That leaves food writers dis- 
appointed and often a bit cranky about 
the local dining scene, whether they 
live in New York City or San Francisco 
or Burlington. And, yes, I know this 
is a first-world problem and mine is a 
dream job. 

But, glancing back over 2015, I’m 
kind of amazed by all the wonderful 
things that happened. Even though 
I spent untold hours seeking out the 
latest and greatest in Vermont food and 
drink, I know I missed many palate- 
teasing delights. So, based on what I did 
see and taste, I offer this song of thanks 
to some of the restaurants, chefs and 
food artisans who made 2015 a sweet 
year to dine and drink in Vermont. 



Best New Chef 

Marc Provencher, Taverna Khione, 
Shelburne 

Locals were sad when Cafe Shelburne 
closed after dinner on December 31, 
2014. But by April, Maine chef Marc 
Provencher had installed a new Greek 
restaurant in the space. His cooking 
is rugged and traditional — no street- 
style falafel or gyro here. 

Instead, Provencher’s menu proceeds 
in degrees of approachability. A sizzling 
feta dip, stained red with tomato and 
pepper, is fairly friendly, while tara- 
mosalata — the uber-fishy carp roe puree 
traditional on Grecian tables — might be 
risky business for folks who didn’t grow 
up on anchovies or gefilte fish. 

Across the menu, elegant details 
enhance the base proteins. During a 
midsummer meal, stewed sour cherries 
from Shelburne Orchards punctuated a 
jammy, red-wine-braised leg of rabbit. 
Another night, Provencher’s handmade 
Greek spaghetti was salted with nutty, 
brown-butter-fried Cretan goat cheese 
and accented with floral, fresh-picked 
verbena. His fire-grilled lamb chops 
were magnificent in their funky, fork- 
tender simplicity. 

While not every Taverna dish is 
perfect, most are fantastic. What’s most 
exciting is the young chef's audacity in 
bringing something totally new to the 
area — and his ability to execute each 
meal with style to spare. 

Best Menu Reinvention 
ArtsRiot, Burlington 

Technically, chef George Lambertson 
took over for ArtsRiot's wonky “kitchen 
collective” in November 2014. At that 
point, his menu was brief — a handful 
of fun twists on classic pub fare, such 


FOOD LOVER? ® 

RlrT YOUR FILL ONLINE— 


r SEVENDAYSVT.COM/FOOD. 




LOOK UP RESTAURANTS ON YOUR PHONE: 

CONNECT TO M.SEVENDAYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLED 
CUISINE. FIND NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES AND MORE. 
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I COULD PROBABLY EAT CHEF 
NARIN PHANTHAKHOT'S 
PEPPER-TINGED PORK PATTIES, 
WITH THEIR PERFECT WHITE RICE 
AND MORE KIMGHI, EVERY DAY. 


as popcorn chicken, a “mystery” patty 
on homemade brioche, and lots of 
housemade pickles and preserves. But 
by this past summer, he’d expanded the 
menu to include dishes such as plump 
seared scallops over a tangle of roasted 
heirloom carrots soaked in pan jus, 
and pan-roasted pheasant with confit 
potato and fennel. 

The sweetest part? The prices. 
Two people can grab a filling meal 
— with drinks — for around $25 each. 
Which means that ArtsRiot’s signa- 
ture 400 Burger — topped with pickle, 
“’Merican” cheese and a secret, fast- 
food-esque “special sauce" — is easily 
one of my favorites in town. Even more 
so at $10.50. 

Best Meal 

Butch + Babe's, Burlington 

At first, I wasn't sold on Butch + Babe's, 
which opened in Burlington’s Old North 
End in January 2015. The concept was 
fuzzy — a beer-forward "neighborhood 
pub” with a Thai chef? It smacked of 
Could be good — maybe. But people kept 
saying nice things about the place, and 
when I finally got over there earlier 
this month, I was hooked from the first 
bite. It didn’t let up until the plates were 
cleared. 


The meal began with a huge bowl of 
glassy noodles swimming in cilantro- 
tinged broth. Com cakes studded with 
sweet, ripe whole kernels were served 
over a schmear of spicy aioli and zingy 
Napa kimchi. 

Then, juices streamed from a fat, 
meaty local-beef burger tucked into 
springy focaccia. Don't get me started 
on the spicy ranch dipping sauce for 
the fries. And I could probably eat chef 
Narin Phanthakhot's pepper-tinged pork 
patties, with their perfect white rice and 
more kimchi, every' day. Or chomp into 
a Chicago-style hot dog and call it good. 

Is the menu all over the place? Kind 
of, but it reaches a state of cohesion 
somewhere between the Pacific Rim and 
Middle America. There’s truly some- 
thing for everyone — like, who could 
resist mac-and-cheese pancakes? The 
result is very Burlington and very much 
its own, and I totally digit. 

Best Pizza 

Pizza on Main, Morrisville 

Vermont has plenty of gorgeous blistered, 
Neapolitan-style rounds, and I enjoy 
those very much. But the best pizzeria 
in the state opened early last spring — in 
Morrisville — and its owners are New 
York metro transplants. They’re so crazy 
about their native flatbreads that they 
spent a year apprenticing in a benchmark 
Westchester pizza joint, learning the ins 
and outs of making a perfect pie. 

At Pizza on Main, the micro-thin 
rounds are 18 inches across, crisp 
and tangy with orange-red marinara 
and a barely there skim of salty 
blended cheese. 


MEDITERANO 


AUTHENTIC, FRESH GREEK 
& MEDITERRANEAN FOOD 

GYROS • PANiNI • SALADS 
FAIAFEL • BAKLAVA 
BOSNIAN GRILLED SPECIALTIES 
ESPRESSO DRINKS • BEER & WINE 


New Baklava Flavors: 
NUTELLA & MAPLE 


17 Park St • Esse* Jet. • 878-9333 

DINE IN OR TAKE OUT 


Tll-Tll 11-8 • F8 S 11-9 • Closed Sun 8 Mon 
Full menu wmw.caIemedlteiano.com 
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Main's foldable slices are bigger than 
your face (cut from 20-inch pies) — for 
$2.50 to $4 each. Toppings? Add what- 
ever you want — anchovies, pepperoni, 
spinach — and you'll find it super fresh, 
crisp and good. The shop also serves 
Italian and deli-style “wedges” (aka 
subs) and fun regional specialties such 
as fried ravioli and stromboli. But I’m 
there for the pizza. Go, and be converted. 

Emergent Dining 
Destination 

Stowe 

In recent decades, Stowe hasn’t wanted 
for restaurants. Owing to its tourist 
economy, it’s long offered more places 
to eat per capita than most Vermont 
towns. 

But in 2015, Stowe’s dining scene 
went from decent to great. In January, 
new owners revamped the inn at 
Edson Hill with chef Chad Hanley in 
the kitchen and Don Horrigan behind 
the bar. (Horrigan has since moved on, 
but many of his cocktails remain.) The 
restaurant marries old New England 
fere (clambakes, crab cakes) to modern 
New American cuisine with subtle Asian 
twists that Hanley gleaned from time 
spent working under Roy Yamaguchi 
and Masaharu Morimoto. It’s a dining 
experience in which the food matches 
the setting. 



mercy 

connections / 


The Vermont Women’s Mentoring Program 


Nurturing Self-Sufficiency through Education, Mentoring, Entrepreneurship and Community 


If interested, please visit our website 
to complete the recruitment question 


Learn More 


Director of J 


Become a Mentor. 


Support a woman making the transition 
from prison back into the community 
and a healthy life. 

Orientation begins 
February 3, 2016 at 5:30pm 


SEEKING 

PREGNANT WOMEN 

FOR SMOKING STUDIES!!! 

• For women who are currently pregnant 
and currently smoking cigarettes 

■ Flexible scheduling, including 
weekend & evening appointments 

• Compensation provided for participation 


Pam Greene (802) 846-7164 

pgreene(®mercyconnections.org 


http://j.mp/1CtCwKh 

For more information, 

call 802-656-8714 
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Mavis 


REASON HERE: 

Owner unable to care for 

SUMMARY: Oh my. It's Mavis! 
Mavis is a young rabbit who is 
full of life and spunk! She likes 
to spend her days munching 
on hay and veggies followed by 
a nice and relaxing stretched- 
out nap! She also loves having 
tons of space to hop and spring 
around in! If you're looking to 
ring in the New Year with a fun 
new bun-bun, we suggest that 
you meet miss Mavis! 

Visit me at HSCC, 

142 Kindness Court, 

South Burlington, 

Tuesday through Friday 
from 1 to 6 p.m., or Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 
862-0135 for more info. 


£ 

Humane 

Society 


housing » 


on the road » 


pro services » 

CHILDCARE, HEALTH/ 
WELLNESS, PAINTING 


buy this stuff » 

APPLIANCES, KID STUFF, 
ELECTRONICS, FURNITURE 


music & art» 


jobs » 


NEW STUFF ONLINE EVERY DAY! PLACE YOUR ADS 24-7 AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM. 












I REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS: 

List your properties here and online for only $45/week. 

_ homeworks®>sevendaysvt.com or 802-865-1020. x37. 





Located on 37 private acres. 3BR, 
2BA. full-length deck. Oak floors. 

7. $289,000 


REALTY RESULTS 
















h meworks 


BROWSE THIS WEEK'S OPEN HOUSES: 
sevendaysvt.com/open-houses 
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FOR SALE BY OWNER 

List your property here for 2 weeks for only $45! Contact Ashley, 864-5684, fsbo@sevendaysvt.com. 



List your property here for 
2 weeks for only $45! 
Contact Ashley, 864-5684, 
fsbo@sevendaysvt.com. 



2 

4 

1 

3 

6 

5 

5 

2 

4 

6 

3 

1 

1 

6 

3 

2 

5 

4 

6 

3 

5 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

5 

4 

6 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

3 











2 

8 

7 

5 

3 

4 

6 

1 

9 

i- 

9 

4 

6 

2 


7 

8 


8 

4 

2 

7 

6 

3 

9 


__ 

1 







7 

2 

: 

5 

9 

] 

4 

2 

8 

6 

3 

4 

2 

8 

3 

5 

6 

1 

9 

7 

6 

7 

3 

2 

1 

9 

5 

4 

8 

9 

1 

5 

4 

7 

8 

3 

2 

6 






ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTMYJOB 
PRINT DEADLINE: NOON ON MONDAYS (INCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 

FOR RATES & INFO: MICHELLE BROWN, 802-865-1020 X21, 

MICHELLEl9SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL SOURCE. SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS 


•iSt MANSFIELD HALL 

■Hnl Realizing Possibilities — 

Mansfield Hall is an innovative residential college support 
program for students with diverse learning needs. 

SPECIAL EDUCATOR 

We are seeking a dynamic Special Education professional to 
serve as our Academic Case Manager. This position requires 
excellent teaching, organization, planning, and written and 
oral communication skills. The ability to multitask and 
collaborate with our academic partners in the collegiate 
community is important. Having a commitment to the 
success of all students and ability to understand and teach to 
various learning styles is required. Masters degree in special 
education or a related field preferred. Applicant information 
is available at mansfieldhall.org/eraployment. 


Visiting Nurse Association & Hospice 


Our family caring for your family since 1946 

Home Health Aides 

(LNA and PCA) 

Immediate overnight shifts available 


The VNA and Hospice of the Southwest Region, including 
the Rutland Area VNA and Hospice, the Bennington 
Area VNA and Hospice, and the Dorset Area VNA and 
Hospice, is looking for home health aides to work 
overnights (weekday and weekend) out of our Rutland and 
Bennington offices. In this position, you will be working 
regularly scheduled 10 p.m.-6 a.m. shifts. 

Ask us about our per diem benefit package. 


For 




it 770-1510, h 


Interested in Starting a Career 
in Health Care? 

Become a Professional Caregiver 
No experience required 
Free training January 18-22 
Apply online atwww.vnacares.org 


El 





, Spring Lake Ranch 

1 Therapeutic Community 

Registered Nurse 

Cuttingsville 

Spring Lake Ranch Therapeutic Community, a uniquely 
relational therapeutic farm on 650 beautiful acres, supports 
and empowers people with mental health and addiction 
challenges to grow, thrive and gain independence. Nursing 
assessments, assisting psychiatrist, pharmacy liaison, staff 
training, on-call support, scheduling appointments and 
medication administration. Vermont RN license required. 
Previous experience in mental health and/or substance abuse 
recovery and ability to collaborate closely with other staff are 
essential. Full-time with benefits: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays. Resume to tom@springlakeranch.org. 


NORTHWESTERN 

COUNSELING 

■ S.PPO.T 

CIS EARLY INTERVENTION 
TEAM LEADER 


A re you great with customer 
service? Love history and 


books? We 
for theVe 



rmonthistory.org/careers 
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Delivery Driver/ 
Equipment Installer 


Immediate opening 
for a Delivery Driver/ 
Equipment Installer. 
Please review job 
requirements and 
download an application 
and submit with 
resume from: 
kittredgeequipment.com 
Careers > Williston, VT 






ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS, 
OR CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 
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OFFICE CLEANERS 

Part-time work available 
for cleaning offices in 
Waitsfield. Must be able 
to work independently. 

Up to four nights a week 
(maximum 17 hours). 

Call 879-6764 for 
more information. 


EARN 

$70 

Research Project 
on Decision Making 
Group will meet on 
Monday and Tuesday, 
January 11 and 12, 2016 
5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Complimentary food and 
beverages will be served. 
Burlington area. 

18 years or older. 

CONTACT: 

458-5990 

midvtdecres@gmail.com. 


Business 

Manager 

Seeking experienced 
business manager 
to join strong, cohe- 
sive school staff at 
Orchard Valley 
Waldorf School's 55- 
acre East Montpelier 
campus. 

See www.ovws.org for 

job description. 

orctodVv.il., 802-456-7400 
•uomr^CTooL £ Montpelier, VT 
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WtkeRobin 

Back to school, looking for a change? 

Wait Staff 

Full- and Part-Time Openings 
Wake Robin, Vermont's premier continuing care retirement 
community, is adding members to our team of Dining Room Wait 
Staff. Wait Staff help to create a fine dining experience for our 
residents in a restaurant-style environment that rivals most area 
restaurants. This is a perfect opportunity for students with the time 
and drive to begin their working experience, or for professionals who 
wish supplement their current career endeavors. 

Experience as a server is preferred but not required. We will train 
applicants who demonstrate strong customer service skills and a 
desire to work with an active population of seniors. 

The Wake Robin dining room does not serve alcohol and is the perfect 
environment for aspiring food servers who are not yet 18. 

Wake Robin offers a flexible schedule to match your goals. If 
interested, please email hr@wakerobin.com or fax your resume 
with cover letter to HR, 264-5146. 

' k - ' 


Visiting Nurse Association & Hospice 


HOME CARE AIDES - IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
ALL SHIFTS: DAYS/EVENINGS/WEEKENDS 


Work for One of the Top-Performing Home Health 
Agencies in the U.S. 

The VNA and Hospice of the Southwest Region, consisting of 
the Bennington, Dorset and Rutland Area VNAs and Hospice, 
is looking for Home Care Aides (Licensed Nursing Assistants 
and Personal Care Attendants) to work throughout Rutland 
County and in select sections of Bennington County. As a 
member of our team, you will be part of a group of home 
health care professionals who deliver specialized one-on- 
one care to patients in their homes. 


lease contact Harry Snyder at 
mail at hlsnvder@iavnah.org 
i l opportunity employer EOE. 


p 1 Bennington Area u ~i 




Shared Living Provider 

Support an individual with a developmental or intellectual disability 
in your home or in their home. A generous stipend, paid time off 
(respite), and comprehensive training and supports are available 
for providing residential support to an individual. We are currently 
offering variety of exciting opportunities. 

For more information contact Jennifer Wolcott, 
jwolcott@ccs-vt.org or 655-0511, ext 118. 

Champlain Community Services 
512 Troy Ave, Suite 1 
Colchester, VT 05446 
802-655-0511 


CAREGIVERS NEEDED 


The Residence at Shelburne Bay, a premier Level 
III hospitality-oriented senior living community in 
Shelburne, is accepting applications for Caregivers for 
the following positions: 

• Overnights 

• Evenings 

• Days 

A Caregiver's role is vital to the quality of our residents' 
daily lives. You will make a difference in their live as 
well as your own, including a sense of accomplishment 
and satisfaction in helping others. 

Applicants must have good verbal and written 
communications skills and be nurturing, caring and 
reliable. Must be comfortable with computers. Previous 
caregiving experience preferred; however, we are 
willing to train applicants with strong qualifications 
and the willingness to learn. Candidates are also 
eligible to apply for a promotion to medication 
technician after 90 days of exemplary performance. 
Background checks required. 

We offer competitive salaries and benefits for full-time 
positions including health, dental, vision, paid time off 
and a comfortable and peaceful working environment 
where our residents are nurtured and allowed to age 
with grace and dignity. 

Send reply with your resume or stop by and pick up 
an application at: ^ ^ m 

The Residence at Shelburne Bay rt. RESIDENCE 

1 85 Pine Haven Shores Road ' 

Shelburne, VT 05482 ' 





FOLLOW US ON TWITTER OSEVENDAYSJOBS. SUBSCRIBE TO RSS, N I [T\ A/ IPlDC DflCTCH H A I I VI 
ORCHECKPOSTINGSONYOURPHONEATM.SEVENDAYSVT.COM INL.VV JUDO rUD I C.U UMILY ! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 


@jobs C-9 


Chittenden East 

Supa-visory Union 

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS 

Full and part-time, substitute and trip drivers needed. 
Experience preferred. CDL required; will train. Excellent 
benefits, positive working conditions. 

Please apply online at schoolspring.com or call 434-2128 for an 
application. 

Application must include letter of interest, resume and 
references. Hard copies of three letters of reference required for 
verification at interview level. 

Visit oi 


Access Coordinator/ 
HUB & Adult Clinicians 

HUB Clinician: Master's- or bachelor's-level clinician position 
working with adults as a part of our HUBS Spoke medication- 
assisted therapy (MAT) program. This position will focus on access 
to care and provide a bridge from the MAT program to referrals 
to the treatment service options. Work will Involve assessments, 
group and individual therapy, case management as well as 
coordination with the Department of Corrections. Previous 
experience working with people in recovery from addictions is 
preferable. A LADC is preferred. Working hours roughly 6 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Substance Abuse Treatment Clinician: Master's- or bachelor's- 
level clinical positions (LADC preferred) providing outpatient 
counseling to adults, adolescents and families dealing with 
substance abuse-related issues.Treatment modalities may be 
provided using group, individual or couples counseling and 
may include some work in our Intensive Out-Patient Treatment 
Program. 

Individuals who are interested in being part of a dynamic team 
are encouraged to apply. Flexibility, dependability, strong 
communication, organizational skills and the ability to be a team 
player are essential. We offer a flexible benefit package which can 
be taken as a cash benefit, 403b retirement match and generous 
time-off policy. If interested, please send resume and letter of 
interest to: 

Rachel Yeager, HR Coordinator, 

Clara Martin Center 
P.O. Box G 

Randolph, VT 05060 
or to: ryeager@claramartin.org 
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Merchandiser Needed for 
Very Busy Beer and Wine Wholesaler 

cement and full benefit package Must have o 


In dudes mileage reimbursemei 
reliable transportation and a de 
not limited to: liftnig 40-plus p< 
on shdves, building displays, and keeping pi 
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resume to tgaren@bakerdistnbutingcom. No phone calls, please 
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Spring Lake Ranch 

1 Therapeutic Community 


Human Resources Director 

CuttingsviUe 

Spring Lake Ranch Therapeutic Community, a uniquely 
relational therapeutic farm on 650 beautiful acres, supports and 
empowers people with mental health and addiction challenges 
to grow, thrive and gain independence. The Human Resources 
Director works collaboratively with a variety of other staff to 
fulfill the human resource needs of Spring Lake Ranch. Hiring, 
performance evaluations, orientation, training, employee 

3s, job descriptions, benefit administration. 



law and licensing compliance. Bachelor’s degree and minii 
of two years human resources experience required. Exper: 
in nonprofit and/or social service HR is preferred. Full tim 
with benefits; 8 a.m.-A p.m. Mondays-Fridays. Resume to 1 

springlakeranch.org. 


/% state Vermont 


For the people... the place... the post 


Vermont Psychiatric 
Care Hospital 


REGISTERED NURSE 

Exciting Opportunities for Experienced Nurses 

Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital, a 25-bed state-of-the-art, 
progressive facility providing excellent care in a recovery-oriented, 
safe, respectful environment, has immediate openings for 
Registered Nurses on all shifts. 

Offering starting pay based on experience. Psychiatric Nurse 
II annual salary range: $52,839-82,524. Also offering new 
sign-on, retention bonuses and educational opportunities. 
Tuition reimbursement and loan repayment assistance may be 
available for eligible applicants. 

Whether you are a nurse seeking a career path or looking for a 
change, you can make a difference in the changing landscape of 
mental health care there's a rewarding opportunity at VPCH. 
Apply online at careers.vermont.gov. 

Psychiatric Nurse II - Reference Job Opening ID# 61 761 1 

For more information, please contact Kathy Bushey at 802-505-0501 

orkathleen.bushey@vermont.gov. 


To apply, you must use the online job application at careers.vemont.gov. 
For questions related to your application, please contact the Department 
of Human Resources, Recruitment Services, at 855-828-6700 (voice) 
or 800-253-0191 (TTY/Relay Service). The State of Vermont is an equal 
opportunity employer and offers an excellent total compensation package. 


BUSINESS PROCESS 
ANALYST 

The Vermont Judiciary 
seeks IT pro to embark on a 


skills required. Prefer li 


modeling and rules engines 
experience Position offers 
salary over t50K, overtime 
eligibility and excellent 
benefits. Open until filled. 

If interested please visit 
vermontjudiciary.org. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 


VELAN 


QC DOCUMENT 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Velan Valve Corp seeks 
entry-level candidate for QC 
Document Administrator to 
work in conjunction with our 
QA/QC team. Document 
Administrators create QC 
documentation packages and 
provide customer support 
in conjunction with those 
packages, as well as schedule 
and provide support tor 
customer-initiated inspections. 
Candidate must be proficient 
with Word, Excel and Oracle, 
have strong communication 
skills, and be able to work in a 
team environment. Experience 
desired but not mandatory. 

Please submit resume with 
salary expectations to 
william.pearsall@velan.com 
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Pathways Vermont 

Resident 
Support Staff 

Soteria Vermont is an 
alternative to hospitalization 
for individuals experiencing 
an initial episode of psychosis 
who wish to minimize their 
exposure to medications. 
The residence is located 
in Burlington and has the 
capacity to serve up to five 
individuals at a given time. 

The Resident Support Staff 
is focused on essential 
house functions and using 
a non-directive and non- 
judgmental approach to 
being with residents. 

For more information, 
and to apply, please visit 
pathwaysvermont.org/jobs. 
html 


pathwaysvermont.org/ 

jobs.html 


PAYDATA 

WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS 

PayData Workforce Solutions, Inc. is looking for an additional team 
memberto join our Client Service Department as a 

Payroll Processor/Client 
Service Representative. 

Our Client Service Representatives work closely with our 
clients to produce accurate payrolls utilizing various import 
methods including data entry. Excel worksheets and time clock 
imports. The ability to perform multiple tasks efficiently and 
manage ongoing projects is necessary. Attention to detail is a 
must. Candidates must have prior payroll experience as well as 
customer service experience and possess strong communication 
and organizational skills. Candidates should also have proven 
troubleshooting skills and be able to adapt to new and changing 
technology. Our Client Service Representatives work in a team 
environment and cubicle office setting. Experience handling a 
large volume of telephone calls, as well as having strong number 
skills or prior payroll experience, is required; working knowledge 
of the Evolution payroll software is desirable. Experience with 
Windows including Word, Excel and Outlook is required as well as 
strong keyboarding skills. 

Apply online at 

paydatapayroll.companycareersite.com/joblist.aspx. 



HOWARD 

CENTER 


Developmental Services 

Seeking, Shared Living Providers! 

Seeking Shared Living Provider(s) to support a 25 -year-old man who 

This individual is looking for tactful provider(s) with strong boundaries, 
dear communication, and the ability to provide on-going supervision. 
Providers who can help maintain an active and healthy lifestyle 
are preferred. This would be an ideal opportunity for a peer-aged 
professional(s) or graduate student(s) with experience in the field of social 
work and/or counseling. Pets are very welcome! Compensation: $25,500 
tax-free annual stipend. 

Seeking female Shared Living Provider(s) to support an 18-year-old 
woman, and college student, who enjoys music, drawing and 
playing card games. This individual is looking for a skilled and patient 
provider who can provide support as she becomes an adult and continues 
to build independence. The right provider will have strong boundaries, 

be able to provide on-going care and supervision. This would be an ideal 
opportunity for a professional or graduate student with experience in the 
field of social work and/or counseling. Compensation: $30,000 tax-free 
annual stipend. 

All interested candidates please contact 
lreidfShowardcenter.org or call 488-6563. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

POSITION 

Alternative health care 
practice with locations in 
Northeast Kingdom and 
Montpelier area seeks 
committed member to join 
our team. Computer, 
office and communication 
skills required. Attention 
to detail, ability to 
multitask and assist 
patients in a professional 
manner is critical. Training 
in the Hardwick area, 

15 to 20 hours per week. 
Employment primarily in 
Montpelier area, 20 to 30 
hours per week possible as 
a permanent position. 
Send resume, anticipated 
salary range and 
cover letter to 
nelchealth@yahoo.com. 


The Flynn Center for the Performing Arts seeks applicants 
for a part-time School Programs Coordinator to join our 
Education team and be a part of northern New England's 
premier performing arts center. 

SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
COORDINATOR 

The School Programs Coordinator is responsible for arranging 
workshop and conference logistics with teachers and teaching 
artists, collecting, entering, and reporting on related data, 
grant tracking, assisting with the marketing and promotion 
of school programs, and providing support around our lead 
teachers and visiting artists in schools. The ideal candidate 
will have very strong organizational skills, the ability to work 
independently, grace in problem solving, and knowledge of 
schools and performing arts education. 

For a detailed job description and more information, 
visit our website at 

flynncenter.org/about-us/employment-and- 

internship-opportunities.html. 

Please submit application materials by January 8, 2016 to 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 
Human Resources Department 
153 Main Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 
or email hresources@flynncenter.org. 

No phone calls, please. EOE. 


• meredith 


content licensing 
We create multi-platform content marketing solutions 
powered Meredith Corporation brands including EatingWell, 
Shape , Parents , allrecipes.com, Better Homes and Gardens 
and others. 

Director, Health and Wellness Content 
Licensing Sales 

Seeking experienced, results-oriented salesperson to join our 
content licensing team. Position is responsible for strategic 
prospecting, proposal development, contracting and ongoing 
client relationship management. Your clients will be insurance 
and pharmaceutical companies, corporate wellness providers, 
tech companies, and other entities looking for content 
solutions to power their health-focused adherence, patient 
support, and marketing and advocacy campaigns. 

Java/Play/Scala Developer 

Help build our content delivery software, meal planning 
products, hosted client solutions and micro service APIs. 

We use Java/Scala/Play/Spray; Nginx, Varnish, Jenkins 
integrations, Elastic Search, MySQL, Mongo, git. Competitive 
compensation, cool work environment and staff lunches from 
EatingWell test kitchen. 

Positions are located at EatingWell offices in Shelburne. 
Send resume and cover letter to: jobs@eatingwell.com. 
Go to eatingwell.com/jobs for more information. 
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Vermont 

creamery 



OPEN POSITIONS 

Vermont Creamery, a small specialty creamery with 30 years of 
successful business, is now hiring for several positions, as follows: 

IT SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR 
MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 
PRODUCTION/SANITATION WORKERS 

Good starting wage based on experience. Benefit package 
includes medical insurance, retirement plan, vacations/paid 
holidays, training program and cheese privileges. 

Mail or stop in for an application at: 

Vermont Creamery 

PO Box 95, 40 Pitman Road, Websterville, VT 05678 
or apply online at jobs@vermontcreamery.com. 


OPHTHALMIC TECHNICIAN 


Retina Center of Vermont is seeking a friendly, 
motivated Ophthalmic Technician for a full-time position 
in our South Burlington office. 

Qualifying technicians are responsible for patient intake 
using computerized health records, assisting in office 
and operating room procedures, and performing retinal 
image diagnostic testing. Technicians must be able to 
rotate on emergency call schedules due to the nature of 
the specialty. Professional certification is preferred but 
not necessary; some experience in ophthalmology is 


Please submit a resume to Aaron Mitton, 

amitton@retinacentervermont.com 




Counseling Service of Addison County, Inc. 

Seeking staff committed to making a difference, 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

EMR Application, Training and Support Specialist: Responsible for electronic 
medical record system support, testing and troubleshooting. Prepare 
documentation and provide end user training and EMR help desk assistance. 
Assist with testing for upgrades, patches and other system enhancements. 
Minimum requirements: associate's degree or experience consummate with 
education. This is a full-time, benefit-eligible position. 

EMR/Billing Associate: Maintain client information, submit claims, apply 
payments, and scan and release client records. Associate's degree plus one year 
of relevant experience or a combination of education and experience required. 
Attention to detail a must. This is a full-time, benefit-eligible position. 

ADULT OUTPATIENT 

Care Manager: Seeking a support worker who will provide psychosocial 
support services in the community to adult clients. Work closely with therapists 
and emergency team clinicians. Strong candidates will have knowledge of 
mental health issues, strong social support skills, excellent judgment and 
familiarity with community resources. This is a full-time, benefit-eligible position. 
Clinician: Seeking a Vermont-licensed MSW mental health professional with 
excellent clinical skills for a full-time benefited position. Provide outpatient 
psychotherapy primarily to adults on a short-term, long-term and/or intermittent 
basis. Primary program assignments will be providing clinical services to clients 
enrolled in our Adult Stabilization Crisis Program. LADC licensure is a plus. 
Strong assessment skills and a willingness to collaborate with a larger AOP team 

Eldercare Clinician: Excellent opportunity for a passionate individual with MSW 
seeking to provide psychotherapy to clients for a wide range of mental health 
and substance abuse issues. Provide outreach services to homebound elders. 
Plan individualized treatment and consult with social service organizations, 
private therapists, physicians and other health care providers to coordinate 
treatment services. This position offers excellent supervision, flexibility and the 
opportunity to grow your clinical skills through training! 


DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES 

Service Coordinator: To develop, implement and monitor supports for persons 
with developmental disabilities and their families. This position also develops 
and provides overall coordination for our community integration services. 
Excellent supervisory, organizational, interpersonal and communication skills 
required. Basic schedule is 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Friday, but must 
be flexible to respond to emergency situations and some after-hours calls. BA 
in a human services field, good driving record and clean background checks 
necessary. Full time with generous benefit package. 

YOUTH & FAMILY 

Outreach Clinician: Join our dynamic team of clinicians and work in homes, 
communities and schools with children, adolescents and families with emotional 
and behavioral challenges and developmental disorders. We're seeking creative 
thinkers for this rewarding position. Master's degree in a human services field, 
plus two to four years of relevant counseling experience. This is a full-time, 
benefit-eligible position. 

School-Based Clinician: Provide in-school, direct counseling, behavioral and 
emotional support to children and adolescents in crisis, with severe emotional 
and behavioral disturbances. Master's degree in a human services field required, 
license preferred, plus two to four years of relevant counseling experience. Full- 
time and part-time positions available. 

Student Assistance Professional: Interact with students, faculty and parents 
in local a local high school to raise awareness of substance abuse issues 
utilizing prevention and counseling techniques to achieve this goal. Screening 
and some assessment and early intervention; referrals to appropriate care. 
Licensed substance abuse clinician or certification as an addictions counselor 
or apprentice master's degree in counseling, social work or related field. This 
position is five days per week during the school year. 

Youth Employment Case Manager: Seeking individual dedicated to making 
a difference in the lives of local youth. Join our JOBS team — Jump On Board 
for Success! In this role you will provide employment support services for young 
adults between the ages of 16 to 26 labeled severely emotionally disabled. 

Ideal candidate will be able to collaborate with resources inside and outside 
of the agency, assist with job development, long-term follow-up and provide 
specialized rehab services. Bachelor's degree and two to four years relevant 
experience required. 


i more about available positions, please visit csac-vt.org or contact Rachael at 388-0302, ext. 415. 
Submit resume and cover letter to apply@csac-vt.org. CSAC is a tobacco-free campus. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

Building Cleaning Services Manager 

Seeking a responsible person who is self-motivated to be our Building Cleaning Services 
Manager. This job is directly responsible for all cleaning needs throughout the agency’s 60 
sites. Besides working with BCS staff, this person oversees contracted cleaning, temporary 
workers, cleaning performed by program staff, and cleaning performed by clients. Must 
have strong and diverse supervisory skills and have the ability to communicate clearly 
orally, electronically and in writing. The demands of this job require flexibility in work 
hours and the ability to handle multiple tasks. A strong background in commercial and 
residential cleaning, and knowledge of both routine and complex cleaning is absolutely 
necessary. Job ID 3013 


MENTAL HEALTH AND 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES 

Are you concerned about the opioid epidemic that 
is ravaging our state? Want to work in a fast-paced 
environment with a multidisciplinary team of enthusiastic 
and caring professionals? 

The Chittenden Clinic at Howard Center offers opportunities for employment 
and development across many disciplines, including immediate openings 
for laboratory technicians, security, social work, and leadership. 
Opportunities for growth/advancement. On our Careers website, enter search 
term “Chittenden Clinic.” 


CHILD, YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES 

Autism Interventionist 

Join Howard Center to work full-lime with children ages 2-21 years with autism spectrum 
disorders. Provide intensive behavioral intervention services in public schools, homes and 
community settings. Training and ongoing supervision provided. Excellent professional 
development opportunity. Transportation required. Bachelor’s degree and some experience 
with children and/or special needs necessary. Job ID 1376 

Clinician, School Services 

Four positions available! All positions are school-based mental health positions that are 
cohires between Howard Center and the school district served. Clinicians provide various 
mental health, consultation and case management services while utilizing a school social 
work model. 

* Part-time with K-5 students in Burlington: 24-hour/week at the 
Sustainability Academy (16 hours) and Champlain Elementary School 
(8 hours) in Burlington. Job ID 2948 



HOWARD 

CENTER 

Help is here. 


Full-time with grades 9-12 in Milton: 40 hours/week at Milton High 
School. Job ID 2949 

Full-time at Founder’s Elementary School in Essex, grades 3-5. 

Job ID 2983 

Part-time at Albert D. Lawton Middle School in Essex Junction serving 
students in grades 6-8 (32 hours). Job ID 3008 


Counselor, Family, IFBS 

Do you enjoy working with families and providing in-home family work? Intensive 
Family-Based Services (IFBS) is looking for a regular full-time family counselor to provide 
short term (13 weeks) intensive in home treatment to families (five hours a week). The goal 
of IFBS is to prevent out-of-home placement due to mental health crisis, abuse, neglect 
or emotional disturbance. Experience required: working with families and children, crisis 
intervention, clinical assessments, team collaboration, strong written and communication 
skills. Knowledge of trauma-informed care and the impact of substance use/abuse on 
families is highly desirable. Some evening work is required, and use of a personal vehicle is 
a must. Job ID 2995 

Crisis Stabilization, Clinician, FCBS 

Interested in family work? Howard Center is seeking an energetic, self-directed, part-time 
(22.5 hours/week) clinician to join our team. Provide short-term, in-home family work to 
children and families experiencing crisis. This includes assessment, crisis stabilization, case 
management and timely documentation. This position is fast-paced and involves some 
evening hours and use of a personal vehicle. The ideal candidate will be skilled in providing 
astute clinical assessment and be knowledgeable about community resources. Master’s 
degree and 2-3 years of experience in children’s mental health required. Significant 
exposure to trauma-informed care and exciting professional development opportunities are 
waiting for the right candidate. Job ID 3007 


DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES 

Intensive Community Support Worker, Floater, Adult and 
Family Floater 

Intensive Community Support Workers provide community-based specialized one-to- 
one support and opportunities to multiple clients who possess a range of intellectual 
disabilities. Patience, relationship-building skills, and boundary-setting are necessary skills 
for this position, as some individuals you will work with have challenging behaviors. Other 
individuals may require assistance with personal care. Candidates must possess good 
judgment, independent decision-making and crisis-management skills. At least three years 
of experience in human services, or a combination of education and experience from which 
comparable knowledge and skill has been acquired. Knowledge and skills in deescalation 
techniques strongly desired. Candidates must have a vehicle and driver’s license. The 
schedule is 40 hours per week. This is an excellent opportunity for those interested in the 
medical field, psychology or social work. Job ID 3009 


For more information, please visit howardcentercareers.org. 

Howard Center offers an excellent benefits package including health, dental, and life insurance, as well as 
generous paid time off for all regular positions scheduled 20-plus-hours-per-week. 

Applicants needing assistance or an accommodation in completing the online application should feel free to contact 
Human Resources at 488-6950 or hrhelpdesk@howordcenter.org. 
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Our mission is to help children thrive by 
empowering families to break cycles of poverty, 
addiction and abuse. Lund offers hope and 
opportunity to families through education, 
treatment, family support and adoption. Lund 
hope -opportunity 'Family 0 ff ers competitive payand paid training, 
extensive time off accrual, and 11 paid holidays per year as well as a full 
benefit package including health, dental, life and disability insurance and 
retirement for full-time employees. EEO/AA 

PRESCHOOLTEACHER 

FULL- AND PART-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE. Lund's five-star accredited early 
childhood education program provides children with an environment that creates a love 
of learning, fosters creativity and promotes positive social/emotional development in a 
play-based center practicing emergent curriculum. Join an incredible team that believes 
in laughter, the importance of fun, community-oriented activities and non-stop learning. 
Responsibilities include: love, nurture and respect every child as a unique individual, 
develop a positive relationship with parents and communicate with them on a daily 
basis; contribute ideas to weekly curriculum and monthly staff meetings; and provide 
a safe, clean and positive classroom environment. Lund's Preschool is a collaborative 
and supportive team of educators and daily planning time is available. The right 
candidate will be passionate, inspired and committed to working with a dedicated group 
of professionals. Among many things, Lund values imagination, curiosity, exploration 
and discovery. Bachelor's degree in early childhood education (or related field) and 
experience working with children and families required. 

LEAD COUNSELOR 

Full-time position working primarily 9am- 5pm Monday through Friday, with one early 
evening shift weekly. Lead Counselor will provide parenting and life skill education and 
support as well as emotional assistance to pregnant and/or parenting women and their 
children in a transitional housing program. The Lead Counselor serves as primary 
weekly daytime representative for the program and acts as liaison for multiple other 
partner agencies interacting with the program and clients. Excellent opportunity to 
participate in a team approach to support young families and coordination of services 
and resources. Bachelor's degree in human services related field or five years relevant 
experience required. Ability to work both with a team and independently, knowledge 
of community resources to support young families, and flexibility are a must. Solid 
attention to detail, ability to multi-task, and strong written and verbal communication 
skills required. 

RESIDENTIAL COUNSELOR 

Evening, Weekend, and Awake Overnight Shifts: FULL- AND PART-TIME POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. Counselors provide crucial parent education and life skill support to 
pregnant and parenting women and their children in a residential treatment setting. Shifts 
include evening, awake overnight and weekend hours. Ideal fa those with alternative 
schedules and night owls! Minimum of Bachela's degree in human services related field 
and experience providing care to young children; ability to multi-task, wak in fast-paced 
environment flexibility and adaptability needed. Looking fa a candidate who is a quick 
problem-solver and able to work independently during non-traditicnal hours. Experience 
waking in residential treatment setting prefared. Valid driva's license required. Shift 
diffaential offaed. Great opportunity to wak with a strcng team cf professionals in a fun 
and fast-paced environment. Ongang training opportunities available. Starting $14-$1 6 
pa hour plus shift diffaential for certain hours Sub positions also available. 

To apply, please submit cova letta and resume to: 

Human Resources, PO Box 4009 Burlington, VT 054064009 
fax 864-1619 email employment@lundvt.org 





CCS is a growing, not for profit human service organization with 
a strong emphasis on employee and consumer satisfaction. 

Community Inclusion 
Facilitators 


We are currently offering several benefitted part time positions 
supporting folks in the community and at their workplace. This 
is an excellent job for applicants entering human services as 
well as those looking to continue their work with people. 

We would love to have you here during this exciting 
time of growth! 

If you are interested in joining our supportive team and making 
an impact on the lives of others, send your letter of interest and 
resume to Karen Ciechanowicz, staff@ccs-vt.org. 
Champlain Community Services 
512 Troy Avenue 
Colchester, VT 05446. 



HVAC Technician 


CVPH otters a competitive salary package that Includes health and 
wellness benefits, paid time off, continuing education incentives, 
employee discounts and more! 


Requirements 

• High School diploma 

refrigeration trades 
. NYS drivers license 

• 3-5 years experience in required 
trade is PrcfssB^..-, 

• EPA cerfific^^^Ssf^^nt 

handling z 


Responsibilities 

• Dally maintenance on all assigned 
equipment 

■ Maintain pneumatics, electronic 
and electric controls 

• Be on call as scheduled 

controls and related equipment 

• Maintain equipment logs 


Apply at UVMHealth.org/CVPHCareers 
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Women's Small Business Program (WSBP) Director 

Help empower women with information and resources to make informed 
derisions about business ownership. The WSBP Director is a dynamic, 
passionate and organized leader responsible for coordination of all aspects of 
the business program delivery including outreach and enrollment, recruitment, 
reporting, instruction and program evaluation. Hie position is 32 hours/week and 
includes some evening and weekend hours. 

Administration and Hospitality Manager 

Administrative support for the Executive Director, Board of Directors, 
Development and Communications Director and Program Staff. The Manager 
sets the tone of radical hospitality for all who engage the organization. The 
ideal candidate ’ ' " 1 


SMaftSS Career 
iii Opportunities 


Join Champlain Housing Trust's 
Property Management team 
in Burlington and serve the 
affordable housing needs 
of a diverse group of people. 



Maintenance Technician 


?lf-motivated, work inde 
linded and committed 


endently and as p 
a a membership, 
ly affordable hou. 



COUNSELOR 

Full-Time Temporary 
Johnson State College seeks a temporary counselor (37 hours 
a week for 15 weeks) starting January 18, 2016 to provide 
short-term personal and social counseling services to 
students, including emergency crisis intervention services. 
Qualified candidates will possess a master s degree in 
counseling or a related field, with an appropriate license or 
certification or licensable within six months. 


To apply visitjsc.edu/jobs and click 
View Current Job Openings. 


-ing 
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SENIOR ART DIRECTOR 
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follow us for the newest: 

twitter.com/SevenDaysJobs 
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Per-diem Occupational Therapist 





PLEASE APPLY ONLINE AT: www.rrmccareers.org 



Rutland Regional Medical Center 

. An Affiliate of Rutland Regional Health Services 



SENIOR COPYWRITER 

KSV isn't an agency, it's a culture. We live it we believe in it we work hard 
to protect it, and right now we need good people to become a part of it 
We're looking for a great copywriter who's also a great team player. 
Someone who wants to be part of shaping something bigger than 
him- or herself. Someone who'd rather help create the next big thing 



thinking with flawless execution 
Genuine digital experience 
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PSYCHIATRIC SOCIAL WORKER 

Department of Mental Health - 
Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital 
Psychiatric social work at a professional level involving 
the provisions of social work services as part of a clinical 
treatment team at the DMH treatment facilities. Provide 
services to a client population which includes those who 
are unable to function in the community because of 
severe symptoms of mental illness and/or other handicaps. 
Significant collaboration with staff of other disciplines is 
involved in the formulation and implementation of a total 
treatment plan for clients, both in treatment facilities 
and after release. Master's degree in social work or a 
closely related field required. LICSW preferred. For more 
information, contact Becky Moore at rebecca.moore@vermont. 
gov. Reference Job ID# 618303. Location: Berlin. Status: 

Full time. Application deadline: January 4, 2016. 

DMH ACTIVITY THERAPIST 

Department of Mental Health - 
Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital 
Join our team of professionals as a DMH Activity Therapist 
providing group activities and individual support to adults 
with serious mental illness. Facilitate groups to promote 
wellness and recovery, as well as skills for self-regulation, 
and work with a multidisciplinary team to set goals and 
assess progress. Must either be an RN or possess a bachelor's 
or master's degree in psychology, counseling or a related 
field. This is a full-time position, Thursday through Monday, 
10 a.m. -6:30 p.m. For more information, contact Mark 
Holderbach at mark.holderbach@vermont.gov. Reference Job 
ID #618065. Location: Berlin. Status: Full time. Application 
deadline: January 4, 2016. 


To apply, you must use the online job application at careers.vermont.gov. 
For questions related to your application, please contact the Department 
of Human Resources, Recruitment Services, at 855-828-6700 (voice) 
or 800-253-01 91 (TTY/Relay Service). The State of Vermont is an equal 
opportunity employer and offers an excellent total compensation package. 
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Seven Days supported these 
local organizations and 
initiatives through event 
sponsorship and subsidized 
advertising in 2015. 

We encourage our readers and 
advertisers to give generously 
to local causes that keep 
Vermont healthy, connected 
and entertained. 

Short on cash? Volunteering 
your time and talents also 
counts. Already giving? 
Spread the love and recruit a 
friend to match your generosity. 


aCATemy Awards 
"American Modems' exhibit at 
Shelburne Museum 

BCA: City Hall Park Concert Series, Festival 
of Fools, Holiday Artist Market, "Of Land 
and Local” exhibit, Summer Artist Market, 
Taking Pictures” exhibit 
BOOM VT Drum Festival and 
Disability Identity Project 
Burlington Book Festival 
Burlington Discover Jazz Festival 
Burlington Wine & Food Festival 
Champlain Mini Maker Faire 
Ciderstock 
Do Good Festival 
Eat by Northeast 
FlynnSpace 

Green Mountain Comedy Festival 
Green Mountain Film Festival 
Hack VT 
Halloween Howl 
The Kids Are Alright 
Kingdom County Productions 
Magic Hat: Mardi Gras, HeavyFest, 

Night of the Living Dead, 

Oktoberfeast, Wall to Canvas 


Over the Edge for the Flynn 
Penquin Plunge for Special Olympics Vermont 
Run for Empowerment 
Shelburne Farms Harvest Festival 
South End Art Hop 
Stowe Car Classic 
Stowe Wine & Food Classic 
Toast to Club Toast 
Vermont Brewers Festival 
Vermont Business Expo 
Vermont International Film Festival 
Vermont Shakespeare Company 
Vermont's Funniest Comedian Contest 
Vermont Metro Gallery 
Vermont Nursery and Landscape Association 
Flower Show 

Warren Miller Entertainment's Chasing Shadows 
Yoga on Church Street 


SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 



On Mountain Road, the Hen of the 
Wood team opened super-cool new beer 
bar Doc Ponds in August. It joined the 
Bench — opened in late 2014 by the folks 
behind Waterbury’s Reservoir Restaurant 
& Tap Room — in serving inspired gastro- 
pub fare and a river of local craft suds. 

This summer, Michael and Laura 
Kloeti of Michael's on the Hill took 
over flailing Crop Bistro & Brewery. 
In November, they renamed the place 
Idletyme Brewing, bulled up the menu 
and empowered brewmaster Will Gilson 
to get even more creative in the brewery. 

Meanwhile, Sauce Italian Specialties 
opened in June, offering long-simmered 
Sunday Gravy; fluffy, fist-size meatballs; 
and eggplant rollatini for takeout or sit- 
down service, as well as imported Italian 
meats, cheeses, antipasti 

Then, two wine bars 
materialized nearby. 

Stowe Wine & Cheese 
began offering glasses 
and snacks at Swirl 
Wine Bar in July, while 
Waterbury’s Cork Wine 
Bar & Market opened 
its natural wine-focused 
Stowe location this fall. 

Both offer light snacks, 

gorgeous cheese boards and dozens of 

And there’s more to come. The 
new year will bring Stowe Bowl, a new 
“boutique bowling lounge" with gour- 
met snacks, craft beer and cocktails. 
Elsewhere in town, the owners of the 
Trapp Family Lodge (whose brewery, 
von Trapp Brewing, doubled its produc- 
tion capacity this year) plan to open a 
Bavarian-style beer hall before fell foliage 


BRAND-NEW TINY 
COFFEE ROASTERY. 


sure the way I want to be in the restau- 
rant business is the most viable way to be 
in the restaurant business.” By “the way I 
want to be,” she meant using exclusively 
local, ethically sourced products in her 
cuisine. Ouch. 

Silver Lining 


It was a disappointment when Bluebird 
Coffee Stop closed in the South End. 
But yay! — Scout & Co. took over the 
place in October. It brought Owen 
Hoppe's gooey, chorizo-studded 
breakfast tacos, superlative coffee from 
Brio Coffeeworks and baked goods by 
Josh Lemieux of Williston Coffee Shop. 

Bonus points to Scout 
owners Andrew Burke 
and Tom Green for open- 
ing two fantastic new 
cafes in one year. And 
for sharing the second of 
those spaces, at the top 
of the Winooski traffic 
circle, with Vivid Coffee 
roaster Ian Bailey, who 
toasts some of the shop’s 
beans on-site. 

Which brings me to... 

Best Beverage Trend 

Micro-batch coffee 


Troubling Trend 


The ugly underbelly of all this shiny 
greatness is that w 


Vermont’s locavore pioneers quit the 
business in 2015. 

Former Seven Days senior food writer 
Alice Levitt wrote about the phenom- 
enon at length in September, just after 
Burlington's Bluebird Tavern closed, 
but more restaurants continued to fold 
through the end of the year. In November, 
Seven Days food contributor Suzanne 
Podhaizer closed her Montpelier tasting- 
menu spot, Salt — though she continues 
to host occasional meals, including 
one scheduled for New Year’s Eve. 
Podhaizer's reasons were many and com- 
plex, but in short, she told Levitt; “I’m not 


It seems like every time I turn around, 
I notice another brand-new tiny coffee 
roastery. In the fall of 2014, Magdalena 
Van Dusen started roasting single- 
source beans at Brio Coffeeworks on 
Burlington’s Pine Street, and this year 
those fruit)', nutty, terro/r-specific 
beans started turning up everywhere. 
It’s the best. 

In addition to those, Scott Kemer (of 
Three Penny Taproom, Mad Taco and 
Mule Bar) and Ross Evans launched 
Carrier Roasting last spring. And the 
guy s behind brand-new Upper Pass Beer 
in Tunbridge toast their own beans as 
First Branch Coffee, while the folks at 
Bohemian Bakery in East Calais roast as 
Bohemian Coffee Roasters. And I’m sure 
there are others I haven’t discovered yet! 

What’s more: Cold brew has been 
a thing for a while, but you could only 
get it at a few places in Vermont — until 
now. In 2015, Death Before Decaf joined 
Northern Bayou Cold Brew in selling 
its bottled brew at retailers around 
Chittenden County. And many local 
restaurants started making cold brew 
in-house, using the fantastic fresh beans 
noted above. 


PAULINE'S CAFE & RESTAURANT 
www.paulinescafe.com 



Celebrate 
New Year's Eve 

Special Dinner Menu 

Created by Chef David Hoene 
Thursday, December 31 /4:30-9:30pm 


New Year's Brunch 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
January 1-3, 2016 • 10 :30am -2 pm 



RESERVATIONS: (802) 862-1081 / 1834 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, VT 


NOW SERVING 
WEEKEND BRUNCH 

DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK! 

Sunday - Wednesday 5 pm - 9 pm 
Thursday - Saturday 5 pm - 10 pm 

WEEKEND BRUNCH 

Saturday + Sunday 10 am - 2 pm 

WEEKLY SPECIALS 

SUNDAY NIGHT + MONDAY 
$1 Naragansett + Bud Light Cans 
TUESDAY - Vegetarian + Vegan 
THURSDAY - RAMEN NIGHT! 
FRIDAY - 'FRIED - day' 

WE CATER TOO! 



258 N. Winooski Ave., Old North End, Burlington 
802.495.0716 butchandbabes.com 





Fare Thee Well «p.4s 

Biggest Bummer 

Death of a restaurateur 

While 2015 was a good year for dining 
overall, it wasn’t without setbacks. 
In July, Vergennes Restaurant Group 
chef-owner Michel Mahe dropped 
dead of a heart attack, leaving his many 
restaurants without a clear path forward. 
The chef’s staff — many of whom had 
been with him for years — picked up the 
pieces with surprising grace. Still, the 
loss continues to echo, leaving regrets 
for what could have been: Mahe planned 
to continue opening new restaurants at 
a breakneck pace, and we all would have 
been better (fed) for it. 

Natural Boon 
Tree fruits 

Any Vermont fruit grower will tell you: 
2015 was a historic year for tree fruits. 
The summer was wet and warm, with 
weeks of sun between showers, and the 
trees responded with plump, crisp apples, 
pears, peaches, cherries and plums 
in remarkable abundance. Vermont's 
growing flock of cider makers spent 
the fall busily gathering the bounty for 
their ferments — from feral trees along 
back roads and the increasing number 
of orchards growing heirloom and 
“rediscovered” fruit statewide. Which 
means 2016 is already shaping up to be 
a great year for drinking, as those ciders 
start hitting the market next fall. 

Weirdness 

A Cuisine, Burlington 

In September, Asiana Noodle Shop 
owners Sandy and Grace Kong started 
loading sushi and Taiwanese specialties 
onto a conveyor belt in the Burlington 
Town Center mall. Patrons grab dishes 
that look appealing and eat them. I still 
can't quite wrap my head around it. 

Fastest Flop 
Green Mountain Diner 

Green Mountain Diner opened in 
Bradford on August 21. The idea was 
nice — family-friendly breakfast food 
made with local products and served 
at affordable prices. These are laudable 
goals in a working-class town. But the 
restaurant was located in the former 
Bradford House of Pizza space, where 
beloved owner Christian “Clue” 
Cameron had committed suicide in 
January 2014. The place had been empty 



ever since. Townies were reluctant to 
enter, and those who did reported poor 
service and cold, sub-par food and coflee. 
On October 13, owner-cook Ed Morrison 
announced on Facebook that the diner 
was closed owing to "plumbing issues.” 
It hasn't reopened. 

Pop-up Pleasures 

Secret feasts and adventure 
dinners 

On Labor Day weekend, Hotel Vermont 
chef Doug Paine teamed up with 
Stonecutter Spirits, Shacksbury Cider, 
Vermont Creamery and the Basin Harbor 
Club to offer a special, one-night-only 
adventure meal. Patrons met at a location 
that wasn’t named until the day of. Their 
hosts handed them cocktails made with 
Stonecutter's phenomenal barrel-aged 
gin (easily the year’s best new Vermont- 
made spirit); then they all boarded a 
boat ride to a remote, candlelit cove on 
Lake Champlain. There, Paine treated 
everyone to a sunset picnic of oysters on 
the half shell and grilled delights. 

In a similarly celebratory vein: This 
fall, Colchester’s Groennfell Meadery 
launched a series of "feasts,” hosted at its 
owners’ property in Swanton. Massive 
consumption of slow-roasted meat 
beside bonfires ensued. 

We May Never Write 
About This Again 
Bove’s Cafe 

One of Chittenden County’s biggest 
ongoing food stories of 2015 began with 
the news that, after 75 years of serving 
pasta on Pearl Street, the Bove family 
was exiting the restaurant business. 

First, word came — in early September 
— that Bove’s old-school Italian joint 
would close on December 23. A month 
later, this paper published a news feature 
on owner Dick Bove’s role in Bemie 
Sanders' rise to political prominence. A 
month after that, we reported on local 
architect Louis Mannie Lionni's hopes to 
lift the restaurant building off its founda- 
tion and move it to a museum location. 

In December, Bove’s announced that 
it would construct a plant in Milton 
to produce its line of sauces. Just last 
week, I interviewed Martha Snyder, 
who waited tables at Bove’s for almost 
40 years. 

She’ll miss the place, and so will its 
patrons — the Queen City has lost yet an- 
other restaurant where cocktails are $4 
and pasta plates are cheap and heaping. 
And that's all I have to say about that. ® 

Contact: hannah@sevendaysvt.com 



food+drink 





Give the Gift of All-Clad j 

Reg. $155 Reg. $225 | 

All-Clad T All-Clad 1 

10” Fry Pan w/Lid I 3Qt Saute Pan w/Lid 

s 99.99 

f plus many other 
great seasonal offers on 
All-Clad products! . _ A 

72 Church Street 1 
Burlington • 863-4226 

3AM-9PM • FRI-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN I0AM-6PM_ 
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3 , 2 , 1 ... 


The First Night tradition was born in Boston in 1976 as a 
substance-free New Year’s Eve celebration focused on the 
arts. Both Burlington and St. Johnsbury carry the torch, 
swinging into the Year of the Monkey with amusements 
ranging from music, dance and movies to comedy, 

magic and circus arts — with some dazzling 
pyrotechnics for good measure, 
y St. Johnsbury residents can take 

..F y-, i their pick from what event president 

''lAj Jay Sprout estimates to be 56 unique 
u\ ? Wt — 7/Suf shows by more than 200 artists in 
T ^ venues, but music is the main 
attraction. Folk, rock, bluegrass, 
Broadway, country and classical players 
add to the lineup welcoming event first- 
timers such as the Atlantic Effect and Nisht 
Geferlach Klezmer Band alongside returning players 
Bob Amos & Catamount Crossing. For the more visually 
inclined, Phoenix Bazaar put on an incendiary outdoor 
fire show while the Catamount Arts Center 
shows Ma and Pa Kettle films and Three , — ' — y 

Stooges shorts. Out late? A pancake 
supper fuels nighttime revelers. 

The Queen City keeps pace, 
transforming into a living, breathing 
showcase of local talent. Kid-friendly 
festivities include performing-arts 
classes, music, crafts, high-flying 
antics courtesy of Circus Smirkus and 
a cartoon fest at Merrill's Roxy Cinemas. Grown-ups 
can get down to live tunes all afternoon and evening 
at venues across Burlington. With such an extensive 
roster, you may wish you could be in two places at once, 
but we think rising stars Madaila and Kat Wright & the 
Indomitable Soul Band are must-sees at the Flynn Center 
for the Performing Arts. Marking the first moments of the 
New Year with a bang is a midnight fireworks display on 
Church Street. Let’s do this, 2016! 


‘MW" 


FIRST NIGHT BURLINGTON & ST. JOHNSBURY 


tional $5 tld 
sday, Decerr 






NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE 


' KATHERINE PATERSON 

Wednesday, January 6, 7-8:30 1 


A Pirate’s Life 

Ahoy, matey! Landlubbers dive into danger 
■ on the high seas in a National Theatre Live 
broadcast screening of Treasure Island. When 
in innkeeper's granddaughter named Jim, played 
by Patsy Ferran in a gender-role-reversing twist 
>n the tale, meets a sinister sailor bearing a 
i chest of secrets, a perilous adventure ensues. 
Costarring Arthur Darvill as Long John Silver, 
Bryony Lavery’s adaptation of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s swashbuckling story “keeps alive 
. the wit and excitement of the book," according 
to the Guardian. Stevenson’s salty seafarers 
invade the big screen at Woodstock Town 
Hall Theatre. Mini marauders, beware: This 
production is best suited for ages 10 and up. 


JAN.6 TALKS 


Laugh Riot 


Words to Live By 

In a 2011 interview with Reading Rockets, 
acclaimed author Katherine Paterson 
encouraged parents to experience literature 
with their little ones. Citing the Harry Potter 
phenomenon as a shining example, the Vermont- 
based writer argued that reading aloud as a 
family can sow a lifelong love of words, and 
she should know. A mother of four and a 
Newbery Medal winner for her 
children’s novels Bridge to Terabithia and 
Jacob Have I Loved, she has introduced 
many a youngster to the world of books. 
Paterson lays out the importance of literacy 
in the Vermont Humanities Council’s First 
Wednesdays lecture “Reading for the Life 
of the World." 


With a standup comedy career spanning more than two decades, Jim Breuer 
still serves up fresh helpings of humor. After cutting his teeth on the New York 
City club circuit, Breuer’s ship came in in a major way: He scored a 
spot on “Saturday Night Live,” followed by his role alongside Dave 
Chappelle in the iconic 1998 stoner flick Half Baked. These days, the 
die-hard New York Mets fan hosts a podcast covering everything 
from his favorite baseball team to his longtime marriage (but mostly 
baseball). Audience members laugh until they cry when the “Goat 
Boy” gagster dishes out his uncanny impressions and home-life 
humor as part of his Marriage Warrior tour. 


g 
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calendar 


POSTNATAL REHAB: Babies are welcome at a class 

Burlington. 10:30-11:30 a.m. S15. Info, 829-0211. 
PRENATAL BALLET BARRE: Expectant mothers 
io, Burlington, 5:30-6:30 p.m. $15. 


PRENATAL YOGA CLASS: Moms-to-be prepare 

Method Studio. Burlington, 12:15-1:15 p.m. $15. 

Info. 829-0211. 

RECOVERY COMMUNITY YOGA: A stretching 
Center. Burlington, 10:30-11:30 a!m. Free. Info. 

SHAKE YOUR SOUL INTO THE NEW YEAR: YOGA 

p.m. $10. Info, 448-4262. 

VINYASA FLOW YOGA: Breathe in. breathe out! 

Info. 540-0186. 

holidays 

CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: Families celebrate the 

and kids 2 and under. Info. 457-2355. 

HOLIDAY WEEK EVENTS: Indoor and outdoor 

434-6804. 

WILD LIGHTS FESTIVAL: Revelers bask in the glow 

864-1848. 

KIDS' DUNGEONS & DRAGONS NIGHT: 

KIDS' OPEN GYM: Physical fitness is disguised 

MACHINE MADNESS: Gear-savvy families engineer 


:e. Norwich. 11 a.m. & 12:30 & 2 
and kids under 2. Info. 649-2200. 

‘SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE': A 

& 12:45 & 2:45 p.m, $3-5 plus regular admis- 
sion, $10.50-13.50; free for kids 2 and under. Info. 
864-1848. 

STORY TIME & PLAYGROUP: Engrossing plots 


TODDLER TIME: Puzzles, puppets, art supplies 
Johnsbury Athenaeum, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. 

TRAVELING STORYTELLERS: ‘The Gingerbread 


ing. Fletcher Free Library. Burlington. 6:30-8:30 


TRIBES': Silly was born deaf toa family that hears 



sports 

WOMEN'S PICKUP BASKETBALL: Drive to the 

theater 

MARY POPPINS': A drab family gets a visit from a 

White River Junction. 7:30 p.m. $15-65. Info. 
296-7000. 


MAJOR JACKSON: The University of Vermont pro- 
of poetry. Roll Deep. College Hall Chapel. Vermont 


Wellness Collective. Burlington. 5:30-7 p.m. $10. 


PRENATAL YOGA CLASS: 


Burlington, 8-8:40 p.m. $5-15 First Night button; 
BURLINGTON TAIKO: Japanese-style drummers 

Burlington, 7-8 p.m. $5-15 First Night button plus 
$5 ticket. Info, 863-6005. 

CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: See WED.30. 

CIRCUS SMIRKUS: The stage becomes a big 

MainStage, Burlington. 11:30 

icket. Info. 863-6005. 

FIRST NIGHT 
BURLINGTON: Folks 

2015 with circus arts, 

See firstnightburling- 

-midnighL $5-15 
c First Night button; free for kids 

FIRST NIGHT ST. JOHNSBURY: Dozens of per- 

748-2600. 

FRANCESCA BLANCHARD: The chanteuse of 

Burlington, 7 p.m. $5-15 First Night button; free 


GREGORY DOUGLASS BAND: From Stevie Wonder 

p.m. $5-15 First Night button; 


THU. 31 


health & fitness 

COMMUNITY MINDFULNESS: Twenty minutes of 
Winooski Senior Center, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 

FITNESS BOOT CAMP: : 


FORZA: THE SAMURAI SWORD WORKOUT: 

North End Studio A, Burlington. 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
$10. Info, 578-9243. 


NEW YEAR'S EVE EXTRAVAGANZA: Blues guitar- 

229-0492. 

NYE AT HOTEL VERMONT: Fueled by hors 

NYE FESTIVITIES: PARTIES. FIREWORKS & MORE: 

Year's Eve bash. Bolton Valley Resort. 8:30 p.m.-l 

POP-UP! NEW QUEERS EVE DANCE PARTY: Sets by 


A ROCKIN' NEW YEAR'S EVE: Partygoers groove to 

Town Hall Theater. Middlebury. 8 p.m.-l a.m. $15; 
cash bar. Info, 382-9222. 

ROUND CHURCH NEW YEAR'S EVE CONCERT: A 


HOLIDAY WEEK EVENTS: See WED.30. 2 p.m.-l 

KAT WRIGHT & THE INOOMITABLE SOUL BAND: 

10 p.m. $5-15 First Night button plus $5 ticket. 
Info, 863-6005. 

MONTPELIER'S NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION: 

Family and friends kick off 2016 with a 5K run. a 


NEW YEAR'S EVE BALL: F 

NEW YEAR'S EVE CELEBRATION: Foodies fill up on 


VERMONT YOUTH ORCHESTRA NEW YEAR'S EVE 

A VERY SPECIAL NEW YEAR'S EVE WITH LEE 
FIELDS & THE EXPRESSIONS: Revelers ring in 

WILD LIGHTS FESTIVAL: See WED.30. 

HARDWICK STORY TIME: Kids up to age 6 sit tight 
Library. Hardwick, 10-11 ajn. Free. Info. 472-5948. 

Library. Colchester. 4-5 p.m. Free. Info. 264-5660. 

MACHINE MADNESS: See WED.30. 

PLAINFIELD PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Tykes ages 

Memorial Library, Plainfield, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. 
Info. 454-8504. 

SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE': 

See WED.30. 


MANDARIN CHINESE CLASS: Language lovers 

Church, South Burlington. 7-8:30 pan. Free. Info, 


music 

SHINDIG WITH KEN ODELL & THE BLUE ROOSTER 


seminars 

MINDFULNESS: KEY TO A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 
WITH KHENMO DROLMA: Those looking for peace 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT 


FRI.l 


dance 

OPEN-LEVEL IMPROVISATION: Structured 



film 

'LIVING IN THE AGE OF AIRPLANES': See WED.30. 



games 

health & fitness 

COMMUNITY HATHA YOGA: Students move at 


FABULOUS FRIDAYS YOGA PARTY WITH JOHN 
MCCONNELL: Music accompanies an upbeat. 


RECOVERY COMMUNITY YOGA: See WED.30. 



CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM 
HOLIDAY WEEK EVENTS: l 
WILD LIGHTS FESTIVAL: S 





MACHINE MADNESS: See WED.30. 

'SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE': 


SLEIGH RIDES: See WED.30. 


sports 

FIRSTRUN 5K: Athletes of all ages start 2016 off 






theater 

MARY POPPINS': See WED.30. 2 & 7:30 p.m. 


words 



SAT.2 


dance 

BURLINGTON WESTIE FIRST SATURDAY DANCE: 





INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY MEETING PLACE: 



WEEKENDS AT THE FARM: History comes alive 



music fairs & festivals 

GREEN MOUNTAIN MAHLER FESTIVAL: A full or- FARMERS MARKET BRUNCH: Local Riffraff provide 





JOIN US ON 


Open' 7 days a week' 
authentic mexican cuisine 


CANTIN 


WEDNESDAYS 


MARGARITAS! 



HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


calendar 


CALL NOW! 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
AGAINST DENGUE FEVER. 


6 month study 
Healthy adults ages 18-50 
1 screening visit, 

1 vaccination day, 

13 outpatient appointments, 
and several follow up 
phone calls 


Possible inpatient period 
in first 3 weeks of study 
Compensation: 
$1535-52435 


VACCINE TESTING CENTER | 



Outdoor Gear Exchange 

Apres Holiday Sale! 

20% Off “ 


of Gear* 


Winter Boots | Traction Devices | Gloves | Hats 
Snowshoes | Ice Climbing Boots | Darn Tough Socks 

/K 

MSR 



starling at $199 
Limited inventory, get them while they last. 

■u exclusions may apply 



CLOSEOUTS! 
<♦ 


Black Diamond 

Quadrant 
AT Boot 
Regularly $669.00 


Clothing from — - 

Columbia, Burton*. 

& Outdoor Research I I J 

'casual clothing only I L* J 

BURion 

37 Church Street Burlington (888) 547 4327 »JS“ 


* 249.97 ^ 



holidays 

CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: See WED. 30. 

WILD UGHTS FESTIVAL: See WED.30. 

SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE': 


(Y WRITING GROUP: Cl 


seminars 


WOMEN'S PICKUP SOCCER: 0 


M0N.4 


>A MONDAYS: Dancers learn the technique 


)F AIRPLANES’: S 


health & fitness 

BIRTHING FROM WITHIN: PAIN-COPING 
PRACTICE: Self-awareness and strong com 


RECOVERY COMMUNITY YOOA: Si 


(A MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE’. 




TUE.5 


TUESDAY VOLUNTEER NIGHTS: H 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SE 



film 


KNIGHTS OF THE MYSTIC MOVIE CLUB: Cinema 



'LIVING IN THE AGE OF AIRPLANES': See WED.30. 


health & fitness 

BRANDON FITNESS BOOT CAMP: Hop to It! Folks 



KICKBOXING CLASS: Music propels this high- 



MINDFULNESS CLASS: See WED.30. 12:15-1 p.m. 
PRENATAL YOGA CLASS: See WED.30. 4:30-5:30 




‘SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE': 

language 


‘LA CAUSERIE' FRENCH CONVERSATION: Native 



VILLAGE HARMONY ALUMNI ENSEMBLE: See 


words 

CREATIVE NONFICTION WORKSHOP: Readers give 



WED. 6 

community 


GETTING STUFF DONE WORK PARTY: See 




talks 

GLORIA ESTELA GONZALEZ ZENTENO: Avid read- 



KATHERINE PATERSON: As part of the First 




6 month study 
Healthy adults ages 18-50 
1 screening visit, 

1 vaccination day, 

13 outpatient appointments, 
and several follow up 
phone calls 


Possible inpatient period 
in first 3 weeks of study 
Compensation: 
$1535-52435 


FLYNN 


Wednesday, January 20 
at 7:30 pm, MainStage 

Sponiois Amy E. Tarrant 


AlUUilifiSSIIilF/ flynncenter.org SG-flynn 


24 Main Street, Downtown Winooski, 655-4888 • tinythairestaurant.net 
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RESOLUTION 
TO REALITY 


JOIN IN JANUARY AND TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF: 

• No joining fee 

• Free fitness assessment 

• Two well-equipped facilities 

• 70+ group exercise classes 

• On-site member child care 

• Two indoor pools 

•A welcoming community 

www.gbymca.org 



| Keeping Vermonters smiling. 

| Northeast Delta Dental is pleased to offer a dental plan to 
individuals and families through Vermont Health Connect. 
The enrollment/renewal period for calendar year 2016 is 
| November 1, 2015 through January 31, 2016. 


VERMONT 

HEALTH 

CONNECT 

Find the plan that's right for you. 


VermontHealthConnect.gov 

1 - 855 - 899-9600 




FRI.8 


comedy 

JIM BREUER: See THU.7. Grizzly’s at the Base 



community 

FEAST TOGETHER OR FEAST TO GO: See TUE.5. 


dance 

ECSTATIC DANCE VERMONT: See FRI.l. 
OPEN-LEVEL IMPROVISATION: See FRL1. 

film 

’LIVING IN THE AGE OF AIRPLANES’: SeeWED.30. 

games 

health & fitness 

COMMUNITY HATHA YOGA: See FRI.l. 

RECOVERY COMMUNITY YOGA: See WED.30. 


kids 





LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SE 


Library. 11-11:30 a.m. Free, info, 434-3036. 

‘SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE': 

See WED.30. 

music 

NORTHERN BRONZE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE: 

SLOW JAM: Instrumentalists convene to learn 


theater 

'A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM': Tie Frederick 

words 

FRIDAY MORNING WORKSHOP: Lit lovers analyze 


SAT.9 


comedy 

JIM BREUER: See THU.7, Paramount Theatre. 
Rutland, 8 p.m. $39.75. Info. 775-0903. 

community 

MONTPELIER MEMORY CAFE: People experienc- 

Center. 10-11:30 ajn. Free. Info. 223-2518. 


TWELFTH NIGHT CELEBRATION: A chapel envi- 

10 at 4:30 p.m. Chapel of Saint Michael the 
6:30 p.m. Donations. Info, 863-9161. 

VERMONT FANCY FELINES CAT SHOW: Animal 


WEEKENDS AT THE FARM: See SAT.2. 

film 

‘LIVING IN THE AGE OF AIRPLANES': See WED.30. 
WARREN MILLER'S ‘CHASING SHADOWS': See 

Mountain Resort 7 p.m. $12. Info. 760-4634. 


BURLINGTON WINTER FARMERS MARKET: A 


CHOCOLATE TASTING: See SAT.2. 


NORTHERN VERMONT SCRABBLE CLUB: 


PRENATAL YOGA CLASS: 


R.I.P.P.E.D.: See SAT.2. 


SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE': 

See WED.30. 

STORY TIME SATURDAY: READING AND EATING 
'STONE SOUP 1 : Bookworms take in the children's 

YOGA TOTS: YogaFit Instructor Jessica Frost 

preregister. Info. 868-3970. 




NORTHERN BRONZE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE: See 

SWING NOIRE: An intimate show performed in 

seminars 

VCAM’S DIGITAL EDITING CERTIFICATION: Adobe 

WINTER RIDING WORKSHOP: Those who wish to 


sports 

LADIES NORDIC SKI EXPO: Cross-country skiers 

theater 

A MIOSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM': See FRI.8. 
NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: Benedict Cumberbatch 


CAPITAL CITY WINTER FARMERS MARKET: Root 


SUN.10 » P.56 


Happy Challah Days! 



Look for our first issue of 2016 on January 13! 

HIRING? Advertise your job openings with us throughout 
the holidays and into 2016 by contacting Michelle Brown at 

michelle@sevendaysvt.com or sevendaysvt.com/postmyjob. 




calendar 


LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAY' 


SUN.IO 


bazaars 

MONTPELIER ANTIQUES MARKET: The past 



community 

COMMUNITY MINDFULNESS WITH THE CENTER 
FOR MINDFUL LEARNING: See SUN.3. 


MEMORIAL TREE LIGHTING & REMEMBRANCE 
CEREMONY: Folks honor the memory of Vermont 



OK ABC PRACTICE: See SUN.3. 


VERMONT FANCY FELINES CAT SHOW: See SAT. 9. 
WEEKENDS AT THE FARM: See SAT.2. 

film 

LIVING IN THE AGE OF AIRPLANES': See WED.30. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE TASTING: See SAT.2. 

health & fitness 


EA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE': 


language 

DIMANCHES FRENCH CONVERSATION: See SUN.3. 



sports 

WOMEN'S PICKUP SOCCER: See SUN.3. 


MON. 11 


dance 

DANCING FREEDOM: Si 
SALSA MONDAYS: See 


DF AIRPLANES’: S 


3F AIRPLANES': S 


12; preregister. Info. 223-8000, ext. 202. 

A MOSAIC OF FLAVOR: UGANDAN GWENO & 
COWPEA STEW: Shll la Adyero demonstrates 


health & fitness 

BRANDON FITNESS BOOT C t 


KICKBOXING CLASS 
MINDFULNESS CLA! 
PRENATAL YOGA CL 


EA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE’: 


BIRTHING FROM WITHIN: PHYSIOLOGY OF 


MONTPELIER MUSIC & MOVEMENT: En 


TUE.12 


EA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE’: 


FE FRENCH CONVERSATION: Si 


IG ARTISTS RECITAL: Err 


community 

FEAST TOGETHER OR FEAST TO GO: 
TUESDAY VOLUNTEER NIGHTS: See 


seminars 

MEDICARE & YOU: AN INTRODUCTION TC 
MEDICARE: Members of the Central Verm 


dance 

BEGINNER WEST COAST SWING 
DANCING: See TUE.5. 
INTERMEDIATE & ADVANCED Wi 


WED. 13 




EA MONSTERS: i 


l PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE’: 


STORY TIME & PLAYGROUP: See WED.30. 
TODDLER TIME: See WED.30. 


language 

BEGINNER ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASS: See 



sports 

WOMEN’S PICKUP BASKETBALL: See WED.30. 


talks 

TILL-HOLGER BORCHERT: Art lovers listen up 



theater 

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: Murder and mayhem 



WEDNESDAY CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP: 




Who is speaking 
up for Vermont 
utility customers? 



Vermont’s utility regulatory system is badly broken and needs fixing. 

The Department of Public Service, which should be protecting 
ratepayers, works too closely with Vermont utilities at the expense 
of ratepayers-putting your hard-earned money in jeopardy. 


AARP knows that Vermont families can’t afford a murky and complex 
system where they don’t have a voice. That’s why we’re fighting for 
an independent public advocate that will speak up for Vermonters, 
putting ratepayers and small businesses first-not the state’s well- 
financed utilities. But we need your help. 


This holiday season, tell your local legislators to step up-enough 
is enough! Support the efforts underway to create an independent 
public advocate and make your voice heard. 

Real Possibilities in 

To learn more and take action, go to 

action.aarp.org/VT 

Vermont 

facebook.com/AARPVermont 


@AARPVT £ 

Paid for by MRP aarp.org/VT T 



classes 



CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE S 


LEARN TO DANCE W/ A 

Info; First Step Donee, S9S-6757, 

design/build 

BICYCLE MECHANICS 101: Learn 






Space, 208 Flynn Ave., Suite 
3- G. Burlington. Info: 999-42SS, 

TAIKO IN MONTPELIER!: Kids 

Thu., 4:30-5:20 p.m. starting 
Jan. 21, Mar. 10 & Apr. 28. 548; 
$91 for pair. 4 weeks. Montpelier 
taiko class. Thu.. 5:30-6:50 p.m. 

28. 572/4 weeks; 522/walk-ins. 

66?2 Rte. 12. Berlin. Info: 999- 


FREE UP YOUR SHOULDERS 
SERIES: Six weeks of gentle 


Bike Recycle Vermont 664 






drumming 

OJEMBE IN BURLINGTON AND 
MONTPELIER!: Learn drumming 

Wed., 5:30-6:20 p.m.. start- 
ing Jan. 20. $46/4 weeks; Mar. 

6); Apr. 27. $72/6 weeks. 515/ 

21. Mar. 10 & Apr. 28. S72/4 
weeks; 522/walk-ins. Six-person 


Thu., starting Jan. 14. 5:30-6:30 


Space, 208 Flynn Ave., Suite 3-G. 
6612 Rte. 12 Berlin. Info: 999- 

TAIKO DRUMMING IN 
BURLINGTON!: Study with 

Class. Tue., 5:30-6:20 p.m.. 

Mar. 8. S60/5 weeks: Apr. 26. 
$72/6 weeks. Accelerated Taiko 

Wed.. 6:30-8:30 p.m. starting 
Jan. 18, 5192/4 weeks; Mar. 7. 
$144/3 weeks; Mar. 28. 596/2 

Mon. & Wed.. 4:30-5:20 p.m.. 
starting Jan. 18. 580/child or 

Mar. 7, 560/chlld or $112/parent- 

25. 560/child or 5112/parent- 


Studio. 215 College St.. 3rd floor, 
735-3770 , info&vermontfelden- 


gardening 

MASTER GARDENER 2016 
COURSE OFFERED ONLINE: 







2-Apr. 26. 6:15-9 p.m. Cost: 5395/ 


$55. Noncredit co 


STONE WALL WORKSHOP: 

Jan.-Mar. Cost: SlOO/each I-day 


Soil & Stone, Charley MacMartin. 
318-2411. macmartin@igc.org, 

healing arts 

SACRED MOUNTAIN STUDIO 

CLASSES: We are a healing 

Mountain Studio, 215 College 
St, 3rd Floor, Burlington, Info: 


language 

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE WINTER 
WARM-UP!: Six-week French 

11. Cost: 5135 /course: $121.50/ 




ANNOUNCING SPANISH 


pilates 

EMPOWER PILATES: Gi 


week of Jan. 4; 10 weeks. Cost: 
5 225/10 classes of 90+ min. 

Center. Info: 585-1025. Spanish 

martial arts 

VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 


certified 6th Degree Black Belt 


rectly in a 30 way. Not a B05U 
or roller! Stability. Mobility 8, 

by Physical Therapist Mary 

90S Roosevelt Hwy.. Ste. 100. 
Colchester Info: 316-7249. 


SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI CHUAN: 

The Yang Snake Style is a 

body muscles. Practicing this 
strength, flexibility, vitality. 

Tai Chi Institute, 100 Church 




well-being 

THE HEART OF SOUND: Sound 


Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu National 

Vermont Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, 
55 Leroy Rd„ Wllliston. Info: 
660-4072, Julio@bjJusa.com. 


LEARN TO MEDITATE: Through 


Participants will learn vocal ton- 


sound; open areas of the body/ 
ogy and psychology; use music 


joyful and more. Meg Ruby is 
pianist certified yoga instruc- 
megruby.com Fri. Jan. 22. 7-9 

& Sun. Jan. 24. 9 a.m.-T p.m. 
Cost: $175/3 days; $50 dep. re- 

Bur/ington. 200 Main St, Suite 9, 
860-6203 jkristel61@hotmail. 


EVOLUTION YOGA: Evolution 



Cost- SIS/class: Sl30/10-class 
Kilbum St, Burlington. Info: 864- 

HONEST YOGA. THE ONLY 
DEDICATED HOT YOGA FLOW 
CENTER: Honest Yoga offers 




or $130/I0-class card: SI 2/ 
S100/10-class punch card. 

ISO Dorset St., Blue Mall, next to 
Info: 497-0136. honestyogastu 

HOT YOGA BURLINGTON: 

2-for-l offer. $15. Location: North 
End Studio B, 294 N, Winooski 
Ave., Burlington. Info: 999-9963. 

YOGA ROOTS: Yoga Roots 

or 2015 and welcome 2016 with 
Kathleen Fleming: Dec. 31. 4-5:15 
aged. Location: Yoga Roots. 120 

Info: 985-0090, yoga rootsvt. 


music 




Best of the Best 

The top music of 2015, according to local scenesters 

BY DAN BOLLES 


E ach December, Seven Days polls area musicians, club owners, talent buyers and others to find 
out which records rocked their ears over the preceding year. We ask for their favorite local and 
nonlocal albums. (See our own top 10 Vermont albums on page 65.) As a bonus, we also ask for 
predictions of what might come to pass in the New Year. Spoiler: The local scene is feelin’ the 
Bern. Here’s what they said: 


REUBEN JACKSON, HOST. 'FRIDAY NIGHT JAZZ,' 
VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO 

best local album: Audrey Bernstein, 
Alright, Okay, You Win 

BEST NONLOCAL ALBUM: Kamasi 

Washington, The Epic 
prediction for zoi6: That someone 
records The Better Angels of Our Nature, 
saxophonist Brian McCarthy’s wonderful 
suite of Civil War-era material. As James 
Brown would say, “Please, please, please.” 

KELLY RAVIN. WAYLON SPEED 

l Reverend Ben Donovan & the 
Congregation, Reverend Ben Donovan & 
the Congregation 
nl Futurebirds, Hotel Parties 
2016: Nikki Sixx turns Jehovah's Witness 
and shows up at my doorstep. 

'MR. CHARLIE' FRAZIER. WIZN. BLUES FOR 
BREAKFAST 

l Lucid, Dirt 

nl: James Harman, Bonetime 

2016: Blues finds a home in the Burlington 

market somewhere! 

SARAH STICKLE, ARTS MANAGER. RADIO BEAN, 
FIRST NIGHT BURLINGTON 

l- Madaila, The Dance 
nl- Drew Holcomb and the 
Neighbors, Medicine 
2016: Jer Coons will have an early midlife 
crisis, begin wearing acid-washed jeans, 
produce and play on several hair-metal 
albums, and stand in front of Nectar's 
every night but Mondays asking people, 
“Where did the good go, man?!’’ 

JUSTIN BOLAND. WOMBATICUS REX, 

SEVEN DAYS CONTRIBUTOR 

l Kelly Ravin, County Tracks 
nl: Vince Staples, Summertime ’06 
2016: Signal Kitchen transitions from 
venue to boutique hedge fund. 


nl: Sufjan Stevens, Carrie & Lowell 
2016: Donald Trump loses the election, 
gets severely depressed, gains tons of 
weight and releases an album under his 
hip-hop alias, MC Donald Plump. 

ALEX CROTHERS. CO-OWNER. HIGHER GROUND 

l Madaila, The Dance (though Maryse 
Smith is a tight runner-up) 
nl Wilco, Star Wars (though Courtney 
Barnett got just as many spins for me) 
2016: Donald Trump ditches politics for a 
career in hip-hop management. 


l Pistol Fist, Wrist Soup 

nl: King Gizzard & the Lizard Wizard, 

Quarters! 

2016: The Burlington Record Plant will be 
hugely successful and need to run night 
and day to keep up with demand! 


l- Madaila, The Dance 
nl Dr. Dog, Live at a Flamingo Hotel 
2016: Disco Phantom will somehow 
deejay 646 shows in 365 days. Also, the 
sixth annual Waking Windows festival is 
gonna be dope. 

JASON COOLEY. BLUE BUTTON 

l Rough Francis, MSP2 7-inch (I’m a 45 
guy lately.) 

nl- Pile, You're Better Than This; Floating 
Points, Elaenia 

2016: One day I walk into City Market 
and don’t hear Urian Hackney yell, “Hey, 
Coolayyy!” 


l Urian Hackney, The Box 
nl: Kendrick Lamar, To Pimp a Butterfly 
2016: Bernie Sanders will drop a surprise 
LP with Killer Mike called Run the !%. It 


will sell considerably 
more copies than his 
folk record, securing 
the presidency. Killer 
Mike will earn a cabinet position for all 
his support and will amend the White 
House's smoking policy to allow blunts 
to be smoked in designated “fuckboy- 

BRIAN NAGLE. DJ DISCO PHANTOM. 

WAKING WINDOWS 

L: Maryse Smith, The Way It Is 
nl: Hot Chip, Why Make Sense?; 
Damaged Bug, Cold Hot Plumbs 
2016: Bernie Sanders and Killer Mike 
will drop the hottest mixtape of 2016 
with features from Lil B and Bun B. 

ALI FOGEL MANAGER, THE MONKEY HOUSE. 
WAKING WINDOWS 

L: Maryse Smith, The Way It Is 
nl: Unknown Mortal 
Orchestra, Multi-Love 
2016: Off of Disco Phantom’s 
prediction: Killer Mike and 
Bernie debut their hit single at 
the Monkey! 

SEAN HOOD, EASTERN MOUNTAIN 
TIME 

L: Maryse Smith, The Way It Is 
nl Sam Outlaw, Angeleno 
2016: 1 predict that Brian Nagle 
(aka DJ Disco Phantom, aka 
DJDP), while attempting to break 
his personal record for longest DJ 
set, will accidentally play a Kanye West 
song. 

MILTON BUSKER. MILTON BUSKER 

L: Francesca Blanchard, deux visions 
nl Chvrches, Every Open Eye 
2016: Three words: Kat Wright 
explodes! 





Is Madaila? Is Not 
Madaila. 

The controversy has been raging 
for ... at least a week or two: Are the 
medallions, the disco-funk band that 
claims to have time traveled to Vermont 
from the 1970s and is headlining the 
Rusty Nail in Stowe on New Year’s 
Eve, really just local dance-pop band 
madaila? But with more hair, toothpicks 
and enhanced bulges? 

In an official statement regarding the 
issue, Madaila have vehemently denied 
the claim, despite the striking physical 
similarities between the two quintets 
and the bands’ names, and the fact that 
time travel violates all known laws of 
physics. 

"We categorically deny that Madaila 
is connected to the Medallions,” the 
band wrote. “We do admit that the 
five members of the Medallions look a 
whole, whole lot like our five members 

— like a lot, lot. The resemblance is 
so striking that we can’t blame our 
friends and fans for assuming that 
the Medallions are an alter-ego band 
we thought of, like, a few weeks ago, 
and created to have an awesome time 
playing party music from all eras at 
events that call for epic, universally 
loved covers; events such as weddings, 
private parties or a New Year’s show 
at the Rusty Nail in Stowe with smooth 
antics in a few weeks.” 

While that statement satisfied most 
suspicions, not everyone was convinced. 
Namely, unemployed rock journalist 

— and lester bangs' red-haired second 
cousin — Chester bangs. Chester, who 
is best known for his definitive 2012 


interview with Aussie cock-rockers 
led lo/co — and is definitely not Seven 
Days music editor dan bolles — recently 
caught up with the Medallions’ vincent 
nanners for the inside story. 

CHESTER BANGS: A lot of people 
have been saying that you guys 
are really just Madaila in snazzier 
outfits. However, Madaila have flatly 
refuted the rumor. For the record, 
can you confirm or deny that claim? 
VINCENT NANNERS: At first we 
were disturbed by people’s claims that 
we hadn't time traveled from the ’70s. 
Everyone said that we were really a 
present-day band, Madaila, that had 
created an alter-ego act to play new 
kinds of music in new kinds of outfits 
and create existential confusion around 
themselves (having finally settled on a 
name after 14 or 15 tries). It’s frustrating 
to be misunderstood. 

But since we found out how hand- 
some and charming all five members of 
Madaila are, we’ve started feeling OK 
about the confusion. Chester, this band 
is astoundingly delightful on all fronts; 
delightful to a degree that seemed 
impossible until we stumbled upon our 
current Madaila hypothesis — that John 
F. Kennedy and Marilyn Monroe had 
quadruplets, and then one more son, 
all of whom got in the wrong elevator 
at some point in early childhood and 
ended up in loving families in 1990s 
Vermont. Like us, they could have time 



traveled in an elevator. Wherever they 
came from, they have impeccable taste. 
While preferring people to believe 
our narrative, we are honored to be 
inaccurately associated with Madaila. 
CB: What has surprised you the most 
about the year 2015? Cars? Music? 
Food? Yoga pants? The general 
aversion to body hair? 

VN: The strangest part about the 
transition has been seeing all of the 
people in 2015 looking at what we 
call Small Glowing Pants Rectangles. 
Nobody seems to be talking or jiving or 
getting groovy like they did back in the 
’70s. There’s not nearly enough body 
hair for our tastes, both in terms of 
quality and quantity. The butts are just 
as good, though! In Bulge Land, it’s a bit 
of a trade-off. Less downtown bulge- 
age, but all of that is made up for at the 
gym. The fondue here is not as good. 

CB: What sort of time machine are 
you guys driving? 

VN: We arrived in the present in an 
elevator. Can't remember the exact 
model — think it was an Otis, possibly 
with gearless traction? Anyway, we 
got in this elevator at our show at the 
Philadelphia Spectrum arena in 1977 
and, when the doors opened, it was 
2015. It was a shock. The arena didn’t 
exist anymore. We were expecting to 
see our helicopters on the Spectrum's 


For up-to-the-minute news abut the 
local music scene, follow (“DanBolles 
on Twitter or read the Live Culture blog: 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 




Vaud & the Villans 


THU 999 The Buzz welcomes 

1.21 Banners 


Monsta' Party (fea- 
SAT turing Brook Jordan 
1-23 & Zdenek Gubb of 

Twiddle) 

Elephant, Brickdrop 


SAT Make Veterans Count 

1.23 with Jamie Lee Thuiston 


JUST ANNOUNCED - 

201 Tram tone Shorty & Orleans Avenue 
303 The Wood Brothers 

















Spruce Peak 

Performing 
Arts Center 



BEETHOVEN’S 

NINTH 

SVMPHONY 

Presented by 
Green Mountain 
Mahler Festival 
Saturday, January 2, 7:30PM 


I CHAD HOLLISTER 

I BAND 

9 Saturday, January 16, 730PM 

1 NOBBV REED 
I PROJECT 

|| Saturday, January 23, 730PM 


COMEDIAN 
ETTA MAV 

Thursday, January 28, 730PM 


ROMEO 
AND JULIET 

By the State Ballet of Russia 
Saturday, January 30, 7PM 


122 Hourglass Dr., Stowe 
760-4634 

SprucePeabArts.org 
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LLU MULVANEY-STANAK, DJ LLU, WBTV-LP & 

L: The Leatherbound Books, Tender My 

nl: Andra Day, Cheers to the Fall 
2016: The internet — aka angry DJs and 
music producers — will revolt against 
SoundCloud (finally) and they will buckle 
under the pressure, abandoning their 
looming ad inserts and backing off their 
fascist copyright drones. 

BEN MADDOX, THE MOUNTAIN SAYS NO 

L: Black Rabbit, Red Flannel Hash 
nl: Wilco, Star Wars 
2016: Grateful Dead cover bands will 
finally gain traction in Vermont and be 
able to get gigs and stuff. 

ALEX BUDNEY, TALENT BUYER. NECTAR'S 

u Francesca Blanchard, deux visions 
nl- Vulfpeck, Thrill of the Arts 
2016: Memorial Auditorium will get the 
revamp that every music lover wishes for, 
and we’ll see a whole new slew of music 
acts that previously couldn’t fit in any 
room in Burlington. 

OJ CRAIG MITCHELL 

L: Harder They Come, The Freak EP 
NL: Tuxedo, Tuxedo 
2016: That Janet Jackson doesn't cancel 
her February date in Boston, and that I 
can fulfill my dream of seeing U2. 

URIAN HACKNEY. ROUGH FRANCIS 

u Heavy Plains, Heavy Plains 
nl: Ghostface Killah, Sour Soul 
2016: A new Rough Francis album. 

BRADEN LALANCETTE, SOUIMLEY AND THE 
WOOLENS 

u Tar Iguana, Tympanum 
nl: Dustbowl Revival, With a 
Lampshade On 

2016: Kevin Bloom (Bloom Machine 
Photography, Kevin Bloom and the Static 
Circus, Radio Bean) is gonna be doing 
something crazy for the Burlington music 


THE WAY IT IS 



community. What that is, maybe only his 
cat Felix knows! 

MARK DALY. MADAILA 

u Kelly Ravin, County Tracks 
NL: Kendrick Lamar, To Pimp a Butterfly 
2016: Father John Misty will play at my 
wedding. 

ERIC GEORGE, SONGWRITER. HONKY TONK 
TUESDAY HOST 

u Francesca Blanchard, deux visions 
nl: The Deslondes, The Deslondes 
2016: The Light Club Lamp Shop has 
grown so fond in the heart of Burlington, 
we’ll soon be wed. 

TIM LEWIS, TIM'S TRIANGLE TRIBUNE. WBKM 

L: Black Rabbit, Red Flannel Hash-, The 
Mountain Says No, JV 
nl: Iron Maiden, The Book of Souls 
2016: With Maryse Smith moving on 
to Philadelphia and Kat Wright & the 
Indomitable Soul Band playing more 
and more out-of-town shows, Miriam 
Bernardo will release a stunning album 
and grab the title of queen of the 
Queen City. 


BRIAN MITAL, TALENT BUYER. NECTAR'S 

L: Madaila, The Dance 

nl: Leon Bridges, Coming Home 

2016: All of my predictions would make me 

sound more bitter than I usually am, but I 

think and hope vinyl sales will continue to 

grow exponentially. 

ERIC OLSEN, SWALE, BLUE BUTTON. JAMES 
KOCHALKA SUPERSTAR 

L: Michael Chorney & Hollar General, 
Shameless Light — man, I wish I had my 
vinyl copy. (Hint hint, Chorney.) 
nl: Kendrick Lamar, To Pimp a Butterfly — 
man, I wish I had the vinyl for this. (Hint 
hint, family.) 

2016 : 1 predict that all my vinyl wishes will 


ERIC MAIER, MADAILA, FUTURE FIELDS 

u And the Kids, Turn to Each Other 
nl: Kendrick Lamar, To Pimp a Butterfly 
2016: Human beings will decide that 



artistic expression is best valued in a non- 
transactional setting and will passionately 
choose to supplement marketplace 
musical expenses with other forms of 
support. 

KNAYTE LANDER. OWNER, BUCH SPIELER 
RECORDS. STATE & MAIN RECORDS 

L: Anxiety Doktor, Demo 201S 
nl: Downtown Boys, Full Communism 
2016: Vermont will become the “cabin- 
writing” getaway for a wide range of many 
excellent artists. I’m crossing my fingers 
that Springsteen at least drives through 
for some reason. Or flies over. Or flies near 
Vermont. 

CAROLINE O’CONNOR, VEDORA. STEADY BETTY 

L: Michael Chorney & Hollar General, 
Shameless Light 

nl: Kurt Vile, b’lieve i'm goin down 
2016: More Vermont bands will start 
incorporating backup dancers during 
their shows. 

TAYLOR SMITH. CRICKET BLUE 

L: And the Kids, Turn to Each Other 
nl: Hamilton: Original Broadway Cast 
Recording (Go on. Fight me on this.) 

2016: Chris Dorman wins the Grammy 
he so soundly deserves. Caroline Rose 
and Abbie Morin team up for a badass 
collection of country-rock duets. 

Eric George’s machine surrounds 
environmentally irresponsible 
corporations and forces them to 
surrender. The DuPont Brothers create 
the Oscar-winning soundtrack for a 
smart, melancholy indie film. Francesca 
Blanchard becomes huge in Europe. 
Robert Resnik, Mark Sustic and Pete 
Sutherland join forces to become 
Suthstnik, the wisest, kindest folk trio in 
history. 

WILLOUGHBY MORSE. MADAILA. LITTLE SLUGGER 

L: Maryse Smith, The Way It Is 
nl: Kendrick Lamar, To Pimp a Butterfly 
2016: Frank Ocean will still not release 
new music.® 




Watch something LOCAL this week, 


GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


s@und bites 


roof but instead saw a vacant lot in 
Philly. We are currently raising money 
to build a new time machine. We're not 
picky about the type. We just want to 
get back to the ’70s for fondue reasons, 
toothpick reasons and some other 

CB: Do you have plans to stick 
around for a while? Or will you be 
time travelin’ on after the Rusty Nail 
show? If so, where? 

VN: Our goal is to get back to the 70s as 
soon as possible. It was nice there. We 
were famous. People looked after us — 
cleaned up messes, disposed of our used 
toothpicks, brought us new toothpicks, 
picked up toothpicks that had fallen on 
the floor and handed them back to us 
because we weren’t done. 

CB: Last question: What's the key to a 
good fondue party? 

VN: Like anything, a good fondue party 
is only as good as the cheese. And the 
birds. Gotta have the birds. Having a 
quality pot that maintains a consistent 
temperature is key. Otherwise, the 
oils are likely to separate out from the 
cheese(s) and cause all sorts of mess on 
your gold chains and/or chest hair and/ 
or box of toothpicks. A classy variation 
is to use the Swiss cheese Raclette and 
add boiled potatoes into the fold. An 
even classier variation is to have a small 
team of expert chefs making sure all of 
the culinary tasks are taken care of, so 
you can focus on the most important 
part of “fondue party" — the party. Back 
in the 70s we had that. 


What Are You Doing 
New Year’s Eve? 

Thanks, Chester. Dynamite stuff, as 
always. 

Moving on, the Medallions aren’t the 
only big show on the docket for New 
Year’s Eve. The local scene is positively 
bursting with fun stuff to ring in 2016. 

Local sons of death, rough francis, 
headline a NYE bash at the Monkey 
House in Winooski. That’s cool news on 
its own. But the real story is the return 
of local fourth-wave ska punks husbands 
aka, who open the show following a 
years-long absence. Welcome back. 

Speaking of ska, gang of thieves' 2015 
EP Mantra had a bit of a skankin’ vibe 
amid the band’s typical funk-fueled 
bombast. They'll be getting horny (and 
funky) at Nectar’s. However, if reggae is 
more your speed, head upstairs to Club 
Metronome, where the mi yard crew 
celebrates nine years of irie grooves. 

At the Skinny Pancake in Burlington, 
local soul man josh panda and dj 
steal wool present A New Year’s Eve 
Thriller. No, it’s not a mystery dinner 
theater — though that would be pretty 
cool. Rather, it’s Panda deploying his 
phenomenal pipes to cover michael 
jackson tunes. 

Over at Higher Ground in South 
Burlington, local jam band twiddle have 
inherited the coveted three-night NYE 
Ballroom run. That’s great for the band 
and its legion of fans. Though I have 
to add that I'm a little miffed because 
I predicted waylon speed were next in 



line. Still, I’m calling my 2016 shot now: 
The Medallions will somehow still 
be stuck in the future (or the present, 

I guess) and will co-headline the 
Ballroom with Madaila this time next 

Last but not least, First Night 
Burlington has a particularly strong 
local lineup this year. Highlights include 

KAT WRIGHT & THE INDOMITABLE SOUL BAND, 
RAY VEGA & TALES FROM THE BOOGIE DOWN, 
GREGORY DOUGLASS BAND, the BLUEGRASS 
GOSPEL PROJECT, MYRA FLYNN, FRANCESCA 
BLANCHARD, PRYDEIN, RED HOT JUBA, the 
DUPONT BROTHERS, CRICKET BLUE, KAT WRIGHT 
& BRETT HUGHES, GRACIE AND RACHEL, the 
LEATHERBOUND BOOKS, OLD SKY, QUEEN CITY 

hot club, Audrey Bernstein and Madaila. 
(See? the Medallions can't possibly be 
Madaila.) Visit firstnightburlington.com 
for specific venues and show times. Oh, 
and happy New Year! 

(Disclosures: Rough Francis’ bobby 
hackney jr. is a Seven Days employee. 
Queen City Hot Club’s tyler bolles is 
the author’s brother.) © 






W.1230 KIZOMBA r DSANTOS VTiPi!i3* 
COUNTRY & ROCK NIGHT DJ PHTiopii, it* 


Th.1231 NYE TOAST OF THE TOWN 
wh DSANTOS VT & FATTIE B. M.21+ 
F.i.i MYRA FLYNN 4 PAUL BOFFA ppm. is* 

SALSA NIGHT 

wfh JAH RED 3PM 21 + 

DJS DAVE VILLA 
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S10 OFF your next 
Painting or Printmaking Class! 
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8 State St, Montpelier* paintedpearvt.com 


Say you saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 







WED. 30 

burlington 


CLUB METRONOME: Dead Set: 



THE DAILY PLANET: Thomas 



JUNIPER: Ray Vega and Son De 






THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(BURLINGTON): Josh Panda's 



chittenden county 

MONKEY HOUSE: Plastique 



barre/montpelier 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(MONTPELIER): Cajun Jam with 



stowe/smuggs area 

MOOGS PLACE: Dead Sessions 



middlebury area 



TWO BROTHERS TAVERN 
LOUNGE & STAGE: Trivia Night. 


northeast kingdom 

PARKER PIE CO.: Trivia Night 7 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic, 10 p.n 


THU. 31 


burlington 


ARTSRIOT: Lee Fields a the 



RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ 
Spags (house). 9 p.m.. NA. DJ 
Dave Villa (hip-hop). 10 p.m.NA. 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE 


(BURLINGTON): A New Year’s 




chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 
LOUNGE: Pop-Up! New Queers 


MONKEY HOUSE: Rough 



NORTH COUNTRY SALOON: New 



Band of Brothers 


Burlington indie-folk duo the dupont 
brothers are primed for a big 2016. Most notably, they'll be releasing a new 
album recorded with local composer and songwriter Michael Chorney. Given 
Chorney's ear for the ethereal, we can only imagine what he'll do with Sam 
and Zack DuPont's intricate guitar work, dovetailing 
harmonies and achingly beautiful melodies. 

While fans anxiously await that album, the 
DuPonts lack the year off in style with 
an intimate show at the Good 
Times Cafe in Hinesburg on 
Saturday, January 2. 


zzzxhaxr' 

waterbury 

THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT 

FRI.l 

Ri RA IRISH PUB & WHISKEY 

(hlp-hopl, 10 p.m. free. 

VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: 

barre/montpelier 

CHARLIE-O'S WORLD FAMOUS: 


burlington 


middlebury area 



POSITIVE PIE (MONTPELIER): 

Er9 u T^ YEB “ hwithDj 


ZEN LOUNGE: Myra Flynn & 

SWEET MELISSA'S: Eames 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN 

acoustic bluesl. 7 p.m.. free. 

55. Salsa Night with Jah Red 


LOUNGE & STAGE: Binger (jam). 

Motown ONEday (soul, funk). 

(Latin), 9 p.m., $5. 

10 p.m.. $10. 

9 p.m.. $3. 

RADIO BEANFriday Morning 

chittenden county 

stowe/smuggs area 

northeast kingdom 

Sing- Along with Linda Bassick 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Acoustic 

MOOGS PLACE: Dead Sessions 

JASPER'S TAVERN: Wound for 

free'osageOrange^rock) Va 0 

Karaoke with^Jenriy^ed 9pm 

p.m.. $10. 

S^mlNYE Party ,DJ . karaoke), 

P 'm~ frH Barblcoa (surf ), 10 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

(disco). 8 p.m.. $20. 

outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Jiggawaltz, Mister 

RED SQUARE: DJ Craig Mitchell 

RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: 0 Jay 

JERICHO CAFE & TAVERN: 

mad river valley/ 

F (rock). 10 p.m.. free. 

Baron (EDM). 9 pm. $5. 

Gneiss (rock). 7 pm., free. 


barre/montpelier 


BAGITOS BAGEL & BURRITO 



SWEET MELISSA'S: Honky Tank 



WHAMMY BAR: Nothing Quite 


stowe/smuggs area 


RIMROCK'S MOUNTAIN 



middlebury area 



outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: 



SAT.2 

burlington 


ARTSRIOT: ZOneness: A 



HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: 



VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: Joe 

edy),7 8.9:30 p.m.. $15/20/30. 

chittenden county 



HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 






REVIEW this 

Imperfect 10 


The best local recordings of 2015 

BY DAN BOLLES 


TOP 10 



W hy 10? Looking back on 
the voluminous number 
of Vermont recordings re- 
leased in 2015, in an effort 
to divine which were “the best,” that’s 
the nagging question: Why 10? Sure, 10 
is a round number. But it’s otherwise 
arbitrary. It’s also ffustratingly limiting, 
especially when you consider the, ahem, 
record output in the local scene over the 
last several years. But it’s not merely an 
issue of quantity that makes settling on a 
top 10 problematic. The quality of local 
music, across the board, is at an all-time 
high, too. To wit... 

You could make any number of 
legitimate 2015 top-10 lists choosing 
solely from the local rock scene. Indie 
darlings Villanelles made a triumphant 
return with a surprise EP, whetting 
our appetite for next year’s full-length. 
Argonaut&wasp set a sumiy new proto- 
col for electro-rock on their debut. Phil 
Yates & the Affiliates’ aim was true on 
their sophomore record. 

The Pilgrims shredded with punky 
nostalgia. Heavy Plains harked back to 
the heyday of grunge. Blahvocado ex- 
plored classic indie jangle. Sleeping In 
nodded off with narcoleptic shoegaze. 
Teenage sensations the Snaz ran away 
with our hearts. Mystery Points said 
hello and then goodbye. 

The Tsunamibots unleashed a double 
dose of human-crushing robotic surf. 
Gang of Thieves got homy. Tar Iguana 


[i 


got jammy. Vultures of Cult got gloomy. 
Doom Service got doomy. Apartment 3 
got drunk. And Vedora signed off with a 
gorgeously bittersweet farewell. 

Turning back the clock, proto-punk 
heroes Death offered something new 
on their first album of original material 
in 40 years. Eef kept the dream of the 
’90s alive with their first record in two 
decades. Drowningman’s Javin Leonard 
released a post-rock master thesis but, in 
a sign of the times, did so via YouTube. 

You could similarly make a convinc- 
ing best-of list composed solely of local 
folk, country and Americana. Old Sky 
delivered a cloudy EP of rootsy twang. 
Eastern Mountain Time showcased 
alt-country angst. The Leatherbound 
Books debut was tender and hope- 
ful. Hungrytown ventured west. Tod 
Pronto left Nashville for the country. 
The Woedoggies offered an unapolo- 
getic treatise on offbeat honky-tonk. 
Banjo Dan and the Mid-Nite Plowboys 
dug into the vault for a comprehensive 
career retrospective. 

From the trad scene, Pete’s Posse 
served up a multigenerational gem. Dale 
and Darcy went waltzing. And Jeremiah 
McLane unveiled a dreamy work. 

As always, singer-songwriters were 
well represented in 2015. Eric George 
distilled whiskey-soaked blues cut 
with classic country. Shannon Hawley 
turned poetic and whimsical. Abbie 
Morin found solace in the shadows. 


REVEREND BEN DONOVAN & THE CONGREGATION. 


Rick Weinstein took us to the wood- 
shed. Kristina Stykos went off the grid 
for her masterstroke. Pariah Beat’s Billy 
Sharff carried us home. Ryan Fauber and 
Django Koenig said goodbye. 

After a few lean years, 2015 was a boon 
to jazz fans. Vocalist Audrey Bernstein 
seduced on a winning full-length. Hot 
Box Honey came out swinging with 
worldly flair. Gypsy-jazz vet Will Patton 
contemplated time and found that it’s 
still very much on his side. The Sneakers 
Jazz Band reissued a timeless local clas- 
sic. Guagua guitarist Raphael Groten 
journeyed home along Will Ackerman’s 
imaginary road. 

Experimental music enjoyed a simi- 
lar renaissance in 2015, thanks to new 
local imprint Como Tapes and mysteri- 
ous releases from Amelia Devoid and 
Harvey Bigman. Across the lake, Our 
Holy Orgasmic Cosmic Rays completed 
the next phase of... whatever it is they’re 
planning. Brattleboro’s Azfarat made 
noise, and lots of it. Max Pearl contin- 
ued to confound. And scene stalwarts 
Lawrence Welks & Our Bear to Cross 
sent us one final postcard from the edge. 

Puzzlingly, after a benchmark 2014, 
2015 was a quiet year for releases in 
Vermont hip-hop. Producers such as 
Es-K and Loupo kept the beats flow- 
ing, though. And with the Lynguistic 
Civilians' new record slated to drop in 
January following production delays, 
look for hip-hop to rebound in 2016. 

Though the local electronic dance 
music scene boasts a wealth of talented 
DJs and producers, proper album 


releases are rare. That didn’t stop house 
duo Harder They Come from getting 
freaky on their debut EP. 

Old friends are faring well in new 
places. From Brooklyn, Alpenglow 
closed the Vermont chapter oftheir story. 

In San Francisco, Guthrie Galileo con- 
tinued his stargazing. King of Nowhere 
ruled in Northampton. Hana Zara 
explored the North from the Midwest. 
Caitlin Canty got reckless in Nashville. 
Rapper Colby Stiltz came down to Earth 
in Florida. Aleck Woogmaster mellowed 
out in Portland, Ore. 

Vermont's big names had big years. ") 
And the Kids split time between | 
Burlington and Northampton, causing > 
the cities to turn to each other to see who g 
gets custody. Anai's Mitchell treated fans h 
to a loving retrospective. Trey Anastasio z 
reinvented the wheels. With front man 
Ryan Miller in Vermont, Guster dis- 
covered the secret to perpetual motion. 

And the clock struck midnight on the ~ 
Nocturnals as Grace Potter went solo. S 

If you made a best-of-2015 list with 6 
any combination of 10 albums from 5 
the preceding paragraphs, you’d get no 01 
argument from this critic. You’d also 
probably agonize over the records you’re 
leaving out, much as I have in making my < 
own. Still, having too many good options * 
to choose from is a wonderful problem 5 
to have. So it is that I present the 10 
albums that stood out to my ears over 
the past 12 months. Call them the “best," 
if you want. But I prefer to think of them 
simply as brilliant examples of another 
exceptional year in Vermont music. © 


GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


-J BOLLES C/O SEVEN DA VS. 2E 
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CLUB DATES 


SKI & RIDE 

WITH THE POUT! 

OUR 25TH YEAR! KICKS OFF 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8TH AT 
JAY PEAK RESORT! 



GET 

HALF-PRICE 
LIFT TICKETS, 

THEN HANG FOR 
THE APRES SKI & 

RIDE PARTY WITH 
LOTS OF PRIZES! 

Gef all the inf# 

•n Ski & Ride with the P#int 
at p*intfm.c#m 


The:,. 

point 

■ Independent Rac 



Independent Radio 

made passible by 

UURTOnE 

GET THE POINT.. WITH LONG SETS OF WORLD CLASS ROCK EVERY HOUR! 


o r AVAILABLE. AA: ALl 



: EXPRESSIONS [SOUL] 


Express Yourself In an era when retro soul has become vogue, it’s 
tempting to call lee fields a throwback. He’s anything but. Fields has been crooning 
and howling since the late 1960s — long before the likes of Mayer Hawthorne, Ryan 
Shaw and other modern soul revivalists were even born. Fields is the genuine article, 
a vibrant vestige of the heyday of vintage soul and R&B. His 2014 album, Emma Jean, 
recorded with the Black Keys’ Dan Auerbach, captures that timeless sound and infuses 
classic bottom-heavy grooves with a hint of country swagger and rock grit, lee fields 
& the expressions play a New Year’s Eve bash at ArtsRiot on Thursday, December 31. 
Local DJ luis calderin opens. 
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middlebury area 




Chittenden county 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke/ 



barre/montpelier 

CHARLIE-O'S WORLD FAMOUS: 



(top 40), 9:30 p.m., free. 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Let It Be Leonard 


SUN. 3 


burlington 

FRANNY O’S: Kyle Stevens' 



MON. 4 

burlington 

HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: 

JUNIPER: Trivia Night 7 p.m.. 




MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: 


barre/montpelier 

CHARUE-O'S WORLD FAMOUS: 


northeast kingdom 


outside Vermont 


TUE.5 

burlington 


CLUB METRONOME: Dead Set 






Chittenden county 


ROOM: DJ Kerin it {top 40). 10 
VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: Life 


Ryan Fauber (folk). 


ET MELISSA'S: Wine 


ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Nobby 


Chittenden county 


WATERWORKS FOOD T DRINK: 


stowe/smuggs 

MOOGS PLACE: Jason Wed 


PIECASSO PIZZERIA & LOUNGE: 

Trivia Night 7 p.m.. free. 


middlebury area 


SWEET MELISSA'S: BYOV 
WHAMMY BAR: John Smyth 

stowe/smuygs 

MOOGS PLACE: Open Mic. 8 

middlebury area 


middlebury area 


outside Vermont 


WED. 6 

burlington 





HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Jock 




MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: 




THE SKINNY PANCAKE 
(BURLINGTON): Josh Panda's 


VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: 



ZEN LOUNGE: Kizomba with 




FRI.8 


burlington 

CLUB METRONOME: '90s Night 



HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: 
JUNIPER: Tim McKenzie and 




ISEVEHWSR 


CLUB DATES : 


NA: NOT AVAILABLE. AA: ALL AGES. 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): 



VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: Gilbert 



ZEN LOUNGE: Salsa Night with Jah Red 

Chittenden county 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Acoustic Happy Hour. 



JERICHO CAFE & TAVERN: Starline 
Rhythm Boys (rockabilly), 7 p.m„ free. 


WATERWORKS FO 


barre/montpelier 

CHARLIE-O'S WORLD FAMOUS: Abby 

ESPRESSO BUENO: Danielle Hallisey 



SWEET MELISSA'S: Honky Tonk Happy 
WHAMMY BAR: Miriam Bernardo & 


stowe/smuggs area 


RIMROCK'S MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 



middlebury area 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE 



outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Happy Hour 



SAT.9 

burlington 


CLUB METRONOME: Retronome With 



HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: DJs Val & 


JUNIPER: Eric George (Americana). 8 




The Voice You might know gilbert gottfrieo because of 
his distinctive — OK, grating — voice. He was the duck in those old 
Aflac commercials. He voiced Iago, the parrot in Disney’s Aladdin. He 
read from the erotic novel SO Shades of Grey in a video that became a 
YouTube sensation in 2012. But Gottfried is much more than a funny 
voice. He's an incredibly funny man. He’s been one of America's most 
original and, at times, controversial standup comedians since the 
1980s. Given his rakish wit and fearless aplomb, he’s a staple of the 
Friars Club roasts — google his riff on Donald Trump — and a true 
"comic’s comic.” On Friday and Saturday, January 8 and 9, Gottfried 
appears at the Vermont Comedy Club for a four-show run. 


barre/montpelier 

SWEET MELISSA'S: Kelly Ravin 


stowe/smuggs area 


northeast kingdom 


outside Vermont 


TUE.12 


burlington 

CLUB METRONOME: Dead Set (Grateful 



HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Wildlife 




MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic 


NECTAR'S: Vinyl Night with Disco 



THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): 


VERMONT COMEDY CLUB: Standup 


ZEN LOUNGE: Kizomba with Dsantos 
VT. 7 p.m., free. Zensday College Night. 

10 pjn H free/$5. 1B+. 


chittenden county 

MONKEY HOUSE: Comedy with Annie 





itpelier 

I. BURRITO CAFE: 


CHARLIE-O’S WORLD FAMOUS: Os 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE (MONTPELIER): 



WATERWORKS FC 


barre/montpelier 

CHARLIE-O'S WORLD FAMOUS: 


stowe/smuggs area 

MOOGS PLACE: Jason Wedlock (rock). 


stowe/smuggs area 

PIECASSO PIZZERIA & LOUNGE: Trivia 
Night 7 p.m.. free. 

middlebury area 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & 


middlebury area 


SUN. 10 


burlington 




MANHATTAN I 


middlebury area northeast kingdom 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE PARKER PIE CO.: Trivia Night 7 p.m.. 





WED. 13 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURLINGTON): 



burlington 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 10 p.m„ free. 






FEATURING: 

Kat Wright &• The Indomitable Soul Band 
Ray Vega (r Tales From The Boogie Down 
Madaila • The Gregory Douglass Band 
Myra Flynn • The Bluegrass Gospel Project 



Kids' Button $5* 

(Ages 3- 1 2) 

Ticketed Events - $5* 


THE 13TH ANNUAL 


V MOUNTAINTOP 
k FILM FESTIVAL 

11 SEVEN DAYS OF FILM FOR THOUGHT 

- JANUARY 15-21 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
FILMS in recognition of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 's birthday 



.. and many more! Check our website for listings and schedule: 

www.MountainTopFilmFestival.com 


IIGPICTUBE 


48 Carroll Road Waltsfield, Vermont 05673 
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Critical Match 

Visiting art professionals bring perspective to the local scene 


A s many Vermonters know, 
small is beautiful. Yet small 
can also be limiting — particu- 
larly for artists, whose career 
vitality often depends on reaching, 
and responding to, broader audiences. 
“How do we get people [to Vermont] to 
see the work that’s being made here?” 
asks Burlington City Arts curator DJ 
Hellerman in a recent conversation with 
Seven Days. 

When he arrived at BCA in 2012, 
Hellerman identified a need for oppor- 
tunities for artists to meet with external 
gallerists and arts professionals. And 
so BCA’s Visiting Critic Program was 
born. One of the curator’s early shows 
at the BCA Center, “Seat's Taken” in 
2013, included work on loan from the 
Progressive Art Collection. (Hellerman 
had previously worked for the Cleveland 
insurance company.) Having brought 
Progressive curator and former col- 
league H. Scott Westover to town for his 
BCA exhibit, Hellerman quickly recog- 
nized an opportunity to facilitate meet- 
ings between Westover and local artists. 

Hellerman refers to Westover’s 
studio visits as a “quiet pilot" of the now- 
formalized series. The program aims to 
host three out-of-state art professionals 
per year, each giving a free public lecture 
and visiting several artist studios. 

Artists who wish to participate are 
invited to submit work during an open 
call, and then both BCA and the visitor 
make their selections. Those who are 
chosen to meet with one critic are not 
eligible to meet with the one who visits 
immediately afterward, but they may 
otherwise apply as often as they like. 

Most of BCA’s funding is allocated 
for the support of artists — as opposed 
to gallery owners, writers and the like 
— so, Hellerman says, the organization 
strives to maximize efficiency when in- 
troducing local artists to visiting critics. 
Fostering these relationships on a lean 
budget generally means multitasking. 

Case in point: In summer 2014, BCA 
worked with Laura Blereau, director of 
New York’s bitforms gallery, to host a 
solo show at BCA for new-media artist 
Bjorn Schulke. Blereau then returned to 
Burlington as a visiting critic in August, 
shortly after Schiilke’s show ended. In 
January 2015, the Fleming Museum of 




HEASKED SOME REALLY 

GREAT QUESTIONS. 


Art published the catalog Staring Back: 
On Picasso's Demoiselles d'Avignon, 
which includes an essay by Blereau. 
Fleming director Janie Cohen con- 
firms that this relationship came about 
through the Visiting Critics Program. 
“BCA has always been an incubator,” 
suggests Hellerman. 


This year, the cycle of visits so far 
has included gallerist Harlan Levey 
and independent curator Ola Wlusek. 
Levey, the founder of Brussels-based 
Harlan Levey Projects and a University 
of Vermont alumnus, met in November 
with Vermont artists Steve Budington, 
R. Elliott Katz, Abbey Meaker and 
Sarah 0 Donnell, and Sumru Tekin. 

Wlusek recently relocated to the 
Toronto area after spending years as 
an independent curator in southern 
Ontario, including work at the Ottawa 
Art Gallery. Her background is in con- 
temporary art theory and anthropol- 
ogy. In Burlington last month, Wlusek 
met with Katie Loesel, Toni-Lee 
Sangastiano, Seb Sweatman and Mary 
Zompetti. 

Experiences with the visiting crit- 
ics may differ, but participating artists 
uniformly express gratitude for the op- 
portunity to see and be seen. 

“Vermont is a bit of an outpost in 
terms of the art world,” says Budington. 
He maintains his studio practice while 
teaching art at UVM, and met with 
two other BCA visiting critics before 
seeing Levey this year. Of the program, 
he says, “It's a good opportunity to 
meet with people that are doing this in 
different cities and have different per- 
spectives — it adds to the discourse of 
what’s happening here.” 

Katz, who recently installed two 
public art commissions in downtown 
Burlington, says his visit with Levey 
gave him two things: “positive feed- 
back and outside experience with mar- 
ketplaces." Additionally, Katz suggests 
that a non-local critic can more easily 
offer honest feedback. Levey, he says, 
readily critiqued aspects of the sculp- 
tor’s work that he thought were not 
working. 

Meaker and 0 Donnell met with 
Levey not about their individual work 
but about their ideas for a series of no- 
madic installations called “Overnight 
Projects.” The critic, they say, helped 
them work out a game plan. “He asked 
some really great questions," Meaker 
says. “He helped us look at the practi- 
cal aspects.” 

Sangastiano showed Wlusek a wide 
variety of her work, but says that “the 
most powerful part” of the visit was the 



ART SHOWS 




critic's response to Sangastiano's 
first and only installation piece, 
a relatively new work called 
“You See Me.” Made with pro- 
jected screenshots, lights and 
hanging sheets of acetate, the 
piece arose from Sangastiano’s 
experience as a survivor of 
prolonged stalking. “This is an 
important one," Sangastiano 
recalls Wlusek telling her. “You 
need to get it out into the world 
— people need to see this.” 

After Loesel met with 
Wlusek, she says, “I added 
more things to my to-do list, in 
a good way.” The Richmond art- 
ist’s most recent work is loosely 
inspired by rock formations and 
glaciers; one of Wlusek’s sug- 
gestions was to explore artistic 
opportunities with research 
institutions that have a gem col- 
lection or other geologic focus. 
The critic also gave Loesel a list 
of artists to check out. She says 
she came away from the meeting 
with “more momentum — like, 
Oh, I could try this and this and 
this." 

Next in the series will be Anais 
Castro, a Montreal critic and curator 
who has worked with the city’s Art 
Mur gallery since 2013. She'll arrive 
in April. ® 


Contact: rachel@sevendaysvt.com 


INFO 

Learn more about the Visiting Critic 
Program at burlingtoncityarts.org. 


CALL TO 
ARTISTS 

VISIONARY CONSPIRACY 1 : 

for inclusion in SPA'S July/ 




on First Friday Art walk. If 

ARTIST RESIDENCY: CARVING 
STUDIO & SCULPTURE 
CENTER: Sculptors are invited 


- : MATH AND ART: 


15. Info. 479-7069. 

AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHY 
contest; Ninth annual 




May 1. To join the SDA. visit 




& Sculpture Center. West 
Rutland. Info. 438-2097. 

ENCOUNTERING YELLOW: 


Studio Place Arts, 201 N. Main 
St.. Barre VT 05641. Deadline: 
February 20. Info. 479-7069. 

THE GALLERY AT LCATV: 


ART FOR SWITCHBACK TAP 








OPEN FARM AND STUDIO 


Discover the Heart of the 


July 9-10. taking place at 


Grand Isle Art Works. S50 early 
bird; $75 after February 15. 
Info, 372-4556. 

RED SQUARE NEEDS ART!: 


-SOFT BOMB BARRE': Artists 




479-7069. 


NEW THIS WEEK 


PETRA TASIOPOULOS: Beyond.-." mixed-media 


9 CATHERINE HALL: "Paper Pieces and Works on 

0 MIC PLANTE AND MICHELLE SAYLES: Exhibition 
January 12-February 12. Inro. 888-492-8218. The 
NAJAWA: A STORY OF PALESTINE': A 45-foot 
woman's life. Created by local artist Michelle Sayles 

0 ROBERT WALDO BRUNELLE JR.: "Winooski 

barre/montpelier 

0 'FROM THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES 
ARCHIVES': To celebrate 10 years, the school 

its curriculum. Reception: Saturday, January 23, 

3-5 p.m. January 19-February 12. @ ANDY FROST: 

23. 3-5 p.m. January 19-February 20. 0 ATHENA 


stowe/smuggs area 

0 'ALTERNATIVES': Photographs and mixed media 
7-March 1. 0 CAROLINE MCKINNEY: Humans 


17 1-3 p.m. January 15-March 26. Info. 247-4295. 


‘CIVIL WAR ISO 1 : Exhibition exploring how soldiers. 

457-2355. Billings Farm & Museum in Woodstock. 


7. 5-7 pjn. January 7-February 7. Info. 251-8290. 
Mitchell Giddings Fine Arts in Brattleboro. 


NEW THIS WEEK » 


S 

S 
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randolph/royalton 

0 DIAN PARKER: "Homage: The Arc of Influence," 
10-March B. Info. 8B9-9404. Tunbridge Public 

outside Vermont 

‘INVENTORY: NEW WORKS AND CONVERSATIONS 
AROUND AFRICAN ART: Exhibition of newly 


College, in Hanover, N.H. 

-NORMAN ROCKWELL IN THE 1960S': Exhibition 

January 16-April 3. Info, 518-792-1761. The Hyde 


ART EVENTS 

FIRST FRIDAY ART: Dozens of galleries and 

ART UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF KRISTEN M. 
WATSON: The local artist leads this group 







ART UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF EMILY MITCHELL: 

January 20. 6-8 p.m. 536.87. Info. 859-9222. 

ONGOING SHOWS 


‘Drawing On, In, Out’ “The hand of the artist is readily apparent in a drawing,” says Mara Williams, chief curator 
at Brattleboro Museum & Art Center. This show presents a diverse grouping of complete drawings — not sketches or preliminaries 
— by Cristina de Gennaro, Terry Hauptman, Monique Luchetti, Craig Stockwell and Jane Sutherland. Exhibited together, the works 
attest both to drawing’s suitability for rendering intricate detail and to its infinite adaptability. Through February 8. Pictured: detail of 
“The Singing of the Soul Is the Nature of Art, Herself” by Hauptman. 


-MADE*: Work from 21 South End artists 
!2 in the Enterprise Zone. THE ARTS UNKNOWN - : 

jo 859-9222. SEABA Center in Burlington. 

-BEGINNINGS': Thesis exhibition of recent Rhode 

5 31. Info. 363-4746. Flynndog in Burlington, 

u! BLUE-PLATE SPECIAL': Color reproductions of 

31. Info, 318-2438. Red Square in Burlington. 


CHRIS ALLEY: The Science of Flaws and Miracles." 

December 31. Info. 860-4972. Vermont Art Supply 
and Black Horse S.P.G. in Burlington. 

-GO FOR BROKE - : Works by Christy Mitchell and 

578-2512. The S.PAC.E. Gallery in Burlington. 

HOWARDCENTER ARTS COLLECTIVE Select works 
Info, 598-6698. VCAM Studio in Burlington. 

JEAN CHEROUNY: Fresh Daily." new works from 
658-6016. Speeder & Earl's Coffee, Pine Street in 
JORDAN DOUGLAS: "Images of Havana." darkroor 
December 31. Info. 864-2088. The Mens Room in 


KAREN DAWSON: The winter 2015 featured artist 

MAREVA MILLARC: "Shapeshifters." a collection 

MATTHEW THORSEN: Works from the acclaimed 


Through February 27. Info. 652-4500. Amy E. 

NIGHTMARE APOLLO: ADVENTURES IN ASIA': 

December 31. Info, 660-9005. Dostie Bros. Frame 


SAGE TUCKER-KETCHAM: "Spacescapes." new 

■SEX OBJECTS: PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER AND 

ST. CHRISTOPHER: Trajectory." bold graphic paint- 
info. 865-6223. Battery Street Jeans in Burlington. 
TOM CULLINS: "A Creative Life." retrospective of 

InfO, 865-7166. BCA Center In Burlington. 

TRINE WILSON: "Sand Wash Basin Wild Horses." 
Through January 31. Info, 355-4834. The Swingin' 








Nick Neddo For the sixth- 

generation Vermonter, preparing supplies 
is an art form unto itself. Neddo forages 
his painting materials from nature, 
using fibers, furs, berries, beeswax, mud, 
sticks and stones to render images of 
the landscape from which they came. 
On his website, Neddo describes his 
holistic approach to art production as 
“unbelievably satisfying on a profound 
and even instinctive level." Visitors can 
see the results of his labors at “Elements 
and Allies" at the Jaquith Public Library 
in Marshfield through January 30, where 
copies of his book The Organic Artist are 
also available. Pictured: “Inky Cap and 
Sugar Maple," made with mushroom 
ink and with a paintbrush of found cat 
whiskers, wild turkey feather and osage 
orange twig. 


WORKS FROM BELLCATE SCHOOL: Students of 

Info. 651-9692. VCAM Studio in Burlington. 

chittenden county 

‘BIRDS OF A FEATHER': An exhibition exploring 

bird species. Through May 1 . ‘EYES ON THE 

Acker, Charlie Hunter, Susan Abbott and Neil Riley; 


Caleb Kenna. Through January 3. Info, 985-3346. 


i5. Firebird Cafe 


FOCUS ON MT. MANSFIELD: El 

LINDA Dl SANTE: "The Nature of Things," works 

MILTON ARTISTS GUILD: Twenty artists share 

‘SHADES OF RED’: Works by more than 30 Vermont 

899-4936. Jericho Town Hall. 

VISIONS OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN AND BEYOND’: 

Schinto and Betty Ball; and jewelry by Tineke 
Russell. Through December 30. Info. 985-8223. 

barre/montpelier 

ALMUTH PALINKAS AND JEANNE CARIATI: 

ART RESOURCE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS SHOW: 

‘CELEBRATE!’: A 15-year anniversary celebration of 


CHARLES FISH: "Blue Ribbons & Burlesque." 

ED EPSTEIN: "Friends and Stories." recent paintings 

IN MINIATURE’ HOLIDAY EXHIBIT & SALE: Work 

JONATHAN VANTASSEL: ‘Wemosphere." new 

MEMBER ART SHOW: First annual MSAC member 

artists. Through December 31. Info, 262-6284. 

NICK NEDDO: “Elements and Allies." work made 

OUTSIDER ART INSIDE': Works from nine 

828-3291. Spotlight Gallery in Montpelier. 


BARRE/MONTPELIER SHOWS » 



Gadget 


Gigabit Internet speeds for only $70/month. 

Call Today for Burlington’s fastest 
Internet connection. 


€ Burlington 
Telecom 

200 Church Street, Burlington VT 
(802) 540-0007 | Burlingtontelecom.com 



Join us for a presentation of the 

Revised Plan & Framework for 
Proposed Development Agreement 

for the redevelopment of the BTV Mall 

JANUARY 5, 2016 5:30 PM 
BTV Mall 49 CHURCH ST 

More info: www.burlingtonvt.gov/BTVmall 
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stowe/smuggs area 

‘2015 LEGACY COLLECTION': Landscapes painted by 

December 30. Info. 644-5100. Bryan Memorial 
CRAIG MOONEY: "Featured Paintings." semi- 
info. 253-1818. Green Mountain Fine Art Gallery in 
GABRIEL TEMPESTA: "Our World. Charcoals & 

Info. 253-8343. Upstairs at West Branch Gallery in 

RIVER ARTS PHOTO CO-OP: Images from 18 

TOD GUNTER AVIATION ART: Illustrations currently 
include the F4U Corsair, a WWII fighter and the F-4 

added. Through December 31. Info, 734-9971. Plane 

mad, river valley/waterbury 

BLAKE LARSEN: "Introducing Color," abstract 

Through January 18. Info, 583-5832. The Bundy 
Modern Gallery in Waitsfield. 

HOLIDAY GROUP EXHIBITION: Vermont artists 

244-7801. Axel's Gallery & Frameshop in Waterbury. 
JOHN BISBEE: ‘Branded," wall-hung sculptures 

Through January 30. Info. 617 B42-3332. Walker 

MARY HILL: New work by the local artist. Through 
December 31. Info, 496-5470. Three Mountain Cafe 
In Waitsfield. 


‘Go for Broke’ Money, addiction and the detritus of both are at the heart 
of this two-artist exhibition at Burlington's S.RA.C.E. Gallery. Benjamin Peberdy's 
collages satirize advertising with their recontextualization of found imagery; gallery 
owner Christy Mitchell’s mixed-media works are more pointed. An altar-like installation 
is a monument to both excess and the hope for more; among the evidence are strips 
of discarded lottery scratchers, which Mitchell also used as the basis of eight prints 
decrying “Money! Money! Money!” The gallery has recently added a new cafe, Rubra 
Atra, so you can get your caffeine and art fix at the same time. Through January 15. 
Pictured: “I'm So Happy" by Peberdy. 


middlebury area 


'THE ART OF GIVING -:- THE GIVING OF ART: 

ROY VESTRICH: "Papered Walls." photographs 


TURBO FAN 

The loilh ODS III tulaplor 

Optical 
Center 


STYLE and 
FUNCTION! 

Combining our fog-fighting, 
Turbo Fan technology and our 
5X Anli-Fog Inner lens into 
the ever-stylish Phenom, the 
best of both worlds is now at 
your fingertips. The Phenom 
Turbo Fan is technology and 
style at their finest. 




Ski & Snowboard leases 
for Juniors and Adults 




ART SHOWS 


champlain islands/northwest 

DECEMBER FEATURED ARTISTS: Work by 

933-6403. Artist in Residence Cooperative Gallery 


COLLECTIVE FALL SHOW: Hooked rugs by Janet 

Collective— 

TEATHER & FUR: PORTRAITS OF FIELD. FOREST 

Through April 30. Info. 885-3061. the Great Hall in 
HOLIDAY PRINT SHOW: Prints by local artists, 


ICE AGE MAMMALS IN THE MEADOW: Outdoor 

Through April 30. Info. 359-5001. 


brattleboro area 

BOXCARS: RAILROAD IMAGERY IN 
CONTEMPORARY REALISM': Realist paintings 

Hunter. Through March 12. DRAWING ON. IN. 

February 8. SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE WORKING 

Through January 3. EVAN CORONIS: 'Penumbra,'' 
glass. Through March 12. LINN BRUCE: "Stories 
January 3. Info, 257-0124. Brattleboro Museum & 
JOSH BERNBAUM: Intricate blown glasswork by 


northeast kingdom 


525-3366. Parker Pie Co. in West Glover. 

LISA ESHLEMAN FOSTER: ’Ancestors: Going Way 
Info. 334-1966. MAC Center for the Arts Gallery in 


TOM SCHULTEN: Vivid works by the renowned 
31. Info. 457-7199. 4 


randolph/royalton 

'HOT HOUSES. WARM CURVES': E 

Through February 29. Info. 767-9670. BigTown 


THE BOWL. A CELEBRATION': A collection of 

manchester/bennington 

'CELEBRATING 65 YEARS ‘ON THE HILL - : The arts 

TOM LEYTHAM: 'The Other Working Landscape.' 

outside Vermont 

‘PULLED. PRESSED AND SCREENED: 
IMPORTANT AMERICAN PRINTS': A survey of 

1930s to the 1980s. featuring 51 prints by artists 

10. AUDREY FLACK: 'Heroines.' drawings and 


CAMILLE HENROT: 'Grosse Fatigue.' 13-minute 


at the Smithsonian Institute. DANA SCHUTZ: 
An exhibition highlighting recent works by the 


Through January 10. Info. 514-847-6226. Montreal 
Museum of Contemporary Art (MAC), CA. 

FALL HOSPITAL EXHIBIT: Work from six artists. 


'GEORGE S. ZIMBEL: A HUMANIST 
PHOTOGRAPHER': Images from the collection of 

ofThe Seven Year itch by director Billy Wilder. 
Through January 3. Info, 514-285-2000. Montreal 

'STUDENT ASSOCIATION COLLECTS: 2000-201S': 

January 24. Info. 518-564-2474. Plattsburgh State 
Art Museum. N.Y. © 




ttJohnsbury 


MUMMENSCHANZ 


Serving craft beer, wine and spirits in 
downtown St. Johnsbury. 
Complemented by a small but diverse menu, 
focusing on locally-sourced foods. 


JURIED SHOW 

November 21- January 17 
Arlisl Opening Reception 
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2015 at the Movies 

The good, the bad and whatever the hell Tomorrowland was 



R ICK KISONAK: Hollywood is a pretty happy place right now, and the 
reason has nothing to do with holiday cheer. Rather, it has to do with 
sequels, remakes and reboots. And, more than anything else, with 
franchises. Largely on the basis of their grosses, 2015’s box office has 
already surpassed last year’s by 4 to S percent, according to Box Office Mojo. 
Which is real money when you’re talking billions. 

Those figures come from early December, with a highly anticipated new 
chapter of Star Wars and the vast majority of awards contenders yet to hit the 
cineplex. When the dust clears and the big ball drops on New Year's Eve, movie 
industry history may have been made. 

I find this both fascinating and a little sad. I'm old enough to remember when 
people complained about sequels and anything that smacked of studio corner 
cutting and profit gouging. I suspect today’s industry heads can’t believe their 
luck. Times change, and with them, audience preferences. For whatever reason, 
the current generation of moviegoers seems happy with Hollywood’s business 

Get this: Last month, AMBI Pictures announced it would remake Christopher 
Nolan’s 2000 breakout thriller Memento, and eyebrows went virtually unraised. 
Studio head Monika Bacardi actually said in a press release, “We intend to ... 
deliver a memorable movie,” and the Twitterverse didn’t go into oversnark. 

Rather, viewers line up and shell out for sequels such as Jurassic World (the 
year's No. 1 release at press time) and Furious 7 (No. 4), remakes like Poltergeist 
and Point Break, and the never-ending Marvel Universe franchises. The comic- 
book movie, with its endless menu of character combinations, has become a 
multibillion-dollar industry unto itself. Marvel has interrelated releases sched- 
uled through November 2020. 

Franchises are the future. One of these days, you and I could find ourselves 
writing a year-in-review piece composed of nothing else. Have you had that 
nightmare yet? 

MARGOT HARRISON: Not yet, perhaps because there’s one thing I like about 
franchises: They're long-form storytelling, and they force audiences to cultivate 
strong memories for complex narratives. I just wish those narratives didn't 
involve so much smashing of CGI buildings. 

I’ll just repeat what I say every year: Original, intelligent movies exist. If 
you want to see them anywhere but video on demand, leave your living room. 
Patronize your local art house or film series, and then give the manager or 
organizer a list of other movies you’d love to see there. We have it in our power to 
prevent theaters from becoming the exclusive domain of 3D blockbusters. And I 
know plenty of young folks who believe in that goal. 




T” 



Most Stellar 
Performance 

RK: I got a charge out of the range Brad 
Pitt displayed in the two roles he played 
this year — an alcoholic writer in By the 
Sea and a financial wiz in The Big Short. 

I felt likewise about the eerie moment 
in The Hateful Eight when Tim Roth chan- 
nels Christoph Waltz. Michael Fassbender 
was great in Steve Jobs, as was Leonardo 
DiCaprio in The Revenant. But I've got 
to go with the tag team of Paul Dano 
and John Cusack, who between them 
produced a hauntingly perfect portrayal 
of Brian Wilson in Love & Mercy. This was 
one time a split personality was a good 
thing. 

MH: For me, this was the year that 
produced a wealth of stunning female 
performances, from Rooney Mara and 
Cate Blanchett in Carol to Saoirse Ronan 
in Brooklyn to Nina Hoss in Phoenix to 
Emily Blunt in Sicario. But my favorite is 


Brie Larson’s portrayal of the alternately 
tender, angry and desperate young mother 

Most Annoying 
Performance 

RK: Diane Keaton ( Love the Coopers), 

Sean Penn (The Gunman) and Ted, voiced 
by Seth MacFarlane (Ted 2), spring to 
mind. But really, nothing was quite as an- 
noyingly awful as Deanna Dunagan's over- 
the-top Nana in M. Night Shyamalan’s 
latest letdown, The Visit. 

CAN'T A NOT-SPECIAL BOY OH GIRL 
SAVE THE WORLD FOR ONCE? 


MH: I liked Sharlto Copley in District 9. 
But as the whiny voice of the childlike 
robot Chappie, he made me want to flip a 
switch, undermining the film’s message 
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about the machine’s humanity. Alicia Vikander made a far better 
Turing test candidate in Ex Machina. 

Best Comedy 

RK: The Martian. Just kidding, though “Musical or Comedy" is 
the category in which the Hollywood Foreign Press Association 
has nominated the film for a Golden Globe. Alongside Trainwreck 
and Spy — which, I’m pretty sure, makes the Golden Globes 
themselves the year's best comedy. My own honorable mentions 
go to While We’re Young and Mistress America (it was a very good 
year for Noah Baumbach). But for all-out, anything-goes laughs, 
no other comedy came close to Sisters. 

MH: What We Do in the Shadows isn't particularly groundbreak- 
ing (it’s the nth vampire spoof) or taboo-breaking. If s just 
flat-out lovely and hilarious, thanks to committed character work 
and even more committed silliness. 

Lamest Comedy 

RK: Get Hard and Hot Pursuit disappointed. Ted 2 achieved a 
level of repellency I wouldn't have imagined possible based on 
the original. Irrational Man told the story of a tortured philoso- 
phy professor so tedious it was torture to sit through (it was a 
very bad year for Woody Allen). For sheer ltill-me-now lameness, 
however, nothing held a Christmas candle to Love the Coopers. 
I’m all for marriage equality, with one exception: There ought to 
be a law against certain movie marriages, and the union of Diane 
Keaton and John Goodman is the test case I’d use to argue the 
matter before the Supreme Court Slam dunk. 

MH: The D Train was a cringe comedy with a daring premise 
that I wanted to love. Unfortunately, most of the cringes ended 
up coming from the filmmakers’ one-note conceptions of their 
characters. 

Biggest Letdown 

RK: The Hateful Eight. Hey, Quentin Tarantino is a genius, no 
argument there. His two preceding films rank with his finest. But 
all winning streaks come to an end. The auteur’s latest has its 
moments, but most of the ones in its bloated, pokey, super-talky 
running time honestly rank with Jackie Brown and Death Proof. 
This is self-indulgent, second-rate Tarantino. 


MH: You want to talk bloated? Emmanuel Lubezki’s cinematog- 
raphy for The Revenant deserves awards, but in other respects, 

I found Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu’s latest to be an overlong, 
overwrought, self-important movie with a weak storyline. Go to 
admire the exquisite landscape shots and a few set pieces. 

Biggest Surprise 

RK: Jason Segel’s subtly powerful portrayal of David Foster 
Wallace in The End of the Tour. I was flabbergasted. From last 
year’s Sex Tape to this? Who saw this sensitive, credible, funny, 
amazingly layered performance coming? If s easily one of the 
year’s best and deserved far more recognition than it received. 


FOR ALL-OUT, ANYTHING-GOES LAUGHS, 

NO OTHER COMEDY CAME CLOSE TD SISTIHS. 


MH: Mad Max: Fury Road. I wasn’t expecting a belated entry in 
this franchise to be my favorite action movie of the year, possibly 
of the decade. But George Miller’s return to the postapocalyptic 
desert was just that extreme, quirky and exciting. 

Film So Forgettable I Didn’t Remember 
Seeing It Until Compiling This Year- 
End Review 

RK: The Lazarus Effect. What’s to remember about this derivative 
riff on reanimation? Mark Duplass and Olivia Wilde play Frank 
(get it — Frankenstein?) and Zoe, a pair of lovestruck researchers 
working on a serum for bringing back the dead. Which is a tad 
ironic, given what a lifeless, mindless mess this is. 

MH: It takes me a few years to forget a movie’s existence. But 
virtually the only thing I remember about The Transporter 
Refueled is the crime crew of former prostitutes who disguise 
themselves by donning identical dresses and wigs like an homage 
to Robert Palmer’s “Addicted to Love” video. 
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Best New Name to Watch in Front 
of the Camera 

RK: Room wasn't Jacob Tremblay's first movie perfor- 
mance, but it’s the 9-year-old’s breakout. The young 
Canadian is ridiculously convincing in the role of a 
boy who's spent his entire life locked with his mother 
in a small space. The gamut of emotions and reactions 
Tremblay handles would have been crazy impressive for 
an actor many times his age. Scary film. Scary-good acting 
for a kid who hasn’t even turned 10. 

MH: Soulful coming-of-age movies are a dime a dozen, 
but Bel Powley brings a new kind of honesty and verve 
to The Diary of a Teenage Girl. Neither a wallflower nor 
a Lolita, her Minnie is hungry for life, charismatic and 
defiantly herself. I hope we see this British actress more 

Best New Name to Watch Behind 
the Camera 

RK: OK, Laurie Anderson is not exactly a new name. 

She’s been one of the most prominent names in perfor- 
mance art since the '70s. What she's new at is feature 
filmmaking, and her debut, Heart of a Dog, has been 
winning awards and blowing minds since its premiere at 
the Telluride Film Festival in September. It’s even been 
short-listed for an Oscar. The experimental documen- 
tary/drama/essay film is a one-of-a-kind rumination on 
everything from the deaths of Anderson's husband, Lou 
Reed, and her pet rat terrier, Lolabelle, to the nature of 
memory and life in a post-9/ll surveillance state. As you 
might imagine, the soundtrack's not too shabby, either. 

MH: David Robert Mitchell, writer-director of The Myth 
of the American Sleepover (2010) and It Follows, one of 
my favorite movies of 2015. Though one of those films 
is technically a coming-of-age drama and the other is 
horror, they're more alike than you'd think — both moody, 
haunting and indelible. 

Most Inexplicable Hit 

RK: I'm unclear on how Taken 3 (No. 30) made the list of 
the year’s 30 top-grossing films, according to Box Office 
Mojo. And I’ve got to admit, the appeal of Furious 7 (No. 

4) eluded me. Who expected we'd one day live in a world 


where Vin Diesel is the face of a global multibillion-dollar 
franchise? But the movie whose success mystified me 
the most was Jurassic World. Sure, it was a couple hours 
of CGI summer fun. But the fourth in the Jurassic Park 
series lifted whole chunks verbatim from the first, the 
story line was essentially the same and the ending was a 
dino-size rip-off. How that translated into more than a 
billion and a half dollars worldwide is beyond me. 

MH: I guess I can understand why Minions stands at No. 
5. Kids love those little chaotic yellow guys, and I hear 
they make good Facebook memes or something. But 
San Andreas (No. 19), a disaster movie without a single 
original idea, really shouldn’t be occupying the space 
above Mad Max. 

Most Inexplicable Flop 

RK: Given that it was made by Paolo Sorrentino, whose 
The Great Beauty took the Best Foreign Language Film 
Oscar last year, I’m surprised there’s been so little love 
for Youth. Michael Caine and Harvey Keitel are great as 
old friends looking back at their lives. It’s got one of the 
year’s best scripts, is gorgeously shot in the Alps and has 
a soundtrack by Pulitzer Prize-winning composer David 
Lang. No. 240 on Box Office Mojo’s 2015 list — come on! 

MH: Youth hasn’t had a chance yet. It’s only been in 
limited release for three weekends (at press time). But 
Guillermo del Toro’s Crimson Peak was a bona fide do- 
mestic flop at No. 73. 1 wouldn’t recommend the movie to 
anyone for its story, but oh, what a gorgeous, overheated, 
gothic concoction it is. The costumes alone, if you like 
that sort of thing, are worth the rental price, and Jessica 
Chastain wears them while consuming whole roomfuls 
of scenery. 

THE FILM TELLS A SMUT TRUE STORY 
THAT NO ONE WHO SEES IT WILL EVER FORGET. 

Freshest, Most Creative 
Screenplay 

RK: Easy: Atiomalisa by Charlie Kaufman. Stop-motion 
animation, graphic sex and a motivational speaker 
undergoing an existential crisis. Need I say more? 



MH: The screenplay for Inside Out was clever and 
moving enough to charm both kids and their parents. I 
loved the comic acumen with which The Big Short sexed 
up dull-as-dirt financial concepts. And Ex Machina’s 
twisty script helped revive brainy science fiction. 

Most Formulaic, Cliche-Infested 
Screenplay 

RK: Back in July, I wrote, "OK, it's official: Worst Movie 
of the Year ... it’s simply inconceivable that a studio will 
release a more derivative, witless, ineptly crafted or 
cynically conceived piece of cinematic manure than The 
Gallows." Turns out I actually ended up seeing something 
worse. But this was bad. Totally brain-dead. Highest 
cliche count of the year. 

MH: Open letter to Aaron Sorkin: Please stop writing 
movies that preach to us about how tech entrepreneurs 
really just want to be loved. I know this is an unpopular 
opinion, but very little of the dialogue in Steve Jobs rang 
true to me as anything that could be uttered by human 
beings in the situations depicted. (Yes, Steve Jobs is way 
less formulaic than, say. Fifty Shades of Grey. But we 
expect a lot more than that from a Sorkin script, or at 
least we used to.) 

Best Movie With No Movie Stars 

RK: Beasts of No Nation, no contest, if it hadn’t featured 
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Whom We’d Like to See More of at 
the Movies 

is crazy about Grandma as a lot of critics 


•e, but it did remind it 
re Lily Tomlin. 


that the movies could us 


MH: I agree! Also, the Streep daughters. This year, 
Mamie Gummer was an intensely rageful presence 
alongside her mom in the uneven Ricki and the Flash, 
making me want to see her in a lead role. 



one familiar face — that of Idris Elba. So I guess I’ll go 
with Heart of a Dog. 


MH: Tangerine, a dynamic little LA indie with two trans 
actresses in the lead roles. It’s a comedy (sometimes) 
about a Christmas Eve revenge mission. 

Worst Movie With an All-Star Cast 

RK: What the hell was Tomorrowland? If you ask me, 
the latest from Brad Bird wasn’t so much a movie as two 
hours-plus of product placement. The nerve of Disney 
to sell us tickets to an ad for a theme-park attraction 
to which it wants to sell us tickets. That’s not synergy. 
That’s corporate greed. Even George Clooney couldn't 
save this one. 

MH: Sandra Bullock tried to stretch her range with Our 
Brand Is Crisis, while Billy Bob Thornton played to type, 


Whom We’d Like to See Less of at 
the Movies 

RK: I hate to keep dumping on Diane Keaton, but my 
God. Has there been another actress who’s so blithely 
trashed a significant film legacy? From Annie Hall, The 
Godfather and Reds to Because I Said So,AndSoIt Goes 
and The Big Wedding. If she’s going to be such consis- 
tently chuckleheaded company, I’d rather not have her 
around. 

MH: "Chosen one" characters — a trend that reached 
its nadir with the cynical revision of Peter Pan into the 
loud, pandering, unmagical Pan. Must everyone be Harry 
Potter or Luke Skywalker? Can’t a not-special boy or girl 
save the world for once? 

Best Documentary 

RK: This was a phenomenal year for documentaries. 

How often do you see films as fabulous as The Look of 
Silence, Listen to Me Marlon, Heart of a Dog, Going Clear: 
Scientology and the Prison of Belief and Best of Enemies 
all released in the same 12 months? Not to mention that 
Michael Moore is back ( Where to Invade Next). Even in a 
field this extraordinary, however, Amy stood out. 

MH: The Look of Silence is an essential sequel to The Act 
of Killing — together they give a fuller picture of a place 
where atrocities are neither disowned by the perpetra- 
tors nor forgiven by the survivors. It’s also tenser than 
any action thriller. 

Most Disposable Movie Franchise 

RK: "I’d love to do somethingwith Forest [Whitaker] 
again, and if it's in a Taken 4 scenario ... great.” I'm not 
sure “great” is the word I'd use, but that's Liam Neeson’s 


official position on the prospect of yet another Taken 
sequel. Bryan Mills, if you want to rescue someone, save 
us from more of this increasingly insipid series. 

MH: As a horror fan, I beg for the end of the Insidious 
and Paranormal Activity series. They started with juice, 
but the scares are long gone, and they lack the camp 
appeal that helped render Freddy, Jason and Michael 
Myers undying. 

Worst Picture 

RK: Love the Coopers wasn't just the year's lamest 
comedy, it was the lamest movie, period. Technically, I 
gave The Letters an even worse review, but the pope just 
made Mother Teresa a saint, and I don’t want to go to 
hell. 

MH: The MTV time-travel found-footage movie Project 
Almanac, which came across as a 10-year-old’s attempt 
to mash up Back to the Future with Primer after sleep- 
ing through most of both. And I like the found-footage 
format. 

Best Picture 

RK: Spotlight is one of the great newspaper movies of 
all time, a film on par with All the President's Men. In 
this automatic awards contender from director Tom 
McCarthy, Mark Ruffalo, Rachel McAdams, John Slattery, 
Liev Schreiber and Stanley Tucci do some of the most 
impressive work of their careers. Michael Keaton is so 
good he’s looking at the possibility of back-to-back Oscar 
nominations. Finally, the film tells a sad but true story 
that no one who sees it will ever forget. 

MH: My favorites of this year are films in the spirit of 
noir — highly stylized, dread-soaked tales of the dev- 
astation that can result from the workings of complex 
systems that are rotten at the core. In The Big Short, it’s 
the American financial system, and the film's "heroes" 
are actually scoundrels who find a way to profit from the 
collapse. In Sicario, it’s the drug war, and Emily Blunt is 
the heroine whose ideals are no match for reality. Roger 
Deakins’ expressive cinematography gives the latter the 
edge for me. But both movies strike exactly the right 
balance of meaty procedural detail and cinematic flair. 
They’re epics for pessimists. © 
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E m MONTEREY COUNTY. HOWEVER, SHE 
MUST HER WISHES ^ 




JEN SORENSEN 


MORE FUN! 

STRAIGHT DOPE (P.32) 
CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-4) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-5) 




"...Ha, ha, not only are we too selfish to have children, ha, ha, 


we’re too selfish to have sex." 



Preserving the Fine Craft 
of Traditional Irish Whiskey 


100% IRISH 
FROM FOLK 
TO FLASK.* 


WtSTCOft*- 


PRonucror i 


M-S WALKER-VT 


Produced. Distilled i 
Imported by M.S. Walker. I 


d Bottled in Ireland by West Cork Distillers. LLC. 

;. Somerville. MA. 40% Alc/Vol. WESTCORKIBISH.COM 

PLEASE ENJOY RESPONSIBLY. 


Only distillery to 
malt its own Irish- 
grown Barley 

Artisanal Irish 
Whiskey imported 
from Ireland 
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FRAN KRAUSE 


DEEP DARK FEARS 



Have a deep, dark fear of your own? Submit it to cartoonist 
Fran Krause at deep-dark-fears.tumblr.com, and you may see 
your neurosis illustrated in these pages. 



TMf MHH by TOM TOMORROW 









ARIES (March21 -April 19): John Koenig is an 
artist who invents new words. Here's one that's 
applicable to your journey in 2016: "keyframe.' 
Koenig defines it as being a seemingly mun- 
dane phase of your life that is in fact a turning 
point. Major plot twists in your big story arrive 
half-hidden amidst a stream of innocuous 
events. They don't come about through 'a 
series of jolting epiphanies," Koenig says, 
but rather "by tiny, imperceptible differences 
between one ordinary day and the next." In 
revealing this secret, I hope I've alerted you to 
the importance of acting with maximum integ- 
rity and excellence in your everyday routine. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): The coming 
months look like one of the best times ever for 
your love life. Old romantic wounds are finally 
ready to be healed. You'll know what you have 
to do to shed tired traditions and bad habits 


CANCER (June 21-July 22): Be alert for ar 
abundance of interesting lessons in 2016 
You will be offered teachings about a vari 
ety of practical subjects, including how tc 
take care of yourself really well, how to live 


you are even moderately responsive to the 
prompts and nudges that come your way, 
you will become smarter than you thought 
possible. So just imagine how savvy you'll be 
if you ardently embrace your educational op- 
portunities. (Please note that some of these 
opportunities may be partially in disguise.) 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The silkworm grows 
fast. Qnce it hatches, it eats constantly for 
three weeks. By the time ft spins its cocoon, 
it's 10,000 times heavier than it was In the 
beginning. On the other hand, a mature, 
60-foot-tall saguaro cactus may take 30 years 
to fully grow a new side arm. It's in no hurry. 


pulled. But as cities grew larger, a problem 
emerged: The mounting manure left behind 
on the roads, it became an ever-increasing 
challenge to clear away the equine "pollution." 
In 1894, a British newspaper predicted that 
the streets of London would be covered with 
nine feet of the stuff by 1950. But then some- 
thing unexpected happened: cars. Gradually, 
the threat of an excremental apocalypse 
waned. I present this story as an example 
of what I expect for you in 2016: a pressing 
dilemma that will gradually dissolve because 
of the arrival of a factor you can't imagine yet. 

S C 0 R P 1 0 (Oct, 23-Nov. 21): The longest river 
in the world flows through eastern Africa: the 
Nile. It originates below the equator and emp- 
ties into the Mediterranean Sea. Although its 
current flows north, its prevailing winds blow 
south. That's why sailors have found it easily 
navigable for thousands of years. They can 
either go with the flow of the water or use sails 
to harness the power of the breeze. I propose 


water. Once the hot elixir was ready to drink, 
he mixed in a dash of powdered mustard. 

In light of the astrological omens, I suspect 
that Frederick's exotic blend might be an apt 
symbol for your life in 2016: a vigorous, rich, 
complex synthesis of Champagne, coffee 
and mustard. (P.S. Frederick testified that 
'Champagne carries happiness to the brain.") 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): My Piscean „ 
acquaintance Arturo plays the piano as well < 
as anyone I’ve heard. He tells me that he can a 
produce 150 different sounds from any single ^ 
key. Using the foot pedals accounts for some 5 
of the variation. How he touches a key Is an ® 
even more important factor. It can be percus- 
sive, fluidic, staccato, relaxed, lively and many 
other moods, I invite you to cultivate a similar 
approach to your unique skills in 2016. Expand ^ 

and deepen your ability to draw out the best in o 

expressive g 


CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 


v Weekend WarrJS^? . 

kend NOW with Notes on the Weekend. ^ 


Conquer your weekend NOW with Notes on the Weeke 
This e-newsletter maps out the best weekend events 
every Thursday. 

Visit sevendaysvt.com/enews to sign up. 

now** SEVEN DAYS 
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Large Selection of Crystals and Minerals, Jewelry, 

Local Art, Crystal Singing Bowls, Vegan Handbags and 
other Woman's Accessories, Handmade Soaps and Creams, 
Native American Flutes and more... 


1 98 College St., Suite 1 02, Burlington • 782-0836 • thecrystalcottageofvermont. 





SEVEN DAYS 


KRMfflS 


Introducing: 
Vermonters 

For relationships, dates and flirts: dating.sevendaysvt.com 


MEN Aeekii^WSIVIEN 

ACTIVE TRAVELER DUDE 


Women men 

ONE MORE TIME 

SKIER. SAILOR. AUTHOR. DANCER. 


KIND. HONEST. LOYAL 




ENERGETIC. LOVING AND CURIOUS 


I have lived here all my life, yet 
travel is a plan. Verda960, 57.0 






ACTIVE MIND AND MANY INTERESTS 




ADVENTUROUS — TRY ANYTHING ONCE 


FRIENDLY. COUNTRY. HONEST 

KIND. MOTHER. CREATIVE. NATURE 

open mind. ItalianHeart. 50.0 




ATHLETIC, INTELLIGENT AND 
INDEPENDENT ADVENTURER 


(MJRioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2,000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company. 

| 1 See photos of 

this person online. 


LETS GO FOR A WALK 

friends first. Rediettuce, 29, O 
CURIOUS. FUNNY, BUSY MAMAS 

crap, etc. ActiveMama. 35.0 

HELLO FROM THE NORTHEAST 
KINGDOM 

I’m sweet and easygoing; a cancer 

that i am. Chapters_ln_A_Booh. 61.CI 
FREESPIRITINVT 


FULL SPEED AHEAD 




PIRATE SEEKS NUANCE 

LOOKING FOR LOVE 

be worth it. Londandhard34. 55 Cl 
GENUINE. PLAY HARD, WORK HARD 

STORE IS OPEN 

THOUGHTFUL. ADVENTUROUS. KIND 
FROM ADKS 

ADVENTUROUS. ROMANTIC, EROTIC 
AND PLAYFUL 


PERFECTIONIST. PROFESSIONAL. A 

for her Jack. finemess802. 28.0 


bald, goatee, oneoldtimer, 65,0 
FRIENDLY 

feed my soul. Winl58. 67.0 
NO. STOP. DONT 

MILF preferred. HardwoodSoftheart. 28 


WARRIOR HEART. COMPASSIONATE 


CARPE DIEM! LETS DO SOMETHING. 


CHAMPLAIN SEEKING HIS BELLE 

days -G. H0Llandel26D. 62 
LAID-BACK. CHILL TRAVELER 


SIMPLE MAN FOR SOMETHING 
FUNCTIONAL 

to change that. jalden64, 28.0 

TRANSMASCULINE SUB LOOKING FOR 
DOM/ME 


LISTEN TO THE MUSIC 


of bands. Life is good! biff. 59.0 


WoMEIM . . WoME!\l 

SWEET. CUDDLY NERD 

! libraryglrllOl, 19,0 
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HOOKSES 

W5MEW MEN^eekii^? 


HOO RAW 

THREE FOR ME. PLEASE! 

SEEKING SMILES 

:i Seitanherseir. 40 L' i 


NEWBIE LOOKING FOR NEW 
CONNECTIONS 

new experiences and possibly a FWB 

unless we really hit it off. LZ3. 31.0 



SUMMER OF LOVE 

le. meme99. 34.0 


LOOKING FOR A SEXY LADY 


ALONEINAEMPTYHOUSE 


NAUGHTY OR NICE? WHO CARES! 

if we hit It off?! XXXIstentialist. 31.P 
PLAYFUL AND ADVENTUROUS 

PLAY WITH ME! 


For groups, BDSM, and kink: 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


5MEB£eefagg? 

TRANSMASCULINE SUB LOOKING FOR 
DOM/ME 


BRING YOU TO SPACE MOUNTAIN 


and fun under the sheets. Must be 
nonsmoker. Height: 510. Weight 205 
a breasts man. SpaceMountain802. 27 
YOUNG AND FULL OF STAMINA 

l‘m 26. Caucasian. 6 Mavrick 802 26.CI 
HAPPY MAN 4 WOMAN SEEKING FUN 

erotic. Talk? Got2beHappy. 50.0 
EROTIC ADVENTURES. SECRET LOVERS 

I’m clean and want same. I’m 51 but 

ORAL PROFESSOR. WALKING HARD ON 

to be a FWB? tiredandlonely. 53 


DOMINEERING DUO 

SEEKING KINKY. TRANS-FRIENDLY 
CUDDLE-BUDDY/PLAY PARTNER 




COUPLE FOR WOMAN 

type. Please be DD-free, as we are. Would 

SEXY YOUNG FUN 


AMAZING HOOKUP OPPORTUNITY 

LOVE LICKING PUSSY 

and clean; DD-free. We are real; no 

CONCUPISCENT COUPLE 

We won’t bite! No, real ly. © We are a 




le, 24.CI 
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ASK 

ATHENA 



I have a brother who is dating someone so completely 
awful and evil, and I hate her. She talks shit behind 
his back. She is manipulative and tries to keep us 
away from him. She is also into drugs and a bad 
influence on him. They've been together on and off for 
a while, and it sucks. She stalks his exes and makes 
anyone who cares forhim uncomfortable. It feels like 
she has full control over him, and I don't know what 
to do. He says she is his soul mate, but I want my 
brother back. 

S < ^c4 

Trying to Save My Brother 

All you can do is tell him how you feel. And then you 
have to let him figure it out. 

I know that is so hard to do. You're his sibling, 
and you love him and feel you know what's best. But, 
sadly, your love for him might not change things. In 
fact there's a good chance it won't. 

When you talk to your brother, be gentle but 
specific. Don't just call her names; cite examples of 
how and when she's been manipulative, and explain 
how you feel he's changed since they got together. 

Let him know that you have his best interests at 
heart, and ask to hear his point of view. You might not 
know the full story. 

You can take it a step farther by saying that you 
can't support his relationship with her and will keep 
your distance as long as she is in the picture. Just 
know that this approach could backfire: He might 
choose her. and you'll lose your brother — fora 
while or even for good. Even if he understands your 
concerns, he may not be ready to let her go. 

So many of us are afraid to tell family and 
friends how we feel about their choices in life. Is 
it our business? Do we have a right to share our 
opinions? The risk of losing someone over this kind 
of confrontation is upsetting. But what kind of 
relationship do you have if you aren't honest? How 
can you let someone you love fall victim to a toxic 
"soul mate”? 

Staying silent does neither of you any good. If you 
were in a similar situation, you'd want him to be there 
for you, right? To reach out if he thought you were in 
danger? Be the loving sibling you'd want him to be. 
and hopefully he will seethe light. 



* 


Need advice? 

You can send your own question to 

her at askathena@sevendaysvt.com. 


WINE WONDER WOMAN IN WATERBURY 

Waterbury. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913295 
AFTERNOON AT THE WATERFRONT DOG PARK 


Dog Park. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913294 
HANDSOME MAN AT GROCERY CHECKOUT 

When: Sunday. November 29, 2015. Where: Essex 
Price Chopper. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913293 

FERRISBURGH MOBIL 

My day definitely got better! What you did was very 

When: Wednesday. Novemberl8. 2015. Where: 
Ferrisburgh Mobil. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913292 

PLANE RIDE WITH HER DOG 

plane. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913291 
REDHEAD AT CITY MARKET. SAT. 

Burlington. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913290 
SATURDAY SUBARU SMILER 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913289 


isPb 


■ I W Mv Ifyou'vebeen 
spied, go online 
^ to contact your 

admirer! 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


GOLDEN AXE PLAYER 1 


HARVEST MARKET. STOWE 

Harvest Market You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913288 
HITCHIN’ A RIDE 

your jeep. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913287 

MONTPELIER POST OFFICE. THURSDAY 
AFTERNOON 

office. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913286 
HUNGER MTN COOP. WED. MORNING 

Montpelier. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913285 
DECEMBER 7 


BUY YOU A CUP? 

CoffeeFields. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913282 
VIBES AT NO. 9 

Montpelier. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913281 
UPPER DECK PUB. WINDJAMMER 

Deck Pub. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913280 
BICYCLE SUMMER SMILE 

girl. When: Friday, May 30, 2014. Where: 

East Ave. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913279 

U-MALL PACKERS FAN 

Burlington. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913277 


COSTCO BLIND DATE 

proper 'hello*? When: Thursday, December 3. 2015. 
Where: Costco. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913275 

GURUS KNOW BEST! 

Charlotte. You: Woman. Me: Woman. 0913274 
CUMBERLAND FARMS. PINE ST. 

Pine St. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913273 
RED AUDI. ST. J 

direction. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913272 
SIERRA TRADING CURLY. LONG-HAIRED BLONDE 

Trading Co. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0913271 
YOU MAKE EVERYONE SMILE 

© When: Sunday, December 6, 2015. Where: 
Trader Joe's. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913278 
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They make Outerwear & we have it! 


Wildflower Designs 


t/l/fAking, Oufi 
CuAtomeUa 
Hapfif New YeaJi! 


20% OFF 

YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE 


FOR FULL EVENTS CALENDAR VISIT 


( @im itilM 
Oim^yeaJi and 
ce(ehkate 2016 
in Stem! 


MOUNTAIN FIREWORKS 
TORCHLIGHT PARADE 

Thursday, 
December 31 
at 7pm 


/5')0 Mountain Road, Slow 
00/./' >'>.60// 

Open DaiK 10am - 6pm 

wellheeledstowe.com 


HOME ACCESSORIES 
VERMONT HANDCRAFTED 
JEWELRY & GIFTS 


Kick Your New Heels Up 
to Ring in 2016! 

20% to 5 0% off storewide! 










4 MONTH 12 MONTH SPECIALS 


802-860-EDGE ESSEX I SOUTH BURLINGTON I WILLISTON edgeVt.COITl/join 


m m 


ALL SPECIALS END THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 


Q) 


FOR BOTH INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES 

urself up for a succei 


EDGE 


SPORTS & FITNESS 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 
KIDS & FITNESS 



